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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Dear Friends,
By the time you read this it will be Easter and we will be looking forward to breathing the fresh air of a further easing of COVID-19 restrictions. What a year this has
been! We can, however, now feel more hopeful.
What does hope look like for you? Looking forward to giving someone you love a
big hug!? Anticipating conversations with family and friends face to face? Longing
to have that coffee in Costas or just to browse again in the shops? We all hope for
such things to be restored to our lives again because they are what make us human. They connect us to one another. They are the sources of our hope in very
challenging times.
The Christian hope is grounded of course, in the person of Jesus, who he is and
what he achieved on the cross for us. One of the most important Bible passages
about hope is to be found below in the Book of Hebrews, Chapter 6:18-20:
God can’t break his word. And because his word cannot change, the promise
is likewise unchangeable. We who have run for our very lives to God have
every reason to grab the promised hope with both hands and never let go.

It’s an unbreakable spiritual lifeline, reaching past all appearances right to the
very presence of God where Jesus, running on ahead of us, has taken up his
permanent post as high priest for us, in the order of Melchizedek (The Message).
I love how Peterson translates hope as ‘an unbreakable spiritual lifeline.’ This is
resurrection hope: God putting all things right through Jesus and his bodily resurrection. That is what we celebrate right now. We can be hopeful about the future
simply because “Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.” That makes us resurrection
people, or Easter people, in other words, ‘messengers of hopefulness.’
Here are some words of Paul that reveal how hope in Christ drives and shapes his
life. Maybe they can do the same for us:
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing
Of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may

Attain the resurrection of the dead. Not that I have already obtained
This or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own
Because Christ Jesus has made me his own. (Philippians 3:10-14)
PLEASE TURN OVER
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My prayer for all of us is that as we prepare to re-enter society, we will take the
above words of hope and re-discover what it means to be Easter people in today’s
world. Tom Wright helps us t name what Christian hope looks like on the ground:
acts of love, deeds done in Christ and by the Spirit, doing justice, making peace,
healing families, resisting temptation, seeking and winning true freedom. He says
all of these things act as ‘signposts of hope.’
Continue to keep safe and have a blessed and hopeful Easter season.
Joyce, Priest-in-Charge

As the schools break up for their Easter vacation, we pray for a time of
rest and relaxation for all.
We give thanks for all who are working to keep us safe from this virus
here in our country and in the world. We also remember those nations
who are simply too poor to purchase vaccines. May those in the wealthier parts of the world be willing to share their resources.
We pray for the people of St. Martin's, that we will continue to be united
and committed to God and one another in this Easter season. May we all
be refreshed and energized by the risen Christ.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

6
6

Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience
Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

ADVERTISING
To advertise in this magazine is very
reasonable compared to many other
forms of advertising. The magazine
has ten issues annually, a double issue
In December/January and another
July/Aug. The costs for the year are,
as following:
¼ PAGE £22
½ PAGE £35
FULL PAGE £50
I can be contacted on 01622 862255

David Yeo Editor
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St James the Least of All
Editor:
stace’…

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eu-

Best way to run a church council meeting
The Rectory
St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for inviting me to speak at your church council yesterday. I began to suspect
that my theme of why Eusebius’s dislike of Sabellianism led to his condemnation at the
Council of Antioch in 324 was a little misjudged, when the only question I was asked after my lecture was if Eusebius was on Facebook.
I never realised how much technology is needed these days just to discuss church matters. It seemed that everyone had brought their laptop, so they could refer to all the diocesan briefing documents and reports that you mentioned. I’ve been in the diocese 40
years and have never heard of most of those papers. But then I find it too easy to delete
the diocesan mailings, unread, with a click of my mouse.
Our church meetings are far more traditional. Since the church floor seems to have been
carved out of permafrost, our meetings circulate round members’ houses. This introduces a nice element of competition, as each host tries to outdo the previous one in the
baking of cakes. Meetings at Colonel Drinkwater’s – a more inappropriate name one
cannot imagine – are the shortest, since we are always promised wine once the meeting
is over. It is remarkable how unanimity is achieved on every subject within minutes,
and nothing appears under “any other business”.
Mrs Eddington never troubles us with minutes, largely because she can rarely read the
notes she takes. She just shares with us whatever she can decipher at our next meeting.
Last month, she accidentally brought her shopping list instead, and so read that out.
There followed a lively discussion on whether carrots from our local shop were better
than those at the supermarket. When it was found out she intended to use them in a
venison casserole, endless recipes were keenly debated.
We always leave our church meetings well fed, up to date with village gossip, and totally
untroubled by any church council business. And the lack of any minutes ensures that I
can then make all the decisions myself, between meetings. I think you will find our system has much to be commended.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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One year on: Church moves forward on carbon reduction target
The first findings from a nationwide study to capture carbon impacts in the Church of
England have been published, a year on from a vote committing the Church to netzero carbon emissions by 2030.
The Energy Footprint Tool (EFT) is a simple dashboard which has been piloted by
churches keen to reduce their carbon footprint.
Data in the report reveal:
that nearly 5,000 churches submitted data
that five per cent of churches sampled were already net-zero carbon
that 12.5 per cent carbon reduction has already been made across the country,
when compared with a comparative, although smaller, 2006 study.
The estimated total net carbon footprint for the Church of England’s church buildings (based on energy use alone) is around 185,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases,
measured in tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent or tCO2e.
The tool, launched in January 2020, provides advice to parishes who have entered
their data about how to take further steps and an appliance-style energy rating
showing how the church compares to others of a similar size.

