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A Letter from the Ministry Team
‘The

steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an
end; they are new every morning…’
(Lam 3: 22-23)
I’m writing this letter at a time of big change in my life. I recently ended my work as an Ignite Enabler, leaving this in the
capable hands and hearts of Melanie, Robin, Caroline, Susan,
Lesley, Roger and everyone else who is helping this new part
of St Martin’s church to grow. Since then I’ve been working
hard to finish my essays and all the other tasks needed to
pass my college course. One of these was leading Evensong
on Ascension Day, which I very much enjoyed - a big thank
you to all of you who joined in on Zoom and for your encouraging feedback.
I’m getting ready to be ordained Deacon by the bishop in Canterbury Cathedral on 3rd July and starting as Curate at St Martin’s on 4th July. There are lots of practical preparations to carry out, like buying
robes and clerical shirts, but more importantly I need time to prepare for taking on
this new role within the church. But won’t I be the same person after ordination as
before? Well yes, of course in many senses I will be the same person, I will probably still talk a bit too much in meetings, and lose track of time in sermons (although
I AM working on this!). But in another sense, I will be a different person because I
will have said ‘Yes’ to what I believe God is calling me to do and - as you may well
have experienced yourself - whenever we say yes to God’s call then we are never
quite the same again! We are on an adventure, not really knowing where God will
lead us or what we will discover on the way.
What will be my new role as Deacon? Well, in the ordination service it is made
very clear that ‘God calls all his people to follow Christ, and forms us together into
a royal priesthood, a holy nation’. It is the whole Church which is called ‘to witness
to God’s love and to work for the coming of his kingdom’. What then is the role of
ordained ministers? The ordination service states that this is simply to ‘serve this
royal priesthood’, to help the church community respond to what God is calling
them to be and to do. Deacons specifically ‘are ordained so that the people of
God may be better equipped to make Christ known’, not only through preaching
and helping to lead worship but also by following the example of Jesus, who
showed what it meant to serve by washing the feet of his disciples.
So, please can I ask you to pray for me and all the other ordinands being made
Deacon on 3rd July? To pray that God’s Holy Spirit will enable us to serve you, the
Church of Christ, as together we seek to say ‘Yes’ to what Jesus is calling us to
be and to do in the midst of His beautiful and struggling world.
Andrew Edwards
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Editor: This is a really good ‘good news’ story which you can easily make local by adding
in what your local churches have been doing this past year. We have run it long, but you
can easily cut it to fill your space.
Churches stepped up support for their communities during pandemic
More than 4,000 Church of England parishes have stepped up their support to local
communities in the face of rising levels of poverty, loneliness and isolation since the
Covid-19 pandemic, according to new research.
Church volunteers have delivered food, shopped, walked dogs and collected prescriptions this past year, according to a report by the Church of England and Church Urban
Fund.
Church volunteers have also done gardening projects, been ‘phone buddies’, aided
with job-hunting, and helped people get online, as local people struggled with the social and economic effects of the pandemic.
Despite restrictions on meeting socially, nearly a quarter of churches even started a
completely new activity during the pandemic. More than of them adapted two or more
of their existing community activities in order to meet local needs.
Overall, 37% of churches reported that they were providing more support to their
communities, with this figure rising to 41% in rural areas.
Food provision and pastoral support were by far the biggest area of support provided
by churches, with nearly 80% of churches involved in running or supporting a food
bank or similar service. Many opened food banks for the first time.
Church leaders reported that isolation, loneliness and mental health difficulties, food
poverty, unemployment and debt are more widespread in their communities as a result of the pandemic.
Church buildings, because of their size and ventilation, have been well used for activities from ante natal classes to socially prescribed exercise. In fact, many became
‘symbols of hope’, with flags, posters and artwork as a “form of visual encouragement”.
Church Urban Fund Chief Executive Rachel Whittington said: “2020 was a year like no
other, and yet churches across the UK rose … with undeterred compassion, displaying
the love in action which lies at the heart of the Christian gospel.”
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience
Phone for free estimate

Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR
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Church Commissioners to reduce carbon intensity of its portfolio by 2025
The Church Commissioners for England have announced their goal to reduce the carbon intensity of their investment portfolio by 25% by 2025.
The 25% reduction target, based on a baseline of 2019, is “a realistic goal in our mission to create real world change to transition to a net zero global economy.”
The Church Commissioners have therefore committed to “increasing engagement activity with the highest emitting companies in our portfolio, as well as with our investment managers across all asset classes.”
They go on: “We are also increasing our policy work in the build-up to COP26 and beyond. This includes Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs), Deforestation and
the Green Recovery.”
The 2025 target includes the Commissioners’ public equities and real estate portfolio.
Bishop tells General Synod to speak against persecution of religious believers and atheists
The Bishop of Leeds, Nick Baines, recently told General Synod that “human dignity and
flourishing is diminished” when religious believers and atheists are persecuted.
He also warned the Church of England’s decision-making body that it would be an “act
of self-harm” only to speak up for persecuted Christians.
Speaking in a debate on Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB), Bishop Nick addressed
many abuses including against Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang, China, atheists in Saudi Arabia, and Christians in Pakistan.
"If human rights mean anything, then the freedom to choose our religion or belief, the
freedom to change our religion or belief and the freedom to have no religion or stated
belief at all is a right we all have by virtue of being human," Bishop Nick said.
He continued: “Violations are increasing and intensifying involving not just intolerance
and exclusion but active discrimination.
“In its ultimate form this can culminate in genocide, a phenomenon that has sadly been
seen with increasing frequency, whether that of Christians and Yazidis at the hands of
Isis in Iraq, Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar or Uighurs in China.”
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The Parable of the Great Banquet
One thing that we’ve probably missed over the past year is parties. Well, this month
should enable us to party again! Lots of Jesus’ parables focus on parties, as they are a
picture of the joy, hope and life of the kingdom of God. The parable of the Great Banquet (Luke 14: 15-24) challenges us not to miss out on this.
In Jesus’ day, when people accepted an invitation to a banquet, they were only told the
actual time on the day: ‘Come, for everything is now ready’ (17). Jesus’ invites each one
of us to share in the life of His kingdom.

However, the guests made excuses for not coming. At the time, this would have been extremely insulting to the host. They said: ‘I have just bought a field; I must try out my
new team of oxen; I have just got married’ (18-20). These are all good things in themselves, however they reveal their priorities were elsewhere.
We too can be pre-occupied with our own routines of work, family, retirement, holidays, friends, home, social media, that we forget God’s priorities for our lives. Jesus
calls for total commitment from His disciples. What priority in my life is holding me
back from accepting His invitation?

How did the host respond? He ordered His servants to ‘Go out quickly into the streets
and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ (21).
He invited the unexpected and unacceptable people to His banquet. Jesus makes the
point that God’s kingdom is open to all! Thinking about our family, friends, colleagues
and neighbours, even if they’re not like us or show little interest in God: Are we willing
to offer them God’s invitation to share His love and life?

Home alone, wanting a gnome
Do you yearn for a garden gnome? You are not the only one.

Since last year’s lockdown, garden centres have been reporting a ‘massive upswing’ in
ornament sales, due to people being forced to spend more time in their gardens.
Gnomes top the list of most-wanted ornaments, with a near 100 per cent increase in
sales over the past two years.
There was even a gnome crisis a while back, when the Suez Canal got jammed, and
thousands of gnomes on their way to UK gardens could not get through.
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,

Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”

Every Wednesday

David Yeo

9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071

Gardening really is good for you
According to a recent study conducted by the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and
two universities, people who garden every day have well-being scores 6.6 per cent
higher, and stress levels 4.2 per cent lower than those who do not garden at all.
Dr Lauriane Chalmin-Pui, RHS well-being fellow and lead author says, “The evidence
overwhelmingly suggests that the more frequently you garden, the greater the health
benefits.
“In fact, gardening every day has the same positive impact on your well-being as undertaking regular, vigorous exercise like cycling or running.

