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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Dear Friends,

I hope you had a good Christmas despite the restrictions that were in place. It has
been and continues to be a very difficult time for all, and not just in this country, but
globally. I keep going back to a conversation I heard on the car radio when this
pandemic first hit us last March. The scientist said the impact of this virus in the
world will be like “BC and AD.” In other words, life will never be the same again.
The longer we continue like this, in and out of lockdown, I think he just may be
right.
In a Church Times article Angela Tilby refers to ‘lockdown sadness,’ also described
as ‘a deprivation of desire.’ She struggles to plan and do things and feels that life
has shrivelled. Such a mindset can lead to feeling helpless and even worse, hopeless. Lockdown is, she says, a form of grief. I agree. There is so much loss
around us right now. We are grieving about not being able to meet those we love.
We miss hugs. We lament the loss of our former lifestyle. So I am very grateful
that we worship a God who tells us:
do not fear, for I am with you,
do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
I will uphold you with my victorious right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)
If we claim these words for ourselves, can we find an anchor for our souls in this
current world? Then, as we hold on tightly to Christ, knowing he is with us and we
are safe, can we turn to others? Can we see their pain and act? Can we cry to
God for mercy? Above all, can we pray? Theologian Charles Ringma writes,
‘Prayers always lead to entering the fray: the movement of prayer is from God to
neighbour.’
We at St. Martin’s are making such a movement with our new initiative: “Grab and
Go: Meals in a Bag.” We want to provide a hearty and healthy meal for those in our
neighbourhood so that they know they are not alone: we are in solidarity with them.
We want to extend hope and joy to them through a good meal. Above all, this is
our way of letting others know that God is with them, there is no need to fear.
Finally, as a way of encouraging us, here is the powerful prayer written by some parishioners at St. Martin’s, In and Out of Lockdown:
Loving Father abide with us,
Our trust and hope are in you.
Christ be beside us,

Keep us strong in our difficulties and in our faith.
Descend Holy Spirit, live in us,
Open us that we may sense the reassurance you bring.
We pray this In Christ's name,
Now and forever. Amen

P.T.O.
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As we move out of the Christmas and Epiphany seasons may we always know the
warm and loving presence of the one who sent his only Son to us so that we may
have life and have it abundantly. Amen.

Prayers:
As students continue to be away from school, please pray for them and
their families as they do their best to cope with home schooling. Teachers too are struggling to cope with the pressures of this virus so let us
pray for their sense of well-being and health.
Please pray for our new initiative, Grab and Go, Meal in a Bag. We trust
that people will come and that we will have more than enough food to go
around.
We pray for unity amongst churches, in this town of Maidstone and in
this country. May Jesus bring about the unity he prayed for at the end
of his life. Amen.
Take care.
Joyce
-Revd Joyce Addison
Priest-in-Charge
St. Martin's Church,
Northumberland Road,
Maidstone, Kent ME15 7LP
Tel 01622-669351

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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2nd Feb: Candlemas, The Presentation of Christ in the Temple
In bygone centuries, Christians said their last farewells to the Christmas season on
Candlemas, 2nd February. This is exactly 40 days after Christmas Day itself.
In New Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it was
when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good Jewish mothers,
went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to ‘present Him to the Lord’. At
the same time, she, as a new mother, was ‘purified’. Thus, we have the Festival of the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
So, where does the Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament
as the Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of lighting
many candles in celebration of this day. The Church also fell into the custom of blessing the year’s supply of candles for the church on this day - hence the name, Candlemas.
The story of how Candlemas began can be found in Luke 2:22-40. Simeon’s great declaration of faith and recognition of who Jesus was is of course found in the Nunc
Dimittis, which is embedded in the Office of Evening Prayer in the West. But in medieval times, the Nunc Dimittis was mostly used just on this day, during the distribution
of candles before the Eucharist. Only gradually did it win a place in the daily prayer
life of the Church.
10th Feb: Scholastica, the persuasive sister
Scholastica (d.c. 543) should be the patron saint of any woman who can bend her
brother to do her will - no matter how ‘powerful’ that brother might seem to other
people.
For Scholastica’s brother was no less than the great monk Benedict, who founded the
famous Benedictine order and lived at Monte Cassino. In no way over-awed, Scholastica simply became the first ever Benedictine nun, with a nunnery five miles down the
road – at Plombariola.
Now Scholastica greatly enjoyed her annual meetings with her brother at a house
nearby, but the time passed too quickly. One year she begged him to stay longer, to discuss “the joys of heaven”, but he refused. So Scholastica took swift action: she prayed
up such a mighty thunderstorm that her brother was forced to spend the rest of the
night talking to her. Or maybe – she talked, and he listened? No one knows for sure.

