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A Letter from the Ministry Team 
Dear Friends, 

 

At the time of writing this letter, we have learned what we can and canôt do over the 
Christmas period:  Up to three households will be able to meet up during a five-day 
Christmas period of 23 to 27 December and people will be able to travel throughout 
the UK to be with family and friends.  Whilst we are grateful for the new rules, we 
know this will never be a ónormalô Christmas: the virus does not know itôs Christ-
mas, said Boris Johnson today.  Itôs all about risk. What risks are we willing to take 
this Christmas? 

 

If we look back at the nativity story, we see that risk was no stranger to Mary and 
Joseph. Mary risked her life by committing to Godôs plan.  Joseph stayed with Mary, 
risking his life, his livelihood, his reputation and that of his family.  Then there was 
the census ordered by Caesar Augustus because the Roman government wanted 
to make sure that everyone in the Empire was paying their taxes correctly. For Jo-
seph and Mary, this meant they would have to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem, 
Josephôs birthplace, located about 70 miles (112 kilometres).  The risks?  Well, 
Mary was heavily pregnant, then there was their personal safety, and of course, it 
was a very dangerous terrain involving 3 days of travelling on foot and on a donkey 
with no shelter along the way.  The other risk was that they had not pre-booked ac-
commodation!  However, in the midst of all this risk-taking, there was one person 
who offered them a safe place: the innkeeper made room for them in his stable.  
Ann Lewin describes this situation in the opening verses of her poem, Inn Signs: 

 

Do you blame him, (that innkeeper) 

for only offering an outhouse? 

It was a busy time ï 

You know the pressures ï 

Important visitors arriving ï 

What else could he do? 

He did at least make room é And life began to grow. 

 

She asks, could this inn be called, óThe Birth of Hopeô? 

 

During these risk-full COVID-19 times, when we are trying to celebrate Christ-
mas as best we can, let us help others to make room for Jesus in their lives so that 
hope can be born in them.  We can do this because we have trusted our lives to 
God.  The Book of Hebrews tells us, ñI will never leave you or forsake you.ò  So, we 
can say with confidence,                                             pleas turn over 
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, ñThe Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can anyone do to 
me?ò (Hebrews 13:5-6).  With this sense of security, Christians are free to reach out 
to others and offer them a safe place, friendship with Jesus.  We at St. Martinôs will 
portray the start of this journey to friendship with Jesus by developing the nativity 
scene in front of the church.  Perhaps as people pass by, they will look at the angel 
shining brightly and sense good news in very challenging times.  They may look at 
the crib and find a message there for them, a gift waiting to be discovered.  May we 
and our outdoors worship, with Godôs help, be places where óThe Birth of Hopeô oc-
curs in the lives of those around us.   

 

I trust we will all have a joyful and safe Christmas this year, and a happy New Year.   

May the blessings of the Christ child be with you always. Rev Joyce. 

 

 

Prayer: 

 

Loving Father God, 
be with us in our distress; 
be with our families, friends, and neighbours, 
our country and our world.  
Give health to the sick,  
hope to the fearful, 
and comfort to mourners. 
Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers, 
insight to our Government, 
and patience to us all. 
Overcome disease this Christmas and beyond 

with the power of your new life, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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0ÁÒÉÓÈÅÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ 

 

2ÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÆÏÒ ςπρω ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÒÕÎȤ
ÎÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ συȟπππ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȟ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÍȤ
ÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÄÄÌÅÒ 
ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÁÎËÓȢ 

 

-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ τȟπππ ÐÁÒÅÎÔȾÃÁÒÅÒ ÔÏÄÄÌÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÁÒÅ ÒÕÎ ÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇȤ
ÌÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ υȟπππ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÒÕÎ ÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÃÌÕÂÓȟ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ 
ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÈÏÓÐÉÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÏÌÄÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 

 

4ÈÅ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÅØÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÆÏÏÄ ÐÏÖÅÒÔÙȟ 
×ÉÔÈ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ψȟπππ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÁÎËÓ ÒÕÎ ÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÂÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓȢ 

 

.ÅÁÒÌÙ φπϷ ÏÆ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÆÏÏÄ ÂÁÎË ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÒÅÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇȟ ÈÏÓÔÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ Á ÐÁÒÅÎÔȾÔÏÄÄÌÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ /ÔÈÅÒ 
ПÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÓÈÏ×ÅÄ ςȟχππ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÃÁÆÅÓȟ ςȟτππ ÉÎ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒÓ 
ÁÎÄ ςȟσππ ÉÎ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÏÒ ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ ÃÌÕÂÓȢ 

 

4ÈÅ ПÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÓÈÏ× #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ συȟπππ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȟ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ σσȟπππ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÉÎ ςπρχȢ 

 

4ÈÅÓÅ ПÉÇÕÒÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÁÌÏÎÇÓÉÄÅ ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÓÈÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐÐÅÒÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÅȤ
ÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ ÂÙ ρϷ ÉÎ ςπρω ÔÏ ρȢρρ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎȢ 