“Gardening is like effortless exercise: it doesn’t feel as strenuous as going to the gym,
but we can expend similar amounts of energy.”
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Editor: The Revd Dr Jo White continues her Reflected Faith series with what it can really
mean to ‘be still.’
Reflected Faith: Sit and be Still
How do you ‘sit’ in church? I’m a wriggler and change my position on the seat often. I
cross one leg over the other, then swap them over, stretch them out, then cross them at
the ankles. I do the same with my arms. I lean one way and then the other.
In other words, ‘I’m a fidget.’ But having been absent from a church building for so
long, I wanted to think this month about simply sitting and being still before the Lord.
I’m well aware we’ve done little else this last 18 months – but if you manage to get into
a church building, for whatever reason I’d like to encourage us all to just sit still and
breathe in the place. To relish being ‘back’!
To sit ‘heavily’ in that spot. To feel the solidity of the surface you are sitting on. Lean
into it. Feel how it supports you. Feel each part of your body where it is touching the
chair or pew.
Look around you at all the distinctive seating set aside for the different participants of
the church: the choir, the worship leader, a deacon or curate, the priest and so on.
In an Anglican church there will be a chair especially dedicated for the use of the Bishop.
However plain or fancy each piece of furniture is within your building, they all have
the same purpose. To hold the person and keep them safe.
This month:
As you sit in the church building – or at home if you are not able to do so – think of all
those people in the Bible stories who sat with Jesus. The number of times He taught in
the Temple or in a synagogue, or to crowds gathered on a hill. Recall the Last Supper
and His friends gathered sitting with Him to eat and share the Passover meal, and then
recall the meal with the men from the Emmaus Road. So many meal times with the
bold and the weak, the saints and the sinners. With you and me.
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What does your lawn say about you?
A perfectly mown lawn may look beautiful, but it is also a sign of male control.
So says Monty Don, the Gardeners’ World presenter. He is wary of what he calls the
‘male obsession’ to achieve a closely cut lawn which is of pure and perfect grass, without any other plants in it at all. Monty Don calls such an attitude to gardening
“controlling rather than embracing,” and reckons it is based on a desire to get just one
more “aspect of life under control”.
Instead, Don urges that at least part of our lawns should be encouraged to become
wildflower meadows, which are much better for the environment. He explains:
“Cutting grass burns fossil fuel, makes a filthy noise and is about the most injurious
thing you can do to wildlife. Whereas, simply letting grass grow … is probably the single most effective thing you can do in any garden of any size, to encourage, particularly,
insect life, but also small mammals, invertebrates and reptiles.”

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles
No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

call 01622

842481

or 07758

615101
www.pestpurge.co.uk
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4th June St Petroc, the founder of Padstow
If you would like to be in Cornwall this summer in search of peace and quiet, Petroc is
the saint for you. Especially if you used to find Padstow a bit too crowded for your liking! He would have sympathised.
This 6th century abbot is Cornwall’s most famous saint. Petroc set sail from South
Wales, landed at Haylemouth, and founded a monastery at Lanwethinoc – now called
Padstow, after him (Petroc’s Stow).
Padstow must have been popular even in those days, because about 30 years later Petroc, in search of some peace and quiet, moved on to build another monastery at Little
Petherick (Nanceventon). Here he must have decided to try some 6th century equivalent of ‘Fresh Expressions’, because he engaged with his local community by building a
mill and a chapel.
In time, Petroc began feeling crowded again. So he tramped off to the remote wilds of
Bodmin Moor, where he lived as a hermit – until some 12 monks turned up to join him.
Firmly, Petroc kept them all housed in a monastery on a hilltop, while he enjoyed his
private space in a cell by the river.