n any case, Scholastica died happy three days later, and was buried in the tomb Benedict had prepared for himself. She became the patron of Benedictine nunneries.
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience
Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

ADVERTISING
To advertise in this magazine is very
reasonable compared to many other
forms of advertising. The magazine
has ten issues annually, a double issue
In December/January and another
July/Aug. The costs for the year are,
as following:
¼ PAGE £22
½ PAGE £35
FULL PAGE £50
I can be contacted on 01622 862255

David Yeo Editor

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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6th Feb: The Martyrs of Japan, courage in persecution

Persecution of Christians in various countries is making the headlines these days. Believers facing such opposition might well find inspiration from the courage of the Japanese Christians of the late 16th and early 17th centuries.
The Jesuit Francis Xavier had first brought Christianity to Japan in 1549, when he persuaded Shimazu Takahisa, the daimyo of Satsuma, to give him permission to build the
first Catholic mission in Japan. All went well at first, and the Japanese responded to
the message of Jesus Christ more warmly than anyone could have foretold. By the end
of the century, it has been estimated that there were nearly 300,000 baptised converts to Christianity in Japan.
But soon the very success of the Japanese Church led it into trouble: its vibrant
growth as an indigenous community believing a faith brought in from the West meant
trouble. It was caught up in a maelstrom of tensions between the shogunate, imperial
government, Buddhist monks, Shintoists, and colonial ambitions of Spain and Portugal. Gradually, the Japanese rulers came to see Christians as a threat. So Christianity
was banned, and those Japanese who refused to abandon their faith were to be killed.
Trouble flared at Nagasaki on 6th February 1597, when six European Franciscan missionaries, three Japanese Jesuits and 17 Japanese laity, three of whom were young
boys, were executed in a form of crucifixion by being elevated on crosses and then
pierced with spears. Within a year, more than 130 churches had been burned. The
persecution subsided, then flared up in 1613. Japanese Christians were beheaded,
burned alive or imprisoned. They responded with courage and a willingness to sing
praises and preach the gospel even as they were led to their deaths.
Such was the brutality of the persecution that by 1630 the Japanese Church had been
driven underground and was thought to be lost. So, when missionaries arrived in the
19th century, they were astonished to find a community of Japanese Christians. It had
survived for 250 years without clergy, churches, the Bible and only a sketchy idea of
the Christian faith beyond one main thing: that Jesus Christ was Lord.
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14th Feb: The very first Valentine card, a legend
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers. He suspected that marriage made
men want to stay at home with their wives, instead of fighting wars, so he outlawed
marriage.
A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt sorry for all the couples who wanted
to marry, but who couldn’t. So secretly he married as many couples as he could - until
the Emperor found out and condemned him to death. While he was in prison awaiting
execution, Valentine showed love and compassion to everyone around him, including
his jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but through Valentine’s prayers, she was healed. Just before his death in Rome on 14th February, he wrote her a
farewell message signed ‘From your Valentine.’