 

/Î ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅȟ ψυτȟπππ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 
ÅÁÃÈ ×ÅÅË ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςπρωȟ Á ÄÅÃÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ςȢρϷ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÄÄÉȤ
ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÉÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ 
ÒÏÓÅ ÂÙ σϷ ÔÏ ρψςȟπππȢ 5ÓÕÁÌ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÆÅÌÌ ÂÙ ςϷ ÔÏ φωπȟπππ ÉÎ ςπρωȢ 

 

)Î ςπρω ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÎÄ !ÄÖÅÎÔ ÓÅÒȤ
ÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÁÔ 
%ÁÓÔÅÒȢ 
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D.K. PLASTERING 

 

ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT 

ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES 

FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB 

CALL DAVID ON: 

01622 728494 

07974 891795 

dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk 

 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
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Rob Large 

Plumbing and Heating 

All aspects of plumbing  

undertaken 

No job too small 

Over ten years experience   

Phone for free estimate 

Tel: 01622 204824 

Mobile: 07738 086785 

roblargeplumbing 

@hotmail.com 

      Free car parking                                       

Company Director. Paul J. Rowland                                   

AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Paul J. Rowland 

Funeral Directors Ltd.                        

Allington                                        

01622 757177                                         

15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre                                  

Castle Road, Allington                                            

Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU                             

Penenden Heath                                                  

01622 662661                                      
4Hilary Road                                                    

Penenden Heath, Maidstone        

Kent ME14  2JP                                                                    

24 Hours A Day -365 Days a Year   

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON                          

MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS                                       

We  offer a full range of services  and facilities,                                                                     

home arrangements at your convenience 
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ADVERTISING 

To advertise in this magazine is very 

reasonable compared to many other 

forms of advertising. The magazine 

has ten issues annually, a double is-

sue 

In December/January and another 

July/Aug. The costs for the year are, 

as following: 

ı PAGE Ã22 

İ PAGE Ã35 

FULL PAGE Ã50 

I can be contacted on 01622 862255 

David Yeo  Editor 
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,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ &ÁÉÔÈ 

4ÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȭÓ ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ,ÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ &ÁÉÔÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅȤ
ÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ 
ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȢ 

4ÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ Á ÂÏÏËȟ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ 
ПÉÌÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÄÃÁÓÔÓ ÁÎÄ Á ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÅ Á ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ×ÈÏÌÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÌÅÁÒÎȤ
ÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓȭ ÄÉÓÃÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ 
ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÔÙȟ ÓÅØÕÁÌÉÔÙȟ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÒÒÉÁÇÅȢ 

-ÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ΖρπÍ ÉÎ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÔÏ φφ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌÓ  

 

4ÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ Á×ÁÒÄ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,ÏÔȤ
ÔÅÒÙ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ &ÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÍÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ΖρπȢχÍ ÔÏ φφ 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ 

! ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ ρφ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌÓ ÁÎÄ υπ ÐÁÒÉÓÈ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ #ÕÌȤ
ÔÕÒÅ 2ÅÃÏÖÅÒÙ &ÕÎÄ ÆÏÒ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌÓȟ 
×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÍÉÌÌÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÎ ÅÎÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÖÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÓÔÓ ÉÎÃÕÒÒÅÄ ÂÙ #ÏÖÉÄ-ρωȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 
ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÂ ÒÅÔÅÎÔÉÏÎȢ 

Ȱ'ÏÄ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÒȭ ɀ "ÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȭÓ ÍÅÓÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÈÏÐÅ  

 

4ÈÅ "ÉÓÈÏÐ ÏÆ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȟ 2Ô 2ÅÖÄ 3ÁÒÁÈ -ÕÌÌÁÌÌÙȟ ÈÁÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á 
ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ȰÇÒÅÁÔ ÕÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÓÔÒÕÇÇÌÅÓ ÔÏ ȰÏÖÅÒÃÏÍÅ Á 
ÄÅÖÁÓÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÃÕÔ ÓÈÏÒÔ ÅÁÒÔÈÌÙ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄ ÌÉÖÅÌÉÈÏÏÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÕÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×Å ÅÎÊÏÙȟȱ ÙÅÔ ÓÔÉÌÌ Ȱ×Å ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 
ÈÏÐÅȢȱ  

3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÉÎ 3Ô 0ÁÕÌȭÓ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌȟ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȡ Ȱ4ÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȟ ÓÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÙÍÂÏÌȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÃÁÎ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÂÅ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄȢ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÕÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÅÁÄ ÕÓ ÔÏ Á ÙÅÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÄÁÙȢȱ 

 

