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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Dear Friends,
For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and
come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if
you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the LORD, … (Jeremiah
29:11-14)
I love the start of a new day, a new month. To be allowed to stand at the threshold
of a new period and wonder what God has in store for me, those around me, and
the world, well, I find that so refreshing. It’s also exciting because the God we worship is utterly faithful and reliable and unchanging …. yet, at the same time, very
unpredictable!
So, looking into July what do I see? A LONG WALK from 30th July to 5th August, organised by the Diocesan Environment Forum from Canterbury to St. Paul’s Cathedral, London where it then joins the much bigger walk that started mid-June in
Cornwall at the G7 Summit and will end on 30th October in Glasgow at the COP26
Climate Change conference. It’s being organised by the Young Christian Climate
Network (YCCN) to mark COP26 as a moment of opportunity and of decision.
Their aims are to respond to the call of climate justice, to stand with those climatevulnerable countries where livelihoods/homes are being lost, and to hold international governments to their promises to tackle climate change. Furthermore, they
are journeying across the country with a boat. Yes, a boat! For them, it is a symbol
of the 10% of the world’s population (770 million people) living in vulnerable coastal
communities at risk from extreme weather events such as floods and tropical cyclones, sea level rise and coastal erosion to name a few. Above all, the boat is a
sign of hope.
What do I leave behind? What do I take with me? What is going to give me hope
along the journey? These are the questions I am pondering.
What about us as a church? Can we ask those same questions as we look into the
summer months and anticipate a new journey with perhaps no COVID restrictions?
What might that journey be like? Jesus gives us the same advice as he gave his
first followers: go and tell my story to others but don’t take any food, money, or
equipment, only a staff. Rely on the kindness and hospitality of those you meet
(Mark 6:7-13). In other words, travel light and trust me. So rather than think of
physical things or activities to discard/keep, can we consider instead things such as
our attitudes? How do we leave behind our fixed expectations, narrowness of
heart/mind and assumptions? Can we take with us instead, a ‘boat’ full of wonder,
expectancy, hopefulness, and a willingness to be changed and transformed? In her
book on pilgrimages, Sally Welch recommends being ‘determined to seize all new
experiences and ideas, to seek the new and unfamiliar, and to reassess your role
and purpose in life.” (p. 25).
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Welcome to the Canterbury Cathedral to St Paul’s walk, joining the national Young
Christian Climate NetworkCOP26 Relay to Glasgow. We’ll be taking part in the nationwide pilgrimage from Friday 30 July to Thursday 5 August to show our unity in
the call for action as leaders meet at the UN Climate Change Conference in the autumn. Due to COVID guidelines only 30 people per section are allowed to join so
please click the walk below you would like to be part of and sign up to join.
The journey:
Friday 30 July at 7.30am - Canterbury Cathedral to Wye (limited to 12 people)

Saturday 31 July at 8.30 am - Wye to Charing (limited to 12 people)
Sunday 1 August at 8am - Bearsted to Aylesford Priory (limited to 12 people)
TBC Sunday 1 August at 4pm - Aylesford Priory to Rochester Cathedral
TBC Monday 2 August at 7.45 am – Rochester to Gravesend
TBC Tuesday 3 August at 8am – Gravesend to Crayford
TBC Wednesday 4 August at 8am – Crayford to Deptford
TBC Thursday 5 August 8am – Deptford to Southwark Cathedral
TBC Thursday 5 August 1pm – Southwark Cathedral to St Paul’s

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience

Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824

SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON

Mobile: 07738 086785

MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR
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May PCC Headlines:
The PCC voted to change to a Green Energy provider.
Because our Website no longer meets our needs PCC have agreed to
begin the process of setting up a new system.
Current PCC:
Rev Joyce Addison (Priest in charge and Chair)
Chris Charles and Keith Smith: Church Wardens
Andrew Gray: Treasurer; Carole Guichard: Secretary; Gill Bristow: Vice
chair.
Robin Fassenfelt, Janet Parkinson, Esther Barford, Sue Yeo,
Arun Rabbani, James Mbalira, Ellen Purvis.
We are aiming to introduce ourselves to you through this page in the
magazine and Esther has volunteered to start.
Esther Barford
I have attended St Martin's church for about 40 years, where I love the
building and the people, and my husband Richard can often be found at
the sound desk in non- covid times. We live in the parish and have one
grown up son. I taught for many years at Molehill Copse Primary school
(now called Academy) but since my retirement I have taken a number of
roles at Church. I have an ALM for Pastoral Care and I have responsibility
for children's work both in church and with the local schools and I have
greatly missed this during the pandemic!. This is my second year of a
current 3 year term on PCC.
'Do not neglect the spiritual gift that is in you' I Tim 4:14