The birds and bees
Here is some good news: all new major roads will have wildflower-friendly verges
that could boost our numbers of birds and bees.
Highway England has said that vibrant road verges will be created as standard on new
roads over 300 miles in England, using low nutrient soils which will be seeded with
wildflowers or left to grow naturally.
A staggering 97 per cent of our meadows have been destroyed since the Thirties, due
to modern agriculture. This means that the 238,000 hectares of road verges across the
UK could become a vital habitat for pollinators.
The Government has pledged to build 4,000 miles of new road by 2025.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,
Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&
Every Wednesday
9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”
David Yeo
01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071
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Shrove Tuesday: Who’s for pancakes?
by David Winter
Why do we have pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day, as we call it today? And
what is Shrove Tuesday? And why do thousands of people feel it rewarding to race
along a street somewhere tossing pancakes from their frying pans as they go?
Well, the answer to the first question is that it is the day before Lent begins and for
well over a thousand years that has meant it was the last chance to enjoy meat, fat and
other tasty dishes until Easter Day. The ‘Lent Fast’ was widely and strictly observed.
The food in the larder wouldn’t keep for six weeks so it had to be eaten. With all these
rich foods no wonder the French call it ‘Fatty Tuesday’ – Mardi Gras.
So, what have pancake races got to do with all this solemnity? ‘Shrove’ is an old word
for ‘forgiven’ and in those days to prepare for the rigours of Lent people would want to
confess and seek forgiveness – not quite what you want at a party. The answer is quite
simply enjoying yourself while you can! So, on Shrove Tuesday this year let’s have
some fun and make it last as long as possible.
The most convincing (and amusing) of the explanations of pancake races is of outwitting the Sexton who rang the curfew bell that marked the start of Lent. He was reluctant to do it while the race was unfinished. So, the revelry caused by dropped pancakes, postponed the inevitable.
Since the Reformation it has not been so rigorously observed in Britain, but still people will resolve to ‘give up something for Lent’. Six weeks is about right as a duration
and Sunday has always been exempt but make the most of those pancakes. They may
well not reappear until April 12th!

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Potholes
Potholes have proliferated during the pandemic, and they are still the top concern of
nearly 40 per cent of all drivers.
The pandemic slowed down the maintenance of roads for many councils. A spokesman for the Department for Transport said: “We’ve committed £2.5billion for local
road repairs as part of the biggest nationwide pothole programme ever announced.”
But as a transport spokesman for the Local Government Association said: “Extra government funding has helped, but our local roads are deteriorating at a faster rate
than can be repaired by councils.”

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles
No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

call 01622

842481

or 07758

615101
www.pestpurge.co.uk
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Silent Night : a reflection in 2021
Silent night, Holy night,
We sang or heard the carol.
Can we find a silent night?
Can we find a holy night?
Can we find it here today?
The silence of the night,
For people on their own,
With no hand to hold,
No smiling face to see,
Is such a lonely place.
Isolated people,
Fearful of the silence,
Hidden in the darkness,
Needing a warm embrace:
May God’s love break through
The silence of the night.
Some nights are not so silent:
For bombs disturb the silence;
And people cry for help.
Some nights are not so silent:
For the homeless refugee,
The hungry child, the crying baby.
Some nights are not so silent:
For First Responders,
Nurses, doctors, those in ICU.
May God’s love break through
The worries of the night.
Every night is a Holy night
For God of Heaven and Earth,
As the Spirit moves among us,
Touching people’s lives,
Speaking through noise or silence.
Every night can be a Holy night
For those with faith in God,
Who hears our every prayer
And knows the pain we feel;
Who can bring a healing touch.
May God’s love break through
And enter hearts tonight.