"ÉÓÈÏÐ 3ÁÒÁÈ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ ×ÏÒË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÒÅÁÌ ÈÅÒÏÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÏÉÎÅÓ ÁÔ 
×ÏÒË ÉÎ ÉÎÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÕÎÉÔÓȟ ÔÈÅ %ÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȟ ÏÎÃÏÌÏÇÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ ÃÁÒÅ 
×ÁÒÄÓȢȱ  

4ÈÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ȰÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÌÌȟ ÂÅȤ
ÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÖÅÒÙ ÍÕÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÖÉÄ ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃȢȱ 

 

Ȱ9ÅÔȟȱ ÓÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ÏÎȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ ÈÏÐÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÁÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÉÓ ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌȢ (ÏÐÅ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄȢȱ 
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Christmas throughout the Christian world 

For nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas Christians recognise a period 
called Advent.  It means ócomingô.  It is a time of spiritual preparation.  'Coming' 
refers to Jesusô first coming as a baby, but it also looks forward to a day when Je-
sus is expected to return in triumph at his ósecond comingô to establish perfect jus-
tice and a new order of peace. 

Originally Christians marked Advent as a time when they refrained from excessive 
eating and drinking.  Then Christmas Day reintroduced them to the joys of feast-
ing.  Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve days, with gifts exchanged as a cli-
max at Epiphany (6 January).  Today, however, Advent is more likely to be associ-
ated with accelerating festivity, with the days following Christmas something of an 
anti-climax until ótwelfth nightô, on which decorations are removed.  Many Chris-
tians worldwide are trying to revive the spirit of Advent by setting aside time to 
pray and address global poverty. 

Christmas Day is celebrated as the anniversary of Jesusô birth, although the actu-
al date is not known.  Most Christians celebrate it on 25th December.  However, 
the Orthodox Church (the ancient churches in Eastern Europe and parts of Asia) 
follows a different calendar and celebrates on 7th January.  Christians make a 
point of taking communion on Christmas Day.  Many make it the first thing they do 
as the clock strikes midnight. 

On 6th January the Christmas festival continues with a celebration of Epiphany, 
which means óthe appearanceô.  Christians remember the visit of wise men (magi) 
to Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  The Christmas tradition 
of exchanging gifts originally honoured these men, who were the first non-Jews 
(Gentiles) to worship Jesus.  It forms a reminder that in Jesus God was giving 
Himself for the benefit of the entire world. 

Orthodox Christians use this day to recall the baptism of Jesus as a grown 
man.  The significance of Jesus being baptised was that He identified Himself with 
human beings in all their need.  They mark the day by praying for Godôs blessing 
on rivers, wells and water sources. 

Christmas has never been just an escapist festival for Christians.  Those who 
treat it seriously recognise that not all the world is able to face the days with frivol-
ity or joy.  The day after Christmas, Boxing Day, was historically marked as the 
feast of St Stephen.  He was the first man to be put to death rather than give up 
his belief that Jesus was God.  And two days later a day remembering the Massa-
cre of the Innocents recalls Herodôs attempt to destroy Jesus by killing all male 
babies in Bethlehem.  Although not so widely marked as Christmas Day, it gives 
Christians the opportunity to pray for children in todayôs world who suffer as a re-
sult of the actions of adults. 

This is from: https://christianity.org.uk/christmas-throughout-the-christian-world/
#.W9Ll_xNKhsM 
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A Warm Welcome 

Every Tuesday 

3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm 

at St Martinôs Church Hall, 

Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP 

& 

Every Wednesday 

9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm 

at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre, 

Courtney Road, ME15 6LF 

 

Call Sue on 07724 185071 

 To Advertise or Subscribe: 

A quarter-page advert costs just Ã22.00 

to appear in the ten editions we produce 

annually. Other sizes available on 

request. 

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to 

your door  

Payment for hardcopies can be made at 

the church or to your distributor. 

Cheques to be made payable to: 

ñSt Martinôs Church PCC.ò 

David Yeo 

             01622862244   

Please contact the editor: 

editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk 
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6 December     How Father Christmas got where he is today 

One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.  
These days he seems to frequent shopping malls and garden centres.  If he looks 
tired, just remember that he has been around a long time and gone through a lot 
of transformations.    

Father Christmas wasnôt always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail 
trade that he is today.   He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in 
Patara, an important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey.  When his 
parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor.  He be-
came a bishop of the nearby city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered per-
secution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian. 

Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Ni-
caea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today.   He even, reportedly, 
slapped another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity. 

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness 
were just beginning.    One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued 
from certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries.  When the father 
confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.   

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Vic-
torian times as a jolly-faced bearded character.  Meanwhile, Dutch and German 
settlers had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.    

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real star-
dom.  The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minis-
ter, turned from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun po-
em for his children one Christmas.  His óThe Visit of St Nicholasô is now universally 
known by its first line:  óTôwas the Night Before Christmasô. 

From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked 
and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of 
toys on his back.   It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas en-
ters houses down chimneys and fills childrenôs stockings with toys and sweets.     