Good Friday, the day the Son of God died for you
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at 9 a.m. in
the morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm. It is the most solemn day in the Christian
year, and is widely marked by the removal of all decorations from churches. In Lutheran churches, the day was marked by the reading of the passion narrative in a gospel, a
practice which lies behind the ‘passions’ composed by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 –
1750). Both the St Matthew Passion and the St John Passion have their origins in this
observance of Good Friday.
The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 midday to 3 pm on
Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The ‘Three Hours of the Cross’ often take
the form of an extended meditation on the ‘Seven Last Words from the Cross’, with periods of silence, prayer, or hymn-singing.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,
Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&
Every Wednesday
9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”
David Yeo
01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071
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Bishop welcomes Government Further Education and Skills White Paper
The Church of England’s lead bishop for Further and Higher Education has welcomed
the recent publication of a White Paper which aims to revolutionise post-16 education.
Skills for Jobs White Paper: Lifelong Learning for Opportunity and Growth aims to revolutionise post-16 education by reshaping the ‘training landscape’.
The Bishop of Winchester, Tim Dakin, said: “The Paper proposes that employers and
industries are integral to FE in training for the skills that are needed, in improving
access to lifelong learning, and increasing personal development and educational opportunities for all adults and young people, regardless of background.
“FE training and skills education are vitally important in preparing people to work in
the services sector and for developing the technical STEM skills needed in an entrepreneurial economy and in the challenges of greening our manufacturing, transport
and energy industries.

“FE Colleges are central to the wellbeing of regional communities. Colleges are places where real transformation of the individual and of our wider society can take
place. They are places where building-back into our society is enabled.
“The Paper is a significant step towards a radical long-term plan for FE and serious
investment in the sector.”

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Message of hope
‘Hope in Uncertain Times’ is an ideal gift to give away to people in your community,
with its simple message of hope for both now and eternity.
You can buy copies from online HOPE shop here (https://www.hopetogether.org.uk/
Shop/Products/500611/Hope_Together/Books/HOPE_in_Uncertain.aspx) – copies
cost just 30p per copy when ordered in bulk.

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles
No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

call 01622

842481

or 07758

615101
www.pestpurge.co.uk
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Slow Down, Show Up and Pray
By Ruth Rice, Authentic, £9.99
Looking after our mental health has never been so important. Many of us want to find
simple ways to help our wellbeing that we can fit into our everyday life.
After suffering her own mental health crisis, Ruth Rice set up the Renew Wellbeing
charity, which helps churches to open safe spaces to help communities attend to their
mental and emotional health.
Packed full of personal stories, resources and practical guidance, this book will enable
you to maintain your own wellbeing. Be present. Be prayerful. Be in partnership.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS

Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING

PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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ACROSS
8 ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12)
(13)
9 ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the Mount of Olives (Matthew
26:30) (3)
10 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9)
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)
13 Muslim holy month (7)
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)
22 How Abram described himself to God when he complained that his inheritance
would pass to a servant (Genesis 15:2) (9)
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)
25 Debar from receiving Communion (13)
DOWN
1 My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known book) (6)
2 Festival of the resurrection (6)
3 ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)
4 ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)
5 Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)
6 ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — him over’ (Matthew 26:16)
(2,4)
7 ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 3:6) (2,1,3)