Esther

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS

Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING

PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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St James the Least of All
On why our church does not need health or safety...
The Rectory

St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I appreciated your recent concern when you heard one of our parishioners had slipped
on a gravestone. Your desire to help was entirely commendable, and I do know that
sending your own church’s health and safety officer to give us some advice was kindly
meant. But the 200-page report was not welcome. If we implemented even half of your
officer’s suggestions, life would become unbearably safe.
St James the Least of All has survived perfectly well for the last 600 years without gutter cleaning inspections, path degreasing and electrical safety certificates, so I think we
may survive a little longer without them. As far as I am aware, the only disaster to hit us
was when Cromwell’s soldiers stabled their horses in the nave – which I suspect a few
of our oldest members still clearly remember.
The shock the sidesmen sometimes get when switching on the lights occurs only occasionally, is relatively mild and soon over – and if it happens when preparing for the 8am
Service, helps to wake them up. The weight of the Duke of Clumber’s marble sarcophagus is slowly detaching the south aisle from the rest of the church, but it is very slow –
and the pews in that area are used only once a year when his relations visit from America to commemorate his death at Agincourt – which is probably just beyond remembrance of the oldest of our congregation.
Leaks from the ceiling in the north aisle are solved with a row of buckets – and even you
must concede that the fungi on the oak beams look really rather attractive when the sun
catches them. The sapling growing out of the spire is certainly an issue – although it
looks so attractive in Spring when in blossom. As for our fire extinguishers, they were
serviced when my predecessor-but-two was in office, and I have the certificate to prove
it.
So, do thank your health and safety officer for all his work and tell him we will bear his
recommendations in mind. Also tell him I was so sorry he slipped and broke his leg in
our choir stalls while he was with us. But that bit of floor has been out of alignment
since 1748, and it seems a shame to disturb it now. If only he had arrived encased in
bubble wrap, it would never have happened. Perhaps you could put that on the agenda
of your next health and safety meeting.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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God in the Sciences

This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive
relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Hope for 2021: Celebrating the now and future creation
I find that watching buds swelling on trees and plants during the winter months gives
me a tremendous sense of hope. We may all need some need extra hope for 2021, after
the events of 2020. By the time you read this a number of us may have been fortunate
enough to receive a COVID vaccine, but all of us will probably still be under various
kinds of restrictions. After creation’s winter shut-down, the sight of tiny flowers poking out of brown earth may be more important than ever.
Getting outdoors during daylight hours, enjoying green spaces and getting some fresh
air and exercise are great ways to keep ourselves healthy at any time of year. A psychologist colleague wrote, “Attending to the details of nature can also inspire awe,
which has been linked to positive mood and increased life satisfaction.” I expect it is
this sense of awe that makes it easier for many of us to connect with God outdoors.

Helping ourselves and others to thrive is a good start to 2021, but it is also vital to
have hope for the future. The COVID-19 pandemic was caused by an animal virus
jumping into the human population. Diseases like this are not ‘natural disasters’, but
are almost certainly caused by environmental destruction and poor farming practices
- either from greed or the desperation born of poverty. Part of the answer to the current crisis is for us to care for all of Creation, both human and everything else, with
God’s help.
Our ultimate hope is in God’s promise that He will bring about a new heavens and new
earth. We can look forward to the day when Creation will be fully redeemed and liberated from evil. The Greek word used to describe the new creation is the same as that
used to describe someone who becomes a Christian, whose humanity is restored and
renewed. There will be continuity between the old and new earth as it is cleansed and
purified, surpassing and perfecting what has gone before. There will also be some discontinuity, as there will be no more suffering or death.
So, one source of hope for 2021 is that we can enjoy both caring for and meeting God
in Creation. But the parts of Creation that we find most beautiful, giving us a sense of
awe and helping us to worship, are also a reminder that there is something much better to come.