So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red?   That was the US Coca-
Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date pic-
tures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.    

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesnôt have to 
pay for petrol.  In order to get round all the children in the world on Christmas Eve, 
he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a sec-
ond, 6,395 times the speed of sound.  For all those of us who are already ex-
hausted just rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a sobering 
thought. 
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Pest Purge Ltd 

For all your 

pest problems 

Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps, 

Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles 

No job too small, same day support 

Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business 

call 01622 842481   

or 07758 615101 

www.pestpurge.co.uk 

-ÁÊÏÒ ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ×ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÙ - ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ 

 

7ÈÁÔ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÃÌÅÒÇÙ ÔÏ ПÌÏÕÒÉÓÈȩ  3ÏÍÅ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎ ÏÎÇÏÉÎÇ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ 
ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ× ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÃÕÒÁÔÅÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ  

 

4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÈÁÓ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÓÉØ ÍÁÉÎ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÏÒȤ
ÄÁÉÎÅÄ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÒÅÃÏÇÎÉÓÅ ÔÉÍÅÓ 
ÏÆ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÖÕÌÎÅÒÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÁÆПÉÒȤ
ÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

 

(Ï× #ÌÅÒÇÙ 4ÈÒÉÖÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÄÉÏÃÅÓÅÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ #ÏÖÅȤ
ÎÁÎÔ ÆÏÒ #ÌÅÒÇÙ #ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ 7ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇȟ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÄ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 

 

4ÈÅ ÂÏÏËÌÅÔ ÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ (ÏÕÓÅ 0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇȢ 
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#ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄ ÌÁÕÎÃÈÅÓ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÏÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ  

 

4ÈÅ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ %ÎÇÌÁÎÄȭÓ 'ÉÖÉÎÇ 4ÅÁÍ ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ×ÅÅË-ÌÏÎÇ ÒÅȤ
ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ɉ3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÔÏ 3ÕÎÄÁÙɊ ÔÏ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÕÓÌÙȢ )Ô ÈÏÐÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÐÁÒÉÓÈÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î 'ÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ 7ÅÅËȟ ÁÔ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÓÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅÍȢ 

4ÈÅ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÓ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÐÏÄÃÁÓÔ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉȤ
ÂÌÅȢ ! ÖÅÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÓÃÒÉÐÔÕÒÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ Á ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÏÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ "ÉÓÈÏÐ 2ÏÓÅ (ÕÄÓÏÎ-7ÉÌËÉÎ ÁÎÄ "ÉÓÈÏÐ 'ÕÌÉ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ-$ÅÈÑÁÎÉȢ 

 

"ÉÓÈÏÐ &ÒÁÎÃÉÓ-$ÅÈÑÁÎÉ ÓÁÙÓȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÏÓÉÔÙ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÌÉÖÅ Á 
ÍÉÓÅÒÌÙ ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÅÎÊÏÙÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÂÒÉÍÓ 
ÏÖÅÒ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ 

%ÒÉÔÒÅÁ ɀ ÍÏÒÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ 

  

2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÎПÉÒÍ Á ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ φω #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ× 
ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ %ÒÉÔÒÅÁ ɀ ×ÈÉÌÅ ПÉÖÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÅÄȢ 

  

2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁÎÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÏÎÇ-ÔÅÒÍ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȢ /ÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ 
ÂÁÒÓ ÆÏÒ ρφ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ .ÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÒÉÁÌȢ 

  

7ÈÅÎ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÒÏËÅ ÉÎ %ÒÉÔÒÅÁȟ ÍÁÎÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÔÏÏË ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÅÅÔÓ ÔÏ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ɀ ÐÒÏÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÆ ÁÒÒÅÓÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÉÅÓ ÓÅÉÚÅÄ ПÉÖÅ ×ÏÍÅÎ 
×ÈÏ ÓÔÅÐÐÅÄ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÊÏÉÃÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÓȢ 

  

Ȭ4ÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÏÔÈÅÒÓȟȭ ÓÁÙÓ 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌȭÓ %ÒÉÔÒÅÁÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒȟ $Ò "ÅÒÈÁÎÅ !ÓȤ
ÍÅÌÁÓÈȢ Ȱ/ÎÅ ÉÓ Á ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ ПÉÖÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÃÈÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄÓÉÄÅ ɀ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÒÅÓÔȤ
ÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÏÔȢȱ 

  

$Ò "ÅÒÈÁÎÅ ÅÓÔÉÍÁÔÅÓ ÓÏÍÅ σππ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ɀ 
ÈÅÌÄ ÉÎÄÅПÉÎÉÔÅÌÙ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÃÈÁÒÇÅ ÏÒ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÉÁÌȢ 0ÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÆÁÃÅ 
ÈÁÒÄÓÈÉÐȟ ÉÌÌÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÌÎÕÔÒÉÔÉÏÎȢ -ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏÉÌÅÔ ÆÁÃÉÌÉȤ
ÔÉÅÓȢ 