But even here Petroc was not alone. One day a terrified stag came rushing through the
woods, pursued by the hunt. Petroc flung open the door of his cell, and the panting animal took refuge. When the huntsmen arrived on the scene, they did not dare to argue
with the famous holy man, and went their way. The stag’s gratitude made him tame,
and Petroc would come to be portrayed with a stag as his special emblem.
Petroc was buried in the monastery in Padstow but in c.1000 his shrine and relics, including his staff and bell, were translated to Bodmin. Here they have stayed ever since,
except for a short, unplanned trip to Brittany in 1177, when they were stolen and carted off by a naughty Canon of the Church. Henry II intervened, and everything but a rib
of Petroc was eventually returned.
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS
Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING
PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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Across
1 Military tactic used by Joshua to attack and destroy the city of Ai (Joshua 8:2) (6)
4 Place of learning (6)
8 ‘When Moses’ hands grew — , they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on
it’ (Exodus 17:12) (5)
9 Unpleasant auguries of the end of the age, as forecast by Jesus (Matthew 24:7) (7)
10 Stronghold to which girls in King Xerxes’ harem (including Esther) were taken (Esther
2:8) (7)
11 Where Saul went to consult a medium before fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 28:7) (5)
12 Propitiation (Hebrews 2:17) (9)
17 Turn away (Jeremiah 11:15) (5)
19 So clear (anag.) (7)
21 ‘I have just got — , so I can’t come’: one excuse to be absent from the great banquet
(Luke 14:20) (7)
22 Long weapon with a pointed head used by horsemen (Job 39:23) (5)
23 Musical beat (6)
24 What the Israelites were told to use to daub blood on their door-frames at the first
Passover (Exodus 12:22) (6)
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Down

1 Fasten (Exodus 28:37) (6)
2 Art bite (anag.) (7)
3 ‘The people of the city were divided; some — with the Jews, others with the
apostles’ (Acts 14:4) (5)
5 Contend (Jeremiah 12:5) (7)
6 Possessed (Job 1:3) (5)
7 Sheen (Lamentations 4:1) (6)
9 ‘You love evil rather than good, — rather than speaking the truth’ (Psalm 52:3) (9)
13 Large flightless bird (Job 39:13) (7)
14 They were worth several hundred pounds each (Matthew 25:15) (7)
15 ‘A — went out to sow his seed’ (Matthew 13:3) (6)
16 How Jesus described Jairus’s daughter when he went into the room where she lay
(Mark 5:39) (6)
18 The part of the day when the women went to the tomb on the first Easter morning
(John 20:1) (5)
20 Narrow passageway between buildings (Luke 14:21) (5)

ANSWERS on page 21
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The story behind the HYMN: ‘Lord, for the years’
Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today.
Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive your people's praise.
*Lord, for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,
Christ and his kingdom one united aim;
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. …