By Ruth Bancewicz, Church Engagement Director, The Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion, Cambridge
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Across

1 ‘Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a — began to crow’ (John 18:27)
(4)
3

Fetters (Job 33:11) (8)

8

Perform on a musical instrument (1 Samuel 16:23) (4)

9

Paul describes it as ‘the third heaven’ (2 Corinthians 12:2–4) (8)

11 Loyally (Deuteronomy 11:13) (10)
14 Hens? Me? (anag.) (6)
15 Not visible (Matthew 6:6) (6)
17 Predicted site of the final great battle (Revelation 16:16) (10)
20 Jacob’s youngest son (Genesis 35:18) (8)
21 One of Zophar’s eleven sons (1 Chronicles 7:36) (4)
22 For example, London, Paris, Rome (8)
23 United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (1,1,1,1)
Down
1

Favourite church activity: Fellowship round a — — — (3,2,3)

2

Divinely bestowed powers or talents (8)

4

Pile together (1 Thessalonians 2:16) (4,2)

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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5

Commanded to justify (John 8:13) (10)

6

Timothy’s grandmother (2 Timothy 1:5) (4)

7

Killed (Psalm 78:34) (4)

10 One of Graham Kendrick’s best-known songs, — — King (3,7)
12 Indecency (Mark 7:22) (8)
13 Unceasing (Jeremiah 15:18) (8)
16 He prophesied ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ (Matthew 24:15) (6)
18 British Board of Film Classification (1,1,1,1)
19 Pans (anag.) (4)

ANSWERS on page 21
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Editor: By the Revd Dr Herbert McGonigle.
Do your days rush by at a hectic pace?
Have you ever stopped to think that your mobile phone and emails have not given
you more time? Just more things to do in the same amount of time.
We leave our messages in one place while we take our bodies elsewhere. Instead of
doing one thing after another, we shoot out a variety of tasks, and then swoop down
on them later, needing to deal with them all at once.
In a four-minute clip from a street scene from an old Orson Welles film and a similar
clip from a more recent film, you will see an amazing difference. In the early film, the
camera records ‘real time’ – people get out of their cars, walk across streets, wait for
lights, speak to other people, enter a bank. In the more recent film, a similar sequence was reduced to a half a dozen quick cuts. Transition time was eliminated.
Modern life teaches us that ‘down time’ is wasted. Time is money. So mobile phones,
emails, etc, enable us to ‘waste’ less time. The tempo of cultural life picks up, the
heartbeat of daily life races, and our own body rhythms respond with adrenaline,
cramped muscles and heart attacks.
To take time out for daily prayer, for a quiet walk that is not to the next meeting, for
daydreaming or for Bible study becomes a cross-cultural act. Following Christ, waiting on Him, is a countercultural act.
One lovely biblical phrase is ‘in the fullness of time, it came to pass’. This suggests
four things: that time crests like a wave; that there is a right moment for things to
happen; that it’s not ours to plan that moment, but to recognise it; and that we are
not the primary agents of what happens in the world.
So, feel free to accept God’s offer of rest when you are weary; receive each moment of
your life as a gift from God’s hand; pray to discern what each new encounter you
make requires of you, and freely entrust everything else to God’s care.
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Covid-19
In common with a number of persecuting nations, China has been exploiting the
Covid-19 pandemic to tighten restrictions on underground believers.

“The Chinese Government is trying every way to take advantage of the virus by increasing the crackdown against Christian churches,” says Release partner Bob Fu, of
ChinaAid. “It has accelerated particular campaigns, such as the forced removal of
crosses.”
Bob Fu’s work has come under direct pressure as a result of a bizarre campaign targeting Chinese exiles in many countries. Even in the United States he has faced bomb
threats and been forced to seek police protection, but he says the work of ChinaAid
will not be stopped.
India
In India, Christians and other minorities fear religious intolerance will continue to
grow during 2021, largely due to growing Hindu nationalism.
Hindu extremists attacked churches and individual believers throughout 2020.
According to India’s Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF), Christians suffered 225 incidents of religiously motivated violence during the first ten months of 2020 – compared to 218 incidents in the same period in 2019. Many of these attacks were by
vigilante mobs.
In September 2020, Hindu extremists incited mobs of up to 3,000 people to attack
Christians in three villages in Chhattisgarh state.
The growing intolerance towards Christianity has been marked since the coming to
power of the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) in 2014. According to Release partners,
there has been a significant rise in the number of attacks against Christians following
the subsequent landslide victory of BJP Prime Minister Narendra Modi in May 2019.
The Persecution Trends survey is published in the latest of edition of Release International’s Voice magazine, available shortly.
Through its international network of missions, Release International is active in
some 25 countries around the world, supporting pastors, Christian prisoners and
their families; supplying Christian literature and Bibles, and working for justice.
More at: www.releaseinternational.org
**
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Open Doors welcomes Fiona Bruce as PM’s Special Envoy on Freedom of Religion or Belief