 

Ȱ%ÒÉÔÒÅÁ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÉËÅÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ +ÏÒÅÁ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ 2ÅÌÅÁÓÅ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
#%/ 0ÁÕÌ 2ÏÂÉÎÓÏÎȢ Ȱ)Ô ÂÅÇÁÎ ÉÔÓ ÃÒÁÃËÄÏ×Î ÏÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈÅÓ ÉÎ ςππςȢȱ 

 

https://www.parishresources.org.uk/generosity-week/the-generosity-week-daily-reflection/
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Based in Maidstone  
we provide private hire transfers to and from 
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar ter-

minals. 
We have a tried and tested system  
with over 8 years experience. 

Punctual, approachable, and clean modern 
cars, you can have confidence in our  
service. 

Bookings by e-mail or text  welcome 
All quotations given by e-mail or text. 

 
Phone: 07578 457452 

E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
FLIGHT MONITORED 
MEET & GREET SERVICE 
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE 
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION 
TRAFFIC MONITORING 
 
PRICE LIST 
Maidstone  
GATWICK from Ã45 
HEATHROW from Ã65 
STANSTED from Ã65 
LONDON CITY from Ã45 

AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS 
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Across 

 

1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  

4  óHe stretches out the heavens like a ð , and spreads them out like a tent to live 
inô (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  

7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noahôs ark (Genesis 
8:11) (4)  

8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  

9  Judahôs last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah 
52:11) (8)  

13 óThey all ð and were satisfiedô (Luke 9:17) (3)  

16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  

17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1) 

19 Popular song for New Yearôs Eve, Auld ð ð (4,4)  

24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  

25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel 
17:40) (4)  

26 Elgarôs best-known óVariationsô (6)  

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 
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Down 

 

1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  

2  Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)  

3  óDo this, whenever you ð it, in remembrance of meô (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)  

4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)  

5  One of the gifts Josephôs brothers took with them on their second journey to 
Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  

6 óReach out your hand and ð ð into my side. Stop doubting and believeô (John 
20:27) (3,2)  

10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  

11 óWhat ð ð that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for 
him?ô (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  

12 Horseôs feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  

13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  

14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  

15 One of Israelôs northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)  

18 Narniaôs Lion (5)  

20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings 
5:12) (5)  

21 Avariceðone of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  

22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)  

23 Jacobôs first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4) 

 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 20 



 

 19 

   Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk          19 

3Ô *ÁÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌ 

ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ×ÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÖÉÃÁÒ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÒÕÐÔ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 

                                                                                                                            4ÈÅ 2ÅÃÔÏÒÙ 

3Ô *ÁÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌ 

-Ù ÄÅÁÒ .ÅÐÈÅ× $ÁÒÒÅÎ 

) ÁÍ ÓÏÒÒÙ ) ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÆÏÕÒ-ÙÅÁÒ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ×ÈÅÎ /ÌÉÖÅÒ #ÒÏÍȤ
×ÅÌÌ ÁÂÏÌÉÓÈÅÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȠ ÎÏ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓȟ ÎÏ ÃÁÒÏÌ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ÎÏ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÎÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÆÒÁÎÔÉÃ ÌÁÓÔ-ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÍÁÎ ×ÁÓ Á ÈÅÒÏȢ 

0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÁÔ 3Ô *ÁÍÅÓȭ ÎÏÒÍÁÌÌÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÏÎ ςÎÄ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ "Ù %ÁÓÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ 
ПÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÏÌÏÕÒ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÔȤ
ÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÂÌÅ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÐÁÒÔÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ɉ×ÉÔÈ 
ÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÅÓ ÉÎ ÃÁÓÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÉÎÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÔÌÙ ÄÉÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÖÅÎÉÎÇ 
ÅÉÇÈÔ ÍÏÎÔÈÓɊȢ ,ÏÎÇ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ 3ÕÍÍÅÒ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅ ÌÉÇÈÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÔÅÓÔÅÄȟ ÍÕÓÉÃ 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ω ,ÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ #ÁÒÏÌÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÈÏÓÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÓÈÅÅÔÓ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄȢ 
7ÁÙ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒË ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÓÅÔ ÉÎȟ ÃÁÒ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÏÕÎÄȟ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÎÄÌÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÈÅÁÒÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÁÓÓ 
ÌÅÃÔÅÒÎ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÉÔÓ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÐÏÌÉÓÈȢ 

7Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÄÏ ÓÐÏÎÔÁÎÅÉÔÙ ÁÔ 3Ô *ÁÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌȢ )Æ ÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ 
×ÈÅÎ ÔÉÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÕÎÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÌÏ×ÅÄȟ ÉÔÓ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÁÎȤ
ÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ÈÏ× ÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÎÇ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÆÏÒ 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÓÐÏÎÔÁÎÅÏÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÌÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÏÎ Á ÒÏÔÁȢ 

"ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÎÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÌÌ-ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȟ ÅÆПÉÃÉÅÎÔȟ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÅÒÓ ÃÁÎ 
ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÃÔÏÒȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÃÁÌÌ ÉÔ Á ÓÔÁÆÆ ÐÅÒËȢ 

#ÁÒÏÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ɉÁÃÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌÌÙȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅɊ ÂÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÏÎÇ ÏÒÄÅÒȠ ÉÆ ÖÅÒÓÅ σ ×ÁÓ 
ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÍÉÔÔÅÄȟ ) ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÖÅÒÓÅ τȢ 4ÈÉÓ ËÅÅÐÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÔ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÔÏÅÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÈÏÖÅÒÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÎÅÒÖÏÕÓ ÂÒÅÁËÄÏ×ÎȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 
ÓÕÐÐÅÒȟ ÍÙ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÏÒÙ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÓÐÅÅÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ ×ÏÎÄÅÒ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÅÇÅÔÁÂÌÅÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÂÏÉÌÅÄ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÃË ÓÏÕÐȢ  

) ÏÆÆÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÅȟ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÏÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÈÁÎÃÅÌȟ ÍÁÙ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ ÌÏÏË ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ) ÔÕÒÎ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ПÌÏ×ÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÌÁÓÔȢ !ÌÌ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÓÔÁÒÔ ПÉÖÅ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ɉ×ÁÓ ÍÙ ×ÁÔÃÈ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÆÁÓÔȩɊ ÓÏ ) ÃÁÎ ÌÏÏË ÄÉÓÁÐÐÒÏÖÉÎÇÌÙ ÁÔ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÌÅ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÃÁÒÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ) 
ÔÈÉÎË ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÄ ÓÐÅÎÔ ÔÏÏ ÌÏÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂ ÎÅØÔ ÄÏÏÒȢ 

!ÎÄ ÓÏ ×Å ÁÌÌ ÒÅÁÃÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȟ ×ÉÔÈ ρς ÍÏÎÔÈÓ ÏÆ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÇÏÎÅ ÙÅÔ 
ÁÇÁÉÎ ÓÌÉÇÈÔÌÙ Á×ÒÙȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÅØÈÁÕÓÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ) ÅØÈÉÌÁÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÏÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÕÃÈ ÅÁÓÅȢ -Ò #ÒÏÍ×ÅÌÌȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÎȢ 

9ÏÕÒ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÕÎÃÌÅȟ  ȟ %ÕÓÔÁÃÅ 
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ρς ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÁÖÏÉÄ ÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ 

 

#ÈÁÎÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÉÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÓÔÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÌÁÍÅÎÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄȟ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 

 

-ÁËÅ Á ÌÉÓÔȢ )ÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÓÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÁÒÄÓȟ ÂÕÙÉÎÇ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÇ 
ÄÁÙȢ (ÁÖÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÓÔÓ ÈÅÌÐÓ ËÅÅÐ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÃÏÎÔÒÏÌ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȢ 

 

3ÅÔ Á ÒÅÄÕÃÅÄ ÂÕÄÇÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 7ÉÔÈ Á ÐÁÎÄÅÍÉÃ ÒÁÇÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÏ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ 
#ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ ÄÅÂÔȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÉÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÂÅÓÔ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÕÙ ÉÔȢ 

 

%ØÅÒÃÉÓÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÄÁÙ - ÉÔ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÓ ÈÁÐÐÉÎÅÓÓ-ÉÎÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÓÅÒÏÔÏÎÉÎȢ 4ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ 
ËÅÅÐ ÃÁÌÍ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȢ 

 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÏÖÅÒÉÎÄÕÌÇÅȢ 4ÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÌÃÏÈÏÌ ÁÎÄ ÒÉÃÈ ÆÏÏÄ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅȢ 

 

+ÅÅÐ ÃÁÌÍ ÁÎÄ ËÅÅÐ ËÉÎÄ ɀ ÕÒÇÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÖÏÉÄ ÁÎÙ ПÌÁÒÅ ÕÐ ÏÆ 
ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÅÎÓÉÏÎÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÒÙȟ ÃÒÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÎȟ ËÅÅÐ ÏÎ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÏÎȢ 

 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÓȡ ÂÁÔÔÅÒÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÅ× ÔÏÙÓȟ ÔÏÉÌÅÔ ÐÁÐÅÒȟ ÍÉÌËȟ ÐÁÐÅÒ 
ÔÏ×ÅÌȢ 4ÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ɀ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÎÅȢ 

 

%ÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓȡ ÐÌÁÎ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ПÉÌÍÓȟ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ ÔÁËÅÓ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ 
ÔÈÅÍ Á ÍÅÍÏÒÁÂÌÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ   

 

-ÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ :ÏÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÁÒ-ПÌÕÎÇ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ 

 

-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÁÌÌȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ 'ÏÄ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȦ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ (ÉÓ 3ÏÎȭÓ ÂÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ - ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ "ÉÂÌÅ 
ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÒÏÌÓ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÏÕÔÉÎÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÅÓÔÉÖÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȢ  
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Happy 60th Anniversary to 
St Martinôs Church Building. 
 
