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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Learning to be a servant
So as I write this I have just watched the funeral of the Duke of Edinburgh, it is
something the establishment do with remarkable rigour and what we have come to
expect from the Royal Family on any occasion.
It is perhaps a sad fact that Covid has been a levelling experience. I think most of
us know of someone or a family who may have passed on in the last year and has
had to comply to the rule of 30. As it is for us so it is for the Royal Family who is
headed by our Queen who also is the head of the Church of England.

But what besides the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme is Prince Philip’s legacy, I
think we can use words such as loyalty, faith and even servanthood. Loyalty in that
he held his position as the Queen’s ,,,,,,, with such regard that he was always immaculate in his dress and his normally carefully chosen words. But also happy to
have kept his place of 2 steps behind her Majesty. Loyal to his wife and Queen
where ever they went he was there with her.
His life really one of servant to the Queen and this country. Servent in that in his undeniable love for her Majesty he had given up any recognisable normal life. He
served this country by representing the Queen on his own events. But also as a
man of faith he served God in his interests of the health of the nation’s youth and
also in the environment.
Someone once said he was ahead of his time in that he was an environmentalist
before it was fashionable. Nearly all of his waking day would be in service to God
and the queen. I think through all the pomp and circumstance aligned to the Royal
family there is also a something that we can take from their non- media lives. To be
a servant.
So who else might we look to as a good example of being a good servant, well it
might surprise you that Jesus Christ came to serve us, everything about his three
year ministry was about serving us. His message was of love and how we are to
love one another.
Mattew20 vs 28 Jesus said “Just as the son of man did not come to be served , but
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Everything about Jesus was to
give us, Gods children, the chance to understand how we are wonderfully made in
Gods image. In that image we have been made to care for one another, to look out
for those who need help, to become relational. A side-effect of Covid is that we are
actually going out of way to be there for others. Our challenge when a normality arrives that we must keep going in loving our neighbour.
Living in Love and Faith
Robin
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Prayer
Someone somewhere once said, "We pray not to change God’s mind,
but that we might be changed." Often prayer does this; it helps us to
see where we, in Ghandi’s famous words, can "be the change we want
to see in the world." But sometimes we pray out of longing and pain,
simply because we need to be heard by someone who loves us unconditionally, cares about us eternally and offers us peace and comfort
through the presence of the Holy Spirit.
Prayer is not an exact science; it can arise from us at any time, and be
practiced at specific times. There will always be questions about how
God answers prayer, and this page does not exist to address them;
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive
relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Finding Expression – and God’s Response – in Lament
The question of suffering comes up regularly in discussions about science and faith. I
once visited a school to speak to some of the older teenagers. One of the pupils had
sadly passed away from cancer a few weeks before and his classmates asked, “How
God could let this happen?” Of course, these young people’s questions about where
God was in this situation were important. But the chaplain also gently reminded the
class that their friend’s family were Christians, and that they were finding that their experience of loss had brought them even closer to God than before.
One way that grief can bring us near to God is when we share it with Him, telling Him
exactly how we feel. The biblical writers had no scruples about expressing themselves
to God, giving vent to emotions we often hold back in a church context. As my colleague Roger Abbott has written in his book on ‘Unanswered’ Prayer, “Let us not confuse reverence with spiritual prudishness. Perhaps honesty, the way it feels, is precisely what God is waiting to hear from us.”
About one third of the Psalms express some form of grief. The book of Job is a series of
responses to one man’s suffering as he loses his children, property and health in quick
succession. Lamentations is also one long outpouring of sadness at what happened to
Israel under the Babylonians. Some of the prophets, especially Jeremiah, also express
their pain at these sorts of events – which reflect something of God’s own feelings at
the suffering of His people.
Most of these biblical authors would have had access to Scriptures that encouraged
them to turn to God whatever the circumstances. Emboldened by their knowledge of
His character and promises, these divinely inspired writers even express their anger to
God about the things He lets happen, or complain that He seems to act unfairly or ignore them in their plight. Not only do these people let out all their feelings without fear
of reprisal, but they also clearly expect a helpful answer. Some record a resolution to
their troubles – often simply because God speaks to and comforts them, enabling them
to keep going.
The biblical writers demonstrated that God can handle pretty much anything – anger,
blame, bitterness – if we are actively looking to Him for help. As Pete Greig of the 24-7
prayer movement has written, “pain that is not expressed can never be transformed”
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience
Phone for free estimate

Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

ADVERTISING

To advertise in this magazine is very
reasonable compared to many other
forms of advertising. The magazine
has ten issues annually, a double issue
In December/January and another
July/Aug. The costs for the year are,
as following:
¼ PAGE £22
½ PAGE £35
FULL PAGE £50
I can be contacted on 01622 862255
David Yeo Editor
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Editor: This story is easy for you to ‘make local’ – it is an appeal for help to pay for jabs
around the world. This might make a great little campaign for your church…. We have
run the story long, to give you the full picture, but it can easily be cut.
Church of England backs VaccinAid campaign to ‘Give the World a Shot’ to help
defeat Covid-19
The Church of England is supporting the ‘VaccinAid’ campaign which aims to help
fund the biggest vaccination drive in history.
Led by UNICEF UK, with the online fundraising platform Crowdfunder, the campaign
offers people a practical way to give thanks for their Covid-19 vaccination, by making
a voluntary donation to help pay for jabs for others around the world.
It aims to help fund almost two billion Covid-19 vaccines for health workers and the
most high-risk and vulnerable people on our planet. The money raised will also help
UNICEF provide tests and treatments to people in 190 countries around the world
through the global COVAX initiative.
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, is encouraging people and congregations
both to donate, and also to spread the word in their community, as a practical demonstration of Jesus’s command to love our neighbour.
VaccinAid is being supported by other faith groups, businesses, celebrities and the
NHS.
Using the Crowdfunder platform, individual donations can be given, or communities including parishes - can sign-up to fundraise together.
Local churches are being encouraged to join the campaign, with resources available to
download for free on the AChurchNearYou.com Resource Hub to share on social media, newsletters or notice boards.
The recently launched campaign has been developed in just a few weeks following a
meeting convened by Archbishop Justin with faith leaders, Government and NGOs to
discuss how people in the UK could do something practical in response to the real
sense of gratitude they have felt as they and their loved-ones receive their vaccines.
PTO
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Archbishop Justin said: “The Covid-19 crisis has had a profound impact on people here
and around the world, but vaccines offer the hope of a brighter future. I’m delighted
that churches and other faith groups in the UK are supporting the VaccinAid campaign.
“There is no better way to show our deep gratitude for the gifts of science and medicine than making sure vulnerable people around the world are also given a shot.
For more information on the campaign go to www.vaccinaid.org to donate or begin
fundraising.

C of E to provide National Professional Qualification for school leadership in
partnership with Catholic Church
The Department for Education has recently announced that a partnership between The Church of England and the Catholic Church will provide part of the Government’s reformed National Professional Qualification training for teachers from
September 2021.
The new National Professional Qualifications will provide training for teachers in
different areas of school leadership, including senior leadership, headship and executive leadership as well as specialist areas of teaching.
The Church of England NPQs will support up to 2,500 teachers each year across the
whole country.
The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, the Church of England’s lead bishop for Education, said: "I'm delighted that the Government has demonstrated its confidence in
our track record of leadership training. Through the Church of England's Foundation for Educational Leadership, we have a first class and innovative team.”
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,

Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”

Every Wednesday

David Yeo

9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071

Displaced Christians starving in Tigray, Ethiopia
Troops from the massive army of Marxist Eritrea have been massacring the Christian
people of Ethiopia’s Tigray region. Recently, three days of slaughter in the region left
more than 100 dead.
They are only the latest victims, for already hundreds more Christians have died at the
hand of the Eritrean forces in Axum, in central Tigray. According to Amnesty International, it could amount to a crime against humanity.

Despite denials by the Eritrean government, details are now emerging. Torture, killing,
atrocities have been the pattern of recent months. Eritrea has a long track-record of
brutal persecution. It is often considered to be the second worst country in the world
for Christians, after North Korea
Food in Tigray is now desperately short. Famine has been predicted. Christian leaders
from Tigray have appealed to Barnabas Aid to send funds. If you would like to help,
please go to: https://barnabasfund.org
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Give Thanks appeal raises funds for vulnerable people
Christian Aid’s latest appeal, which enables people to give thanks for their Covid-19
vaccine and help others in crisis across the world, has raised £130,000.
Many people in the UK are feeling a sense of relief as loved ones receive their vaccines.
Christian Aid’s Give Thanks appeal encourages people to pass the blessing on, by helping others who have little protection from the pandemic.
Funds from the appeal are helping vulnerable communities around the world access
soap, water, food and vital health information as Covid-19 continues to destroy lives
and livelihoods. Christian Aid partners have so far directly helped over half a million
people in 27 countries.
A donation page has been set up where people can give to Christian Aid’s Coronavirus
Appeal.
C of E responds to child sexual abuse report
The Church of England has recently published a detailed response to the recommendations of the IICSA (Independent Inquiry Child Sexual Abuse) report from October
2020.
The response includes an admission that “the Church of England failed to protect
some children and young people from sexual predators within their midst.”
It goes on: “While the Church will continue to apologise, the main focus is now recognising the distress caused, and acting to improve its safeguarding structures.”
The Church has accepted in full the recommendations made by the Inquiry. “Our response document focuses on response to victims and survivors including redress,
structure and independence, information sharing, revision of the Clergy Discipline
Measure and external audits.”
The Church has set up an IICSA safeguarding programme, for which the Archbishops’
Council will be responsible.
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C of E to provide National Professional Qualification for school leadership in
partnership with Catholic Church
The Department for Education has recently announced that a partnership between The Church of England and the Catholic Church will provide part of the Government’s reformed National Professional Qualification training for teachers from
September 2021.
The new National Professional Qualifications will provide training for teachers in
different areas of school leadership, including senior leadership, headship and executive leadership as well as specialist areas of teaching.
The Church of England NPQs will support up to 2,500 teachers each year across the
whole country.
The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, the Church of England’s lead bishop for Education, said: "I'm delighted that the Government has demonstrated its confidence in
our track record of leadership training. Through the Church of England's Foundation
for Educational Leadership, we have a first class and innovative team.”

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles

No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

call 01622
or 07758

842481
615101
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How Long Oh Lord. A reflection on a year of Covid.

How long Oh Lord, How Long…
Must we endure this pandemic?
Already longer than a year:
A year of anxiety and dread;
A year of grief and sorrow;
A year of isolation and loneliness;
A year with new restrictions
Reaching every part of our lives,
Prohibiting shared meals, hugs and visits.
How long Oh Man, How long…
Before you turn in faith to Me;
Before you work according to My will;
Before you act to save the world;
Before you see that I am with you
In all your pain and suffering;
Before you love your neighbour as yourself?
How long Oh Lord, How Long…
Will Your faithful love continue;
Will You offer grace and forgiveness;
Will Your light overcome the darkness;
Will Your love be our comforter;
Will Your hope penetrate our fear;
Will You work through Your servants on Earth?
We long oh Lord, we long…
To know the answers we cannot know;
To measure the time we cannot measure.
But we know You are everlasting;
Your love, light and hope never cease;
We know You are the Great I am,
Caring for us, past, present and future.
May we trust O Lord
May we trust.
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS
Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING
PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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Across
1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10)
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7)
8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is mine’ (John 17:10) (5)
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4)
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8)
13 Member of the Society of Friends (6)
15 At ague (anag.) (6)
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8)
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4)
21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who wrote Murder in the Cathedral, T.S.
— (5)
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7)
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10)
Down
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5)
2 Central space in a church (4)
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance
1983–97, Clive — (6)
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4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a Hebrew labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8)
5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7)
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10)
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10)
12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8)
14 Same hit (anag.) (7)
16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6)
19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5)
20 Cab (4)

ANSWERS on page 21
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2nd May - Athanasius, the theologian who gave us the Nicene Creed
This is the name behind the Athanasian Creed. Athanasius (296-373) was born into a
prosperous family in Alexandria in Egypt, studied in the Christian school there and entered the ministry. He was twenty-nine years old when he accompanied Alexander, the
bishop of Alexandria, to the Church’s first ecumenical Council, at Nicaea in 325.
Although Athanasius could not take part in the Council’s debates because he was a
deacon and not a bishop, Alexander consulted him on the meaning of biblical texts and
theological distinctions. With Emperor Constantine sitting as President, 300 bishops
argued about the Person of Christ. How is He the Son of God? Is He God or man or both
together? Did He exist before He was born? If we worship Him, does that mean that we
are worshipping two Gods?
The young Athanasius saw that some bishops wanted to impose the teaching of Arius
on the Church. Arius was a popular preacher in Alexandria who taught that Christ was
not eternal but was a ‘Saviour’ created by the Father. Athanasius worked with his bishop,
Alexander, in framing what became known as the Nicene Creed. Our Lord’s full divinity
was safeguarded in the words, ‘eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light
from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father.’
When Bishop Alexander died in 328, Athanasius succeeded him as Bishop by popular
demand. For the next 45 years Athanasius’ devotion, scholarship, and forceful leadership established the Nicene Creed in the Christian Church. His enemies, both in Church
and state, conspired against him, and he was exiled five times from the See of Alexandria and spent a total of 17 years in flight and hiding. It was his uncompromising stand
for Nicene theology that gave rise to the familiar saying, Athanasius contra mundum,
‘Athanasius against the world.’
Athanasius’ name will always be linked with the triumph of New Testament Christology over every form of reductionism. Of his many writings the most significant was his
great study on the person and work of Christ; ‘On the Incarnation of the Word of God’,
written before he was 30 years old. The whole Church of Christ is always in need of
bishops, leaders and theologians in the mould of Athanasius.
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10th May – Comgall, the saint for those in education
Here is a great saint for all teachers, head teachers and principals of educational institutions, and indeed anyone whose vocation is to train and equip others.
For Comgall (c 516 – c 601) was founder and first abbot of Bangor, which became the
largest monastery in Ireland. And large means LARGE – for including several daughter
houses, the total population is reckoned to have been 3,000.
If you have ever run an educational institution of 3,000 pupils (!), you will know it
takes a special kind of person to cope with that, and Comgall seems to have been perfect for the job. A biographer at the time called him ‘the outstanding father of the
monks in Ireland, known for his insistence on study and strict discipline.’
Comgall’s rule had what it took to succeed. It was ‘strict, holy and constant’, both
‘graced with the hope of salvation and made perfect in love’, according to the 7th century writer Antiphoner of Bangor. Above all, followers were to love Christ, and reject
the love of money.
Comgall also had a gift for friendship, for on the death of a close friend, he wrote in
grief: ‘My soul-friend has died and I am headless; you too are headless, for a man
without a soul-friend is a body without a head.’
Like heads and principals today, Comgall knew a lot of important people. He had
trained Columbanus and knew Columba, whom he visited on Iona. They even
preached the Gospel together in Inverness, to the pagan chieftain Brude.
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St James the Least
Editor:
stace’…

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eu-

On the perils of holding a Rose Queen celebration
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our annual Rose Queen celebrations
may not have been entirely wise. It was cheering to see that your people arrived on carnival floats, although it was less happy that some of them should have chosen to dress
up as coronavirus bugs, full of those nasty spike proteins – that startled some of the
timid residents in our community.
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped the fact that the
vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the benefit of spectators, instead
of treating it as a competitive race. I noticed that numbers on your floats gradually diminished as they were flung off while careering round corners. Those who had a walk
of several miles back home while dressed as pirates and ballerinas had my sympathy.
Our tea ladies, however, were less sympathetic when one of your hay bales was spun off
on a tight corner and went through our Women’s Guild like a row of skittles.
The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty while drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for speeding, and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures for the next 12 months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for one of
your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did not know a 15foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The drama of its emergence,
headless, was only exceeded by the following float which appeared to have a group of
Brownies being savaged by a demented, bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses campaign for
election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I don’t think our parish
really wants a full-blown social media campaign for next year’s Rose Queen, and so we
will have to decline your offer.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, but could I
point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’ sceptre is only a
piece of glass? So, whoever it was in your crowd who walked off with them, please may
we have them back before next year?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Focus Magazine May

22
22

Borders and Belonging – the Book of Ruth – a story for our times
By Padraig O Tuama and Glenn Jordan, Canterbury Press, £11.69
A leading poet and a theologian reflect on the Old Testament story of Ruth, a tale
that resonates deeply in today's world with its themes of migration, the stranger,
mixed cultures and religions, law and leadership, women in public life, kindness,
generosity and fear.
Ruth's story speaks directly to many of the issues and deep differences that Brexit
has exposed and to the polarisation taking place in many societies. Padraig O Tuama and Glenn Jordan bring the redemptive power of Ruth to bear on today's seemingly intractable social and political divisions, reflecting on its challenges and how it
can help us be effective in the public square, amplify voices which are silenced, and
be communities of faith in our present day.
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Editor: The Ven John Barton considers the arrival of the people from Hong Kong.
Foreigners?
Among the estimated 130,000 people from Hong Kong who are making their way to
the UK, there are bound to be thousands of Christians. What kind of reception will they
get from the churches here?
We shudder when reminded of the cold shoulder shown to the 500 Jamaicans who disembarked the SS Empire Windrush at Tilbury in 1948, and others who followed. They
came in response to a recruitment drive by London Transport and the NHS. Many
were practising Anglicans, so naturally they made their way to English parish churches. Many were told they didn’t belong there.
St Paul’s nightmare about the Church had become a reality, with the eye saying to the
hand, “I don’t need you.” (1 Corinthians 12.21) As a result, the Church of England
missed out on the faith, experience, and witness of brother and sister believers from
the Caribbean.
Hong Kong citizens who hold British National Overseas passports can now apply for a
work visa, enabling them to live and work in the UK, after which they may apply for
permanent UK citizenship. They will bring a wealth of knowledge with them, including
the experience of living under an increasingly repressive regime.
This is our chance to learn from past errors and to turn hostility into hospitality. We
will soon discover that we have at least as much to receive as we have to give. UK society has already been enriched by immigrants, especially those who belong to ethnic minorities in this country, but are in the majority, worldwide. The NHS alone would collapse without them.
In Bible times, Christians who were from Jewish backgrounds found it hard to believe
the Church could accommodate foreigners. First there was a division between Hebrewspeakers and Greek-speakers. An even bigger row followed, when new Christians in
other countries were regarded as sub-standard. Then St Peter had a visionary experience which contradicted his narrow upbringing. This is how he summarised it:
"I now realise it is true that God treats everyone on the same basis. Those who fear him
and do what is right are acceptable to him, no matter what race they belong to.” (Acts
10.34)
Chinese? African? Caribbean? European? British? The real Church will accommodate
all of them and then look for others to welcome
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Editor: David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the challenge of dealing with emails.
Emails - a blessing or a problem?
With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who
have been made in God’s likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My
brothers and sisters, this should not be. (James 3 v 9-10)
I wonder what St James would say about emails! He had plenty to say about how what
we say can cause lots of damage. He wrote that the tongue is a like a spark which starts
a forest fire. It is easy to say a thoughtless thing or inadvertently spread gossip or speculation.
Emails are a great way of communicating. You can send a message to someone in the
same parish or across the world almost instantly. Lawyers always ask, “have you got
evidence in writing?” Telephone calls or face to face conservations are still evidence
but it is difficult to prove what was said. Conversations are recorded so you can see the
chain of who said what and when. Emails are quick and free.
Emails can, however, easily be harmful. You can accidentally send a personal or private
message to the wrong person or even worse copy it to lots of people. It is also difficult
to judge the tone of an email, whether it is light-hearted or serious, cross or joyful.
When are on the telephone or speaking face to face it is easier to tell whether the
speaker is feeling angry or light-hearted.
Sometimes we need a break. Emails are good but many people find you can never get
away from them and constantly check for business messages while at home or on
leave. Perhaps we should not send emails to the vicar on a Sunday night while she is
watching Strictly. Some discussions are better face to face, and always double check
who you are sending it to or copying to.
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Editor: We continue our column that looks at memorable dates in the month (this time,
MAY) down the years. Here is a range from which to pick and choose, as your space allows. Why not consider putting one date at the bottom of each one of your magazine
pages?
All in the month of MAY
It was:
200 years ago, on 5th May 1821 that Napoleon Bonaparte, Emperor of France (1804 –
1815) died of stomach cancer. He was in exile on the island of Saint Helena in the
South Atlantic, aged 51.
175 years ago, on 30th May 1846 that Peter Carl Faberge was born. This Russian goldsmith and jeweller was best known for his fabulously decorated Faberge eggs.

150 years ago, on 11th May 1871 that John Herschel, British astronomer, mathematician, chemist and pioneering photographer died. Amongst other things, he named
seven of Saturn’s moons and investigated colour blindness. He was also President of
the Royal Astronomical Society three times.
100 years ago, on 3rd May 1921 that Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland and
Southern Ireland (now known as the Republic of Ireland).
Also 100 years ago, on 15th May, that the British Legion was founded.
90 years ago, on 1st May 1931 that the Empire State Building in New York City was officially opened.
80 years ago, on 1st–7th May 1941 that the German Blitz on Liverpool left nearly 3,000
dead and 70,000 homeless. Liverpool was the second most heavily targeted British
city, after London.
Also 80 years ago, on 10th May 1941 that the last major attack on London during the
Blitz caused heavy damage to many important buildings, including the Houses of Parliament, Westminster Abbey, St James Palace and Lambeth Palace, several railway stations and hospitals, the British Museum and the Old Bailey. More than 1,300 people
were killed on one night. At one point during the Blitz, London was bombed for 57
nights in a row.
75 years ago, on 11th May 1946 that the first CARE packages for Europe arrived in Le
Havre to help peple who were starving after WWII. The first CARE packages were actually surplus US Army rations.

70 years ago, on 3rd May 1951 that the Festival of Britain and the Royal Festival Hall in
London were opened. The aim of the Festival was to lift the nation’s spirits by celebrating British industry, arts and science.
Also 70 years ago, on 9th May 1951 that the Lake District National Park was established. It was Britain’s second national park.
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Also 70 years ago, on 25th May 1951 that the British spies Guy Burgess and Donald
Maclean fled to Moscow. They were members of the infamous Cambridge spy ring, and
their whereabouts remained unknown until 1956.
65 years ago, on 24th May 1956 that the first Eurovision Song Contest was held in Lugano, Switzerland. It was won by Switzerland.
60 years ago, on 1st May 1961 that betting away from racecourses was legalised in the
UK and the first betting shops opened.
Also 60 years ago, on 28th May 1961 that Amnesty International was founded in London.
40 years ago, on 13th May 1981 that Pope John Paul II was shot and seriously wounded
by a Turkish gunman in an assassination attempt in St Peter’s Square, Vatican City.
30 years ago, on 16th May 1991 that Queen Elizabeth II became the first British monarch to address the US Congress.

25 years ago, on 30th May 1996 that Prince Andrew, Duke of York, and his wife Sarah,
Duchess of York, were divorced.
20 years ago, on 7th May 2001 that Great Train Robber Ronnie Biggs returned to the UK
from Brazil where he had lived as a fugitive for 36 years. He was immediately arrestd
and sent to prison to complete his sentence. Released on compassionate grounds in
2009, he died in 2013.
10 years ago, on 2nd May 2011 that Osama bin Laden, Saudi Arabian-born terrorist,
died. Founder of al-Qaeda, he was thought to have masterminded the 9/11 attacks on
the USA. Shot dead by US forces in Pakistan.
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GOD IN THE ARTS
Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘May
Morning on Magdalen Tower’ by Holman Hunt.
The painting hangs in the Lady Lever Art Gallery in Liverpool. You can view it at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_Holman_Hunt__May_Morning_on_Magdalen_Tower.jpg
I wish you a joyful May
When Van Gogh painted ‘The Raising of Lazarus’, he turned to Rembrandt for inspiration. But in place of the figure of Jesus, he painted a warm, glowing sun, radiant in the
sky, and shining out to bring renewal of life to Lazarus and his sisters.

From time immemorial people have placed the sun at the centre of life and worship. As
Christianity grew and spread, it took over ceremonies and practices associated with
that belief, but then moved the focus from the sun above to the Son, Jesus, on the earth
below.
We can see that in the traditions and worship of Christmas and Easter. In May we celebrate the goodness and fruitfulness of nature brought by the sun with Maypole dancing, the crowning of the May Queen, and games and sports, just as the Romans went
dancing in the fields at this time, rejoicing in the gifts of Flora, the goddess of nature. In
May the druids would greet the sun in the sky as they gathered on a high place.
That custom persisted for several centuries, particularly at Magdalen College in Oxford. In 1840 Dr John Bloxam revived the ceremony. Holman Hunt, one of that group of
artists known as the Pre-Raphaelites, visited Oxford in 1851 and so enjoyed the Christmas festivities that he decided to honour the college life in one of his paintings. That
decision took many years to reach the canvas: his painting of ‘May Morning on Magdalen Tower’ is one of his last complete works in 1890
We can easily identify the choristers gathered to greet the rising sun in music and
song. Amid the clouds and blue sky above, the birds are flying and the floor where the
choir stand is bedecked with flowers. It is a glorious celebration of the fruitfulness of
May and the summer: God’s creation bringing so many gifts. The president of the college is the man with the dark beard at the right of the painting, and Dr Bloxam is beside him.
But there is an unusual character there also, at the side of the painting – a Parsee, an
ancient worshipper of the sun from Persia, perhaps representing not just those who
look to the light of the sun, but are also searching for the light of truth. The young chorister in the middle looking out at us holds a lily, the symbol of Mary, the mother of
God’s Son.
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All creation is gathered to greet the dawn and the rising sun of May – the birds above
and people below, young and old, Christian and non-Christian - all united to proclaim
the goodness and renewal promised by the sun.
Holman Hunt said that he wanted to represent ‘the spirit of a beautiful, primitive and
in a large sense eternal service.’ Here is a vivid reminder that the faith we profess
opens our eyes to God’s goodness and glory symbolised in the rising sun, and that He
welcomes everyone to share in those gifts.
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