Fiona Bruce, MP for Congleton, has recently been appointed as the new Special Envoy
for Freedom of Religion or Belief (FoRB).
Bruce has long been a supporter of the work of Open Doors, including attending the
World Watch List parliamentary launch, visiting an Open Doors exhibition highlighting the plight of Yzidi women in Iraq, and regularly raising the issue of persecuted believers to the House of Commons.
She said: “My post will be placed at the service of some of the most vulnerable people
across the world.” She listed just some of the “continuing large scale horrors taking
place “ – such as those against Uighur Muslims in China, Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar and Yazidis in Iraq. She agreed with “the late and much respected former Chief
Rabbi, Jonathan Sacks” when he had stated: ‘the persecution of Christians throughout
much of the Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa and Asia, and elsewhere, is one of the
crimes against humanity of our time’.

Fiona Bruce said: “These are some of the most deeply concerning issues of our generation, on which it will be a privilege to engage as Special Envoy, both nationally and
internationally.”
Fiona Bruce has been a friend of Open Doors for many years, and is “a real champion
for freedom of religion and belief,” says Henrietta Blyth, CEO of Open Doors UK and
Ireland.
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Smile Lines
Hymns for seasoned citizens
The Old Rugged Face
Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up
It is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurt
Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing
Amazing Grace, Considering My Age
Just a Slower Walk With Thee
Count Your Many Birthdays, Name Them One by One
Go Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Up
Give Me That Old Timers' Religion
Blessed Insurance
Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, I've Forgotten Where I Parked
Disperse them
A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better understand
the harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took a job as a policeman for
several months. He passed the physical examination; then came the oral exam to test his
ability to act quickly and wisely in an emergency. Among other questions he was asked,
“What would you do to disperse a frenzied crowd?”
He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering plate.” He got the job.
Seen on a birthday card:
Forget about the past,
You can't change it.
Forget about the future,
You can't predict it.
Forget about the present,
I didn't buy you one.
Dressed
During my surgical residency I was called out of a sound sleep to the emergency room.
Unshaven and with tousled hair, I showed up with an equally unpresentable medical
student. In A&E we encountered the on-call medical resident and his student, both
neatly attired in clean white lab coats. The resident said to his student, "You can always
tell the surgeons by their absolute disregard for appearance."
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A London Sparrow – the inspiring and true story of Gladys Aylward
By Phyllis Thompson, 10Publishing, £9.99
A down-to-earth London girl, without many prospects, Gladys Aylward became a
Christian when she was just 18. When she felt God’s call on her to go to China as a
missionary, she overcame great obstacles in order to obey, and made the perilous solitary journey from London to China to join other missionaries out there.
Gladys may have been little and ill-educated, but she was determined and committed,
and in time became a formidable force for the gospel amongst her beloved Chinese
people. Her courage was extraordinary, leading her to even going into a Chinese prison in order to stop a riot.
But she will be forever remembered for her ‘incredible journey’ during the Second
World War, when the Japanese had invaded China. She led hundreds of Chinese children to safety on foot through the war zone, risking her life in order to save theirs.