This plain brick building, 
Prominent and visible, 
For sixty years, in 2020, 
Has stood for Faith, Hope and Love. 
 
Home to a worshipping community, 
Holding hundreds of services, 
Praying thousands of prayers; 
Witnessing weddings, funerals, bap-
tisms; 
 
And reaching out  
In Faith, Hope and Love 
In many diverse ways, 
To the community beyond its walls. 
 
Faith in one God; 
Faith in salvation; 
Faith in resurrection life; 
Faithful in serving. 
 
Hope for the present; 
Hope for the future; 
Hope for all people; 
Hope for creation. 
 
Love for God; 
Love for each other; 
Love for community; 
Love for the world. 
 
St Martinôs is celebrating 
Sixty years of Faith Hope and Love, 
And looking to the future 
Flowing out from this special building. 
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'ÏÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅÓ 

4ÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÉÓ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÂÙ $Ò 2ÕÔÈ - "ÁÎÃÅ×ÉÃÚȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ %ÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÁÔ 
4ÈÅ &ÁÒÁÄÁÙ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÅ ÆÏÒ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÎ #ÁÍÂÒÉÄÇÅȢ 2ÕÔÈ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÓÉȤ
ÔÉÖÅ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ   

&ÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÒ 

*ÅÓÕÓȭ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ %ÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ (ÉÓ ÂÉÒÔÈ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÆ ÁÓÔÒÏÌÏÇÙȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ 
ÁÔ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ ÉÓ Á ÌÉÎË ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅ ɉÁÌÂÅÉÔ ÍÉØÅÄ ÉÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
Ï×Î ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎɊ ÁÎÄ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ 7ÈÁÔ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÏ ÅØȤ
ÐÌÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅÖÅÒ ÉÔ ÌÅÁÄÓȩ "ÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ×ÁÓ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒ ÏÆ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȩ 3ÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓȟ 
ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÓȢ  

 

&ÉÒÓÔȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÏÆ Á ÓÕÐÅÒÎÏÖÁȡ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅÌÙ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ ÅØÐÌÏÓÉÏÎ ÃÁÕÓÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÄÙȤ
ÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÒȢ /Î ÒÁÒÅ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓ Á ÓÕÐÅÒÎÏÖÁ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ %ÁÒÔÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÁËÅÄ ÅÙÅȟ 
ÒÅÍÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȢ 7Å ÎÏ× ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ (ÅÒÏÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ ÄÉÅÄ 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄ τ"#ȟ ÓÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌ ÄÁÔÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÍÕÓÔ ÂÅ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÕÐÅÒÎÏÖÁÅ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÍÁÔÃÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÉÎÇ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÎÄÒÏÍÅÄÁ ÇÁÌÁØÙ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ψ"# 
ÁÎÄ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ χ"#ȟ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÅÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÁÐÒÉÃÏÒÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ 
υ"#Ȣ  

 

.ÅØÔȟ ÃÏÍÅÓ Á ÐÌÁÎÅÔÁÒÙ ÃÏÎÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÌÉÇÎÍÅÎÔ ÍÏÓÔ ÃÏÍÍÏÎÌÙ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒ ÏÆ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍ ×ÁÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ *ÕÐÉÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ 3ÁÔÕÒÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÅÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 0ÉÓÃÅÓ ÉÎ 
χ"#ȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÓÕÒÅ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÅØÔÒÁÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ 
ȬÓÔÁÒȭ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÉÂÌÅȢ 

 

&ÉÎÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÓÔÒÏÎÏÍÉÃÁÌ ÏÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÒÅ× ÔÈÅ -ÁÇÉ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÃÏÍÅÔȢ 
4ÈÉÓ ÉÄÅÁ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÉÒ #ÏÌÉÎ (ÕÍÐÈÒÅÙÓȟ 0ÒÏÆÅÓÓÏÒ ÏÆ -ÁÔÅÒÉÁÌÓ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ ÁÔ #ÁÍȤ
ÂÒÉÄÇÅ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ /ØÆÏÒÄ ÁÓÔÒÏÎÏÍÅÒ 7' 7ÁÄÄÉÎÇÔÏÎȟ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÃÏÍÅÔ 
×ÁÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÅÄ ÂÙ #ÈÉÎÅÓÅ ÁÓÔÒÏÎÏÍÅÒÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ -ÁÒÃÈ ÁÎÄ -ÁÙȟ υ"#Ȣ (ÕÍÐÈÒÅÙÓ 
ÔÈÅÎ ÓÐÅÃÕÌÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȬÎÏ ÒÏÏÍ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÎȭ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏ ÃÁÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ *ÅÓÕÓ ×ÁÓ 
ÂÏÒÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ 0ÁÓÓÏÖÅÒȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ -ÁÇÉ ÖÉÓÉÔÅÄ *ÅÓÕÓ ÉÎ -ÁÙ ÏÒ *ÕÎÅȢ  