By Timothy Dudley Smith
This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Revd Timothy Dudley Smith, who later became Bishop of Thetford. He later confessed: “I wrote it on a train when I was
very pressed for time. I’m thankful if something I write gets picked up, but I suspect
anyone who does something in a rush later regrets that they didn’t find time to apply
the sandpaper a bit more!”
Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of the Children’s Special Service Mission, now Scripture Union, in St Paul’s Cathedral. His commission was to write words that could be fitted to Jean Sibelius’s Finlandia, as it was to
be accompanied by an orchestra with this tune in their repertoire. And so – ‘Lord for
the years’ was written.
Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time – his lyrics were a ‘hit’ in the
cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that George Carey chose the
hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of Bath and Wells, and then again later,
in 1991, or his consecration as Archbishop in Canterbury Cathedral.
The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved, until in 2002 Timothy Dudley Smith
was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could even be sung around the time of
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.
Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she celebrates her
95th birthday this month. She does indeed thank God ‘for the years your love has kept
and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way’…
And so indeed the ‘extra’ verse added for the Queen has also held true:
Lord for our hopes, the dreams of all our living,
Christ and his kingdom one united aim,
Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving,
Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive
relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Wonders of the Living World
What are the best metaphors we could use to describe biological things? You might be
used to hearing phrases like “your genetic blueprint” or “survival of the fittest”, but are
they helpful or even accurate? Some of these words fail to capture the wonder and joy
of understanding something new about the nature of living organisms.
I learned that one researcher was using the phrase ‘The Snuggle for Existence’ as a way
to convey the idea, familiar to biologists, that cooperation is at the heart of the living
world. For example, every cell more complex than a bacterium contains minute energy
factories, each one containing their own piece of DNA – which makes them a sort of
miniature cell, hidden away inside the larger host cell. These ‘mitochondria’, as biologists call them, turn raw materials from the host into chemical energy. In this way, everyone benefits: the mitochondria now have a safe a place to live, and the host receives
the energy it needs. There are many more examples of organisms working together to
produce something that is more than the sum of its parts, where often the individual
parts could not survive on their own.
‘The Map of Life’ is a way of describing the regularities we see in biological processes.
Eyes, legs and wings have emerged in the living world again and again, and why not? If
the properties of light and gravity remain constant, we should expect living things to
find the same solutions to seeing or getting around. When we look at these organisms’
family trees, we see they share a common ancestor that had no eyes, or no wings.
These structures have developed completely independently, or you could say that the
paths of the living world have converged on the same solution. That’s not to say they
had a conscious goal, but that the world has certain properties, and those properties
have channelled biological processes in certain directions.
None of these stories give us definite evidence for God. Science simply provides data,
which can often be interpreted in several different ways. Perhaps the world just happens to be full of mathematical regularities, maybe there’s an overarching physical law
we don’t yet understand, or perhaps there are multiple universes and ours happens to
be the one in which life has arisen. But I believe that the observations scientists make
about the living world are compatible with the existence of the God described by Christian faith.
More at wondersofthelivingworld.org.
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9th June Columba of Iona, missionary to the UK
In 563 AD St Columba sailed from Ireland to Iona – a tiny island off Mull, in the
Western Highlands. He brought Christianity with him.
Columba (c. 521 -97) was born in Donegal of the royal Ui Neill clan, and he trained
as a monk. He founded the monasteries of Derry (546), Durrow (c.556) and probably Kells. But in 565 Columba left Ireland with twelve companions for Iona, an island
off southwest Scotland. Iona had been given to him for a monastery by the ruler of
the Irish Dalriada.

Why would a monk in his mid-40s go into such voluntary exile? Various explanations include: voluntary exile for Christ, an attempt to help overseas compatriots in
their struggle for survival, or even as some sort of punishment for his part in a row
over a psalter in Ireland. Whatever the reason, Columba went to Iona and spent the
rest of his life in Scotland, returning to Ireland only for occasional visits.
Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, striking figure of powerful
build and impressive presence, who combined the skills of scholar, poet and ruler
with a fearless commitment to God’s cause. Able, ardent, and sometimes harsh, Columba seems to have mellowed with age.
As well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also converted Brude, king of
the Picts. Columba had great skill as a scribe, and an example of this can be seen in
the Cathach of Columba, a late 6th century psalter in the Irish Academy, which is the
oldest surviving example of Irish majuscule writing. In his later years Columba
spent much time transcribing books.
Columba’s death was apparently foreseen by his community, and even, it seems,
sensed by his favourite horse. He died in the church just before Matins, and it is a
tribute to this man that his traditions were upheld by his followers for about a century, not least in the Synod of Whitby and in Irish monasteries on the continent of
Europe.
Here is a prayer of St Columba:
Christ With Us
My dearest Lord,
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Editor: The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a
former communications director for the CofE, is all for working with our local media.
Keeping faith in the local media
The vital role played by local newspapers and radio in encouraging greater understanding of faith has been highlighted in a newly-published parliamentary report.
I say Amen to that.
‘Learning to Listen’, produced by the All Party Parliamentary Group on Religion in the
Media, praises the positive role played by local and regional media in reporting religion
in a “balanced, nuanced and informative way.” It forms part of a wide-ranging review of
‘religious literacy’ across the press and broadcasting.
The report contrasts this sensitive grassroots coverage with the way faith is often reported in the national press.
As someone who trained as a local newspaper reporter and has been involved in working with the media to cover faith issues for more than 45 years, I wholeheartedly agree
with the report’s praise.
But from conversations with editors and faith leaders, I know there still exists a divide
to be crossed. Often, local journalists are unaware of the rich source of news and feature stories that lie within local faith communities.
And the vicars, pastors, rabbis, imams and other faith leaders are either wary of their
local media or are not aware that the local newspaper or radio station would welcome
hearing from them.
Where churches and other faith groups have built links with their local media, positive,
informed coverage is often achieved.
In the 98-page ‘Learning to Listen’ report, the group of MPs and members of the House
of Lords said, “We heard compelling evidence that local media continues to represent
religions in a more balanced, nuanced and informative way than national media.
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“Reporting on local religious festivals, community events and local charities can represent the lively reality of religious practice and experience in a way that is very difficult
for national journalism to achieve.”
The parliamentarians also praised the role of BBC local radio in reporting faith, stating
“regional broadcasting has an important role to play in representing everyday belief. It
has the capacity to introduce new perspectives at the same time as creating a common
narrative. It is an area where religious programming continues to be valued and prioritised.”
The report highlights the Sunday morning faith and ethics-based programmes broadcast by English BBC local radio stations, and comments “when prioritised, good local
religious programming can be engaging, interrogative and enjoyable.” It commends especially the role played by the stations in covering faith issues during the pandemic.
But the parliamentary report also spells out the challenges to local reporting. Advertising has been sucked away from regional and local newspapers by the social media giants, and BBC local radio is under pressure as the Corporation’s licence-based funding
comes under attack.
In response to these challenges the report concludes, “This loss of local, public interest
reporting is deeply worrying. Not only does local journalism play an important social
and democratic role, we received compelling evidence that it fulfils a valuable function
in representing religion and belief in an accessible and balanced way.”
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11th June