Don’t stop too soon
The story is told of a college graduation where there were a large number of graduates
waiting to receive their degrees. Speed was of the essence, and so as the Chancellor
presented their diplomas, he simply smiled each time and whispered:
“Congratulations, keep moving.”
It’s actually good advice for all of life, and for your Christian life as well. Discovering
the reality of God’s love for yourself is life-changing, but – keep moving!
There is so much more that God has in store for you! Paul in 2 Timothy says “I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in
store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day....”
So, wherever you have reached in your own faith pilgrimage, congratulations, but keep
moving!
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St James the Least of All

Editor: The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
On why the clergy should avoid computers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
Thank you for the kind offer of your old computer, but I do not want it. I know you find
it a fundamental basic of daily life, but I do not, and I intend to keep things that way.

This is despite the fact that our diocesan office now takes it for granted that all of us
clergy have a computer. Indeed, the diocesan secretary and I have had several awkward phone calls upon this very subject. He can’t believe that I really don’t have one,
and suspects that I am simply hiding my email address from him so that he cannot
send me the daily diocesan briefings, weekly questionnaires, and constant notification
of all sorts of meetings and training days. But I remain firm: I have survived in ministry
for nearly 50 years without a computer, and I don’t intend to change now. When he
gets tetchy with me, I take the high moral ground and remind him that St Paul did not
have a computer.
Besides, it would not end with just a computer. Next, I would be obliged to get a printer
and then ink cartridges and then maybe some sort of virus would attack me. As I have
no idea about any of this, I might have to allow someone into the vicarage to sort it out,
and even worse, I might even have to pay them. My money can be far more usefully
spent on good claret.
Being without a computer also saves me much aggravation. From what I can gather,
most computer owners spend significant parts of their lives either trying to get their
machine to do something that it refuses to do, or else getting help from someone in a
remote part of the world who speaks a jargon only distantly related to English, who assures you that whatever you did, it would have been better if you hadn’t.
So I have decided that should I ever REALLY need to use a computer for something, I
will visit our local primary school and get a six year-old to do the job for me, which
they do with effortless efficiency, speed and accuracy.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,
Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&
Every Wednesday
9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”
David Yeo
01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071

What will you miss about lockdown?
More than half of us admit that we will miss some aspects of the Covid-19 restrictions,
especially spending more time at home with our family, and appreciating the quieter
roads.
A recent study by King’s College London and Ipsos Mori found that around one third of
us feel the past year has been similar or better than normal, while 54 per cent of us say
that we will miss some of the changes.
Three in ten of us feel closer to our immediate family than we did before the pandemic,
while just one in six of us say that we have grown further apart. One in five of us say
that our finances are better because of the pandemic.
Overall, it seems that while the public would rather the pandemic hadn’t happened,
that doesn’t mean it’s been all bad for everyone, or that people see it as deeply affecting
their future lives.
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Editor: by Tim Lenton
Remembering Princess Diana
Lady Diana Spencer – later Princess of Wales – was born 60 years ago, on 1st July 1961
at Sandringham in Norfolk. Twenty years later, on 29th July 1981, she married Prince
Charles at St Paul’s Cathedral in London. She died in a car crash in Paris in 1997.
Diana was not an academic child, but concentrated on art, music and sport. She was
widely admired for her beauty and style, and during her time as Princess of Wales
achieved a great deal in her charity work, particularly in the unexpected areas of AIDS
and landmines. Partly because of this she was believed to have strong Christian beliefs,
but this is not something she spoke about, though a special episode of Songs of Praise
on the BBC saw it as the motive for her charity work.
Her marriage to Charles suffered because of their obvious incompatibility and their affairs. They separated in 1992 and divorced in 1996. Their two sons, William and Harry,
suffered as a result and have reacted in markedly different ways.
Diana was the first Englishwoman for more than 300 years to marry the heir to the
throne. She was also the first royal bride to have a paying job before her engagement.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Help our children cope
Research has found that one in six children aged 5 to 16 in England reported a probable mental health disorder last year – up from one in nine in 2017.
Anxiety and depression have escalated beyond anything seen before in the NHS. And
so, the NHS plans to have 400 mental health support teams working across 3,000
schools in England, offering support to almost three million pupils by 2023.
Sir Simon Stevens, chief executive of the NHS, said: “Coronavirus has taken its toll on
us all, not least children who have been stuck at home unable to see their friends and
without the routine of school life.” It had been for many, he said, “a year of turmoil.”

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,

Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles
No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

call 01622

842481

or 07758

615101
www.pestpurge.co.uk
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2nd July St John Francis Regis – patron saint for relief workers

Do you ever admire relief workers? Those hardy folk who regularly