 

0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÂÌÉÃÁÌ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÉÎ ÁÌÌ ÓÏÒÔÓ ÏÆ ×ÁÙÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
ÖÅÒÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÅÒÉÏÕÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓ ÏÆ .ÁÚÁÒÅÔÈ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÅØÉÓÔÅÄȢ 
7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÕÅ ÅØÐÌÁÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȬÓÔÁÒ ÏÆ "ÅÔÈÌÅÈÅÍȭ ÍÁÙ ÂÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÏÆ 
ÅÖÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎ ÁÓÔÒÏÎÏÍÉÃÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÐÐÅÎÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÂÉÒÔÈȢ  

 

) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÆ 'ÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÎÔÅÒ (ÉÓ Ï×Î ÃÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 
ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ Ï×Î ÃÒÅÁÔÕÒÅÓȟ ÉÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÂÙ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉȤ
ÃÁÎÔ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÅÖÅÎÔȦ  
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4ÈÅ 2ÁÄÉÁÎÔ $Á×Î ɀ ,ÕËÅ ρ-ς ÆÏÒ !ÄÖÅÎÔ 

"Ù 4ÏÍ 0ÁÒÓÏÎÓȟ ρπ0ÕÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇȟ ΖσȢωω 

 

9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÎÃÅÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅ ÂÉÒÔÈ ÔÏ Á ÓÏÎ ȢȢȢ !ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄÓ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
УÉÅÌÄÓ ÎÅÁÒ ÂÙ ȢȢȢ 9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ УÉÎÄ Á ÂÁÂÙ ×ÒÁÐÐÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÌÏÔÈÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÙÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÍÁÎÇÅÒȢ΅ 

 

,ÕËÅͻÓ ÏÐÅÎÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ×ÅÌÌ-ÌÏÖÅÄ ÌÉÎÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅÒÁÌÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒÍ 
ÓÏÌÅÍÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÂÏÏË ÏÎ ,ÕËÅȭÓ ПÉÒÓÔ Ô×Ï ÃÈÁÐÔÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ 
!ÄÖÅÎÔ ÉÎ ςυ ÄÁÉÌÙ "ÉÂÌÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ 

 

,ÉÇÈÔÓ ÓÐÁÒËÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÒËÎÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÆÏÌÄÓ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ (ÅÍÉÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ 
ÙÅÁÒ - ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÄÏ×Î ÁÎÄ ÐÕÔ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÏØ ÉÎ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙȢ ,ÕËÅ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ 
*ÅÓÕÓȟ ÔÈÅ 2ÁÄÉÁÎÔ $Á×Î ÏÆ Á ÄÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÅÎÄȢ ,ÅÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ !ÄÖÅÎÔ ÒÅПÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÉȤ
ÒÅÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔͻÓ ÇÁÚÅ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ (ÉÍȟ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÉÎÉÎÇ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎПÉÄÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÊÏÙ 
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25 December:  The story of mince pies 

Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English Christmas fare since 
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key ingredient?  The addition of spices, suet 
and alcohol to meat came about because it was an alternative to salting and smok-
ing in order to preserve the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape - cradle-
shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top. 

21 December     Winter Solstice 

A Midwinter festival has been a part of life since pre-Christian times. When the 
hours of daylight are fewest, the warmth of the sun weakest, and life itself seeming-
ly at a standstill, our ancestors, the pagan peoples of Europe and Western Asia, 
kept festival by lighting bonfires and decorating their buildings with evergreens.   

Perhaps they believed that the dying sun could be enheartened by fire, and the life 
of the buried seed assured by the presence of evergreen branches. 

With the advent of Christianity, the Spring gods became identified with Christ, and 
the birthday of the sun with the birthday of the Light of the World. 

The early church father Tertullian did not approve of Christmas decorations. ñLet 
those who have no light in themselves light candles!... You are the light of the 
world, you are the tree ever green....ò  But by the time of St Gregory and St Augus-
tine, four centuries later, this had changed.  Pope Gregory instructed Augustine not 
to worry about harmless outward customs, as long as the right God be worshipped 
through them.  And so many Anglo-Saxon customs were never discarded, but simp-
ly endowed with a new significance.   

By 1598 one John Stow of London wrote how: óAgainst the feast of Christmas, eve-
ry manôs house, as also their parish churches, were decked with holme, ivie, bayes, 
and whatsoever the season of the yeare afforded to be greene.ô 
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