Throughout it all, Gladys had a simple, transparent faith in God and knew she rather
die with ‘her people’ than desert them.
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Quotes for February

Editor: Lent is a time for taking stock of oneself spiritually. It is a time for ‘walking in
the wilderness’ in preparation for Easter. With this in mind, we offer:
The devil wrestles with God, and the field of battle is the human heart. - Fyodor Dostoevski
The fundamental deception of Satan is the lie that obedience can never bring happiness. - RC Sproul
A man who loves his wife will love her letters and her photographs because they
speak to him of her. So, if we love the Lord Jesus, we shall love the Bible because it
speaks to us of Him. - John R W Stott
Repentance is ultimate honesty. - Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Repentance is the process by which we see ourselves, day by day, as we really are:
sinful, needy, dependent people. - Charles Colson
To get the world right, start with yourself. - Anon
Repentance unravels sin and makes sin not to be. - Thomas Watson
The best prayers have often more groans than words. - John Bunyan

Endurance is the ability to stand up under adversity; perseverance is the ability to
progress in spite of it. - Jerry Bridges
It is but right that our hearts should be on God, when the heart of God is so much on
us. - Richard Baxter
Christ’s deeds and examples are commandments of what we should do. - John Wycliffe
Jesus walking on earth is far more important than man walking on the moon. - Anon
Jesus Christ: no other man has ever humbled himself so greatly; and no man has ever
been more exalted as a result. – Anon
Those who go against the grain of God’s laws shouldn’t complain when they get splinters. – Anon.
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God because He said so. The other
evidence about Him has convinced them that He was neither a lunatic nor a quack. –
CS Lewis
Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. And
your best days are never so good that you are beyond the need of God's grace. – Jerry
Bridges
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PP feb21 10 God in the Arts
Editor: The Rev Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a look at
‘Christ in the Wilderness – Scorpions’. It now hangs in a private collection. You can see it
at: https://www.wikiart.org/en/stanley-spencer/christ-in-the-wilderness-the-scorpion
Forty days and forty nights
On the 17th of this month, we enter the season of Lent: those 40 days when we follow
Jesus into the wilderness and prepare ourselves to celebrate His Easter victory. In the
last century an artist called Stanley Spencer planned to create a series of 40 paintings,
each depicting a day in the wilderness. In the end he completed nine, one of which is
this month’s painting from 1939: ‘Christ in the Wilderness – Scorpions.’ It is currently
held in a private collection.
Stanley Spencer lived and worked in the village of Cookham in Berkshire. The village
and the local countryside were the setting for many of his paintings, and the village’s
inhabitants his models. Through their everyday life he was trying to glimpse and convey the transcendent. ‘Angels and dirt’ he called it: the divine seen in the ordinary. So,
in a painting of Christ carrying His cross, Jesus has the face of the local grocer.
Another villager modelled for this Jesus in the wilderness: a strong, hefty, broad figure.
This is a great contrast to the Christ of stained-glass windows who often seems too
good to be part of our world. Here is real life: a large man filling the canvas with his
head, his hands and his feet. This figure of Jesus comes as a shock: a very human model, ordinary with nothing handsome or special about him, apart from his tunic which
seems to sprawl and undulate like the hills around. Here is a Jesus born into this world
and one with this world.
There are two focal points in the painting – the neat, little scorpion and the massive,
unkempt head contemplating each other. One is life in all its hefty reality; the other a
tiny creature able to squeeze that life out by one swift flick of its tail.
Jesus is shown in the wilderness pondering the life and ministry called of Him by God –
a life and ministry that will take Him from the countryside into the towns and villages
and take Him also to the death of Good Friday. Will He find the strength and renewal to
embrace that ministry during His time in the desert? During Lent as we follow Jesus,
we seek to live for God. That may mean dying to all that separates us from God.
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He has a ministry, a calling for each of us. As we contemplate that calling in this season
of Lent, we may find it is a calling that leads us through these 40 days to life and Easter life – we may find it a journey that calls us to die to self to find our God.
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