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 7:25) (3)
14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8)
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24)
(4,2)
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) (6)
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is — towards God?’ (James 4:4)
(6)
23 Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such as St Paul’s (4)

ANSWERS on page 21
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Easter morning, the ‘Other’ Mary
As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may notice that there
is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who stood by her at the cross and became the first person
actually to meet the risen Christ.
That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been delivered by Jesus
from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some dark and horrible affliction of
body, mind or spirit. As a result, her devotion to Him was total and her grief at His
death overwhelming.
In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot who was rescued and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’
but the contrast is sublime, Mary the virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely,
we all fall somewhere between those two extremes.
The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, we are not told.
What we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the cross, the Blessed Virgin
and the woman rescued from who knows what darkness and despair.
The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous. She had
gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. An angelic figure told
them that Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary
stayed, reluctant to leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she
took to be the gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken away and she didn’t know where to find Him.
The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was Jesus. She made
to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His resurrection was not yet
complete. She was, however, to go to the disciples and tell them she had met Him. She
did – but they wouldn’t believe her.
Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart of
the Christian gospel.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

19
19

Good Friday, Jesus and the thieves on the Cross
Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of the
crowd, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (35,37,39). In their view a Messiah
does not hang on a cross and suffer. In considering the two men who were crucified
with Jesus, we are also confronted with the issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us.
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: ‘Aren’t you
the Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of Jesus’ identity: how can
He save others, when He cannot save Himself from death? He failed to see that the
cross itself was the means of salvation.
So - what kind of Messiah was Jesus?
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of faith.
When challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the crucifixion: ‘this
man has done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember me when You come into Your kingdom’,
the second thief confessed his guilt and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you will be with
Me in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to help the man understand
His promise of protection and security in God’s love and acceptance eternally.
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross. Do we want Him to
‘remember’ us when He comes into His kingdom, or not? If you were to die tonight,
how confident would you be of going to be with Jesus? ‘For Christ died for sins once for
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God’’ (1 Peter 3:18).
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Easter faith in atheist Russia
Three years after the Russian Revolution of 1917, a great anti-God rally was arranged
in Kiev. The powerful orator Bukharin was sent from Moscow, and for an hour he demolished the Christian faith with argument, abuse and ridicule. At the end there was
silence.
Then a man rose and asked to speak. He was a priest of the Russian Orthodox Church.
He went and stood next to Bukharin. Facing the people, he raised his arms and spoke
just three triumphant words: ‘Christ is risen!’
At once the entire assembly rose to their feet and gave the joyful response, ‘He is risen
indeed!’ It was a devastating moment for an atheist politician, who had no answer to
give to this ancient Easter liturgy. He had not realised he was simply too late: how can
you convince people that God does not exist when they have already encountered Him?
Editor: by Tim Lenton
Marcus Aurelius – Stoic philosopher and Emperor of Rome
Some 1900 years ago, on 26th April 121, Marcus Aurelius, Emperor of Rome (161-180
AD) and Stoic philosopher, was born. He was the last of the rulers known as the Five
Good Emperors, and the last emperor of the Pax Romana, an age of relative peace and
stability for the Roman Empire.
He had been marked out as a future emperor at the age of 17, being related to several
prominent establishment families, but he actually ascended to the position when he
was in his 40th year.
His biggest interest was Stoicism, which emphasised fate, reason and self-restraint,
and his works are still read. But he was not a great innovator, and at his death the Roman Empire was in deep crisis, both militarily and from a devastating plague.
Marcus had cleared away much of the harshness and anomalies in Roman law, but he
disliked Christians. He did not initiate persecution, but he did nothing to stop it, and it
seems that Christian blood flowed freely during his reign. On his death he was deified
by the Senate.
Philosophically, he had spiritual virtues. He said: “Waste no more time arguing about
what a good man should be. Be one.”
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13th April:

Carpus, Papylus & Agathonice, martyrs of the Early Church

In the month of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice of Himself for us, the martyrdoms of Carpus,
Papylus and Agathonice are well worth remembering. What they said as they died
could be said by the many thousands of Christians who are facing persecution all over
the world today.
Carpus, Papylus and Agathonice lived in Pergamum (Asia Minor) in the late second
century. Carpus was a bishop, Papylus was a deacon, and Agathonice was his sister.
Trouble began when the proconsul Optimus ordered them to sacrifice in the name of
the emperor.
Carpus refused, saying, ‘I am a Christian and because of my faith and the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ I cannot become one of you.’ He was hung up and tortured by iron
claws.
Papylus was a wealthy citizen, but he had also led many people to faith in Christ. As he
suffered the same fate as Carpus, he said, ‘I feel no pain because I have Someone to
comfort me; One whom you do not see suffers within me.’ Both men were then burnt
alive.
Finally, it was his sister’s turn. She too refused to sacrifice to demons. ‘If I am worthy,’
she said, ‘I desire to follow the footsteps of my teachers.’ On being urged to have pity
on her children, she replied, ‘My children have God, who watches over them; but I will
not obey your commands.’ As she was consigned to the flames, she cried out three
times: ‘Lord Jesus Christ, help me because I am enduring this for you.’ She died soon
after.
Terrible deaths, but also, triumphant ones. These three Christians loved Jesus so much
that the only thing they could NOT bear was to deny Him. Sadly, the persecution goes
on today, in countries where Jesus Christ is still bitterly hated. Pray for the Christians
who live in these countries, that they too may have courage and endurance – to the
end.
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Robin Redbreast
Little Robin Redbreast
You always make me smile,
When you land upon the feeding tray
And stay a little while.
Welcome Robin Redbreast:
Your darting bobbing flight
Brings you across my garden
Oh where will you alight?
I hope dear Robin Redbreast,
You have somewhere warm to stay
And shelter from the cold and wet
Upon a winter’s day.
When I’m working in the garden
Your chirping song I hear,
And though you are not visible
I know that you are near.
Maybe in the springtime
If you come down and explore,
We can spend some time together
And get to know each other more.
Thank you Robin Redbreast.
When you suddenly appear
And proudly show your bright red breast,
You bring some winter cheer.
Esther Barford
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Easter Story Biscuits for young children
Prep. Time: 20 minutes

Total Time: 1 day
Ingredients:
110 grams of pecan nuts
5 grams vinegar
3 egg whites
1 pinch salt
200 grams sugar
large plastic bag
wooden spoon
tape
Bible
Instructions:
Preheat oven to 150C
Place pecans in the plastic bag and let the children beat them with the wooden spoon
to break into small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He was beaten by the
Roman soldiers. Read John 19:1-3.
Let each child smell the vinegar. Put vinegar into mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus
was thirsty on the cross He was given vinegar to drink. Read John 19:28-30.
Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us
life. Read John 10:10-11.
Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the
bowl. Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sin. Read Luke 23:27.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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So far the ingredients are not very appetising...
Add sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He
loves us. He wants us to know and belong to Him. Read Ps. 34:8 and John 3:16.
Beat with a mixer on high speed until stiff peaks are formed. Explain that the colour
white represents the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by
Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18 and John 3:1-3.
Fold in broken nuts.
Drop by teaspoons onto non-stick baking parchment-covered baking sheet. Explain
that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matthew
27:57-60.
Put the baking sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give each child
a piece of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66.
GO TO BED! Explain that they may feel sad to leave them in the oven overnight. Jesus'
followers felt despair when the tomb was sealed. Read John 16:20 and 22.
On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie. Notice the cracked surface and take a bite. The cookies are hollow! On the first Easter Jesus' followers were
amazed to find the tomb open and empty. Read Matthew 28:1-9.
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Science and Society: How Can We Approach New Ethical Issues?
Science tells us how the world works, and technology offers applications of that
knowledge, but neither can tell us what we ought to do. All scientific discoveries or
new technologies can be used to either help or harm others. For example, a
smartphone can be used to stay in touch but also enables bullying.
It is important to get past our initial reactions: the ‘yuk!’ or ‘wow!’ These feelings
may well change once we learn more about the science and other factors behind a
new development.
Ethical thinking can be divided into three main categories. The consequentialist
approach is demonstrated in Proverbs, when Wisdom calls young men to consider
the outcome of their actions. Utilitarianism is a form of consequentialist ethic that
tries to maximise the greatest good for the largest number of people affected, but
unchecked it leaves minorities out in the cold.
Duty or law-based ethics start with intrinsic values, asking what is the correct
course of action, or our duty? These values might be God-given, such as the ten commandments, or worked out by human reason. It is possible, however, to do harm
while obeying the law, especially if someone asks ‘What can I get away with?’ Also,
what happens when rules collide? For example, who should be treated first when
resources are limited?
Virtue ethics are about building character, growing in wisdom and the fruit of the
Spirit. There are plenty of biblical principles to guide virtuous living, such as the
idea that we are ‘made in the image of God’ which supports the value of every human life (e.g., Genesis 1:26–27, Genesis 9:6, James 3:9–10), but the right decision
can vary depending on circumstances
So how can we make ethical decisions about new technologies? The five Cs bring
together a number of different types of ethical thinking into a helpful framework for
decision-making.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Clarify the facts and key questions.