Barnabas , Paul’s first missionary companion

Would you have liked to go to Cyprus on holiday this year? If so, spare a thought for the
Cypriot who played such a key role in the New Testament.
He was Joseph, a Jewish Cypriot and a Levite, who is first mentioned in Acts 4:36, when
the Early Church was sharing a communal lifestyle. Joseph sold a field and gave the
money to the apostles. His support so touched them that they gave him the nickname
of Barnabas, ‘Son of Encouragement’.
Barnabas has two great claims to fame. Firstly, it was Barnabas who made the journey
to go and fetch the converted Paul out of Tarsus, and persuade him to go with him to
Antioch, where there were many new believers with no one to help them. For a year
the two men ministered there, establishing a church. It was here that the believers
were first cled Christians.
It was also in Antioch (Acts 13) that the Holy Spirit led the church to ‘set aside’ Barnabas and Paul, and to send them out on the church’s first ever ‘missionary journey’. The
Bible tells us that they went to Cyprus, and then travelled throughout the island. It was
at Lystra that the locals mistook Barnabas for Zeus and Paul for Hermes, much to their
dismay.
Much later, back in Jerusalem, Barnabas and Paul decided to part company. While Paul
travelled on to Syria, Barnabas did what he could do best: return to Cyprus and continue to evangelise it. So, if you go to Cyprus and see churches, remember that Christianity on that beautiful island goes right back to Acts 13, when Barnabas and Paul first arrived.
In England there are 13 ancient church dedications and not a few modern ones. Barnabas the generous, the encourager, the apostle who loved his own people – no wonder
he should be remembered with love.
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St James the Least of All

On getting to church at a social distance
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Since your parishioners mostly live in an area of half a square mile, where their only
concern in getting to church is whether to take the underpass, or to risk a dash across
the ring road, you may have little understanding of the problems our folk have in travelling our long country lanes to church, especially as we are keeping our social distance from each other.
Several parishioners have decided that they can’t possibly share cars even with their
own spouses, as in their 15-room homes they have successfully (and in some cases,
happily) avoided each other for months. So the lane outside the church has filled up
each week with Mercedes nudging Audis, and Land Rovers easing in between Bentleys.
Others arrive on horseback. But they are careless about leaving their horses to graze in
the churchyard, and I have had to remind them twice that flowers in memorial vases
are not fodder. The horses do help to keep the grass down, but unfortunately our verger now objects to standing outside during Mattins, holding the reins of half a dozen
horses. He says it is not part of his job description, which only confirms my view that
there is entirely too much fuss these days about having job descriptions at all.
Major Crompton’s devotion to his new sit-on lawnmower has inspired him to travel to
church on it. Since he is unable to uncouple the mowing apparatus, the tarmac on his
two-mile drive is acquiring interesting patterns. His drive at two miles per hour along
narrow lanes means he arrives leading a procession of cars with drivers given the opportunity to exercise the Christian virtue of patience.
Mrs Pendleton, on the other hand, leads a small but select group from the Mothers’ Union who are all keen cyclists. They all arrive on a whoosh of fresh air, their hair in total
disarray, but with pink cheeks glowing with health. Nobody in church minds sitting
near them, as anyone who can manage to peddle an old three-gear bicycle up the hill to
our church is most unlikely to be sickening for anything.
Finally, of course, the majority arrive on foot, having negotiated fields, stiles and assorted cattle on the way. The countryside may well praise God, but one does wish they
wouldn’t bring quite so much of it into church.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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God's Brilliantly Big Creation Story
By Dai Woolridge, Bible Society, £6.99
Here’s a good way to introduce young children (aged three to six) to the Genesis creation account. Written with rhythm and rhyme, the book covers the awe-inspiring journey through the days of Creation, and it is full of fun and beautiful imagery, from the
vastness of the solar system to the immediacy of small animals.
The book would be good for reading aloud to preschool-aged children, and for use with
children starting to learn to read. It will help parents looking for a fun, fresh way to introduce children to the Christian faith.
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God in the Arts
The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘Christ before the High Priest and
the Denial of Peter’. This painting, done in tempera on wood, now hangs in the Museo dell'Opera del
Duomo, Siena. Our picture of it is in the public domain, and can be found at: https://
upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/de/Duccio_di_Buoninsegna__Christ_before_Annas_and_Peter_Denying_Jesus_-_WGA06796.jpg
‘I do not know the man’, the fearful Peter said
At the end of this month, on 28th June, we celebrate two of the great saints of the early church: Peter
and Paul. We might relate more easily to Peter because his humanity and vulnerability spill out of the
pages of the New Testament in everything he said and did. Peter was a fisherman, who was impetuous and headstrong, not once, but over and over again, saying one thing, and doing another. And yet
our Lord chose Peter as the rock on which He would build His church, and at Caesarea Philippi Peter
acknowledges that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Then, when Jesus is arrested, the
same Peter in the High Priest’s courtyard declares with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’
That denial is in all four Gospels. We might have expected the evangelists would have had greater respect for this follower of Jesus. But they are not intimidated by his later fame and importance, and
they record the episode in vivid detail.
That episode is recorded by Duccio in this month’s painting, ‘Christ before the High Priest and the Denial of Peter.’ Duccio worked in Siena in the late 13th and 14th centuries. In his paintings Jesus and the
saints are no longer remote, austere figures: he portrays them in a natural, simple way. His greatest
work was a series of 45 panels called the Maesta.
This month’s picture is the first painting to depict Jesus’ trial and Peter’s denial together. The scene is
a two-storey building: the figures above, apart from the High Priest, are all on their feet. Below, the
figures are all seated, with the exception of the serving girl. Notice the wonderful array of hair styles
and beards that are typical of Duccio’s work.
In the painting Peter is recognisable by his halo, like Jesus above. He is in a direct line below Jesus,
but just look at the contrast between the two. Jesus is standing with His hands bound in front of Him
and His head to one side. Peter below is seated, looking straight at the girl, raising his hand to protest
his ignorance and warming his feet by the fire. It needed courage for Peter to be there, but the Gospels tell us how quickly his vulnerability is exposed. As he answers the questions and reveals his Galilean accent, he starts to curse. He denies Jesus three times, and the scene ends in bitter tears. For all
the bravado, a human, broken figure leaves the scene.
On his feast day we rejoice in that humanity of Peter, which brought him low, but encouraged him to
try again. In Duccio’s painting his denial takes place by the fire of the courtyard. It will be by another
fire lit on the shore of the sea of Tiberias that Peter will be asked another three questions – not by a
serving girl, but by Jesus. This time he will respond with affirmation, knowing that his Lord has come
in resurrection glory to bring a new way forward for him and for everyone as He offers life in abundance.
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