Consider our choices: what could we achieve?
Constraints: External - what must we do? ; Internal - how should we behave?
Compare the pros and cons of each approach.
Choose what is best, with all parties in mind.
Finally, we have to recognise that the information available to us will change over time,
our knowledge of God and His word will keep growing, and we cannot avoid making
mistakes - so our ethical decisions will need to be revisited and revised from time to
time.

Editor: by Tim Lenton
The first British Prime Minister
Robert Walpole became the first British Prime Minister 300 years ago, on 3rd April
1721. It was a title he rejected, but historians agree that he effectively created that office for himself.
He was one of the greatest politicians in British history, but he had intended to be a
clergyman, until his older brother Edward died in 1698, leaving him responsible for
the considerable Walpole estate.
His country seat was Houghton Hall in Norfolk, which he used as a base for generous,
sometimes extravagant hospitality and built up an impressive art collection, most of
which was later sold and now resides in the Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg.
Another part of his legacy is 10 Downing Street, which was offered to him personally
by George II, but which he accepted as the official residence of the First Lord of the
Treasury. He was knighted in 1726 and made Earl of Orford on his resignation in 1742.

His skills as an orator and negotiator played a significant role in sustaining the Whig
party over a long period, and in ensuring the Hanoverian succession. He rebuilt the
tower of the medieval church on his Houghton estate as a memorial to his grandfather.
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GOD and the Arts
Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God and the Arts with a look at
‘The Supper at Emmaus’ by Caravaggio. It now hangs in the National Gallery.

Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest
I like the story of the vestry noticeboard of a church in Hampshire: after a Holy Week
performance of Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’, the choirmaster wrote: ‘“The Crucifixion” – well
done, everyone!’ Later that day, someone had added, ‘The Resurrection – well done,
God!’
For the two disciples treading the road to Emmaus, there was no such sense of victory
and celebration. Their minds and hearts were numb with the sense of loss and failure.
They had seen their Lord tried and crucified. As Luke recounts that walk in his Gospel,
he shows how it began with absence and loss, but journeyed to presence. It was a road
that took the disciples from blindness and despair to sight and insight. They talked
over past events with the stranger who joined them, and Luke uses ten different Greek
words to describe that conversation – all stages in their understanding. And when they
share a meal with the stranger, who becomes the host, taking the bread and giving
thanks, then the understanding becomes vision and insight.
That meal is the theme of Caravaggio’s painting of 1601, ‘The Supper at Emmaus.’ Caravaggio had a reputation for being a violent, irrational artist, given to bouts of anger and
forced to spend part of his life in exile in Naples and Sicily. His paintings as well as his
lifestyle shocked and provoked comment. This portrayal of Jesus with a plump, youthful face and his depiction of the apostles as ordinary labourers upset the church authorities. But by giving Jesus a beardless face, Caravaggio was trying to show Him in
the new likeness of Resurrection – an Easter image of our Lord. The light from that
Easter Jesus fills the scene as the two disciples look on, astonished and finally understanding.
When we read the Gospel, we are drawn into the scene. For Caravaggio the movement
is the other way: the scene reaches out to us from the canvas. Look at the outstretched
hand of Jesus, the elbow of one disciple and the left hand of the other: they are being
projected into our world. And that basket of fruit, full of apples and figs and grapes,
symbols of the fall and the eucharist: it is about to topple off the table and into our laps.
It is an Easter encounter two thousand years ago, reaching out to us through light and
shade and the skill of the artist

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

33
33

In many ways the Gospel story in Luke is of an ordinary encounter between travellers
and a stranger. But it is made extraordinary by the transforming power of the risen
Lord, talking with the disciples in the open air and then going inside for a meal. However, the doors are not shut to us. For Caravaggio shows how that special moment of
encounter for the two disciples can reach out to enter our world. And he shows the
hand of the risen Lord beckoning us to step into that Easter world of sacrament and
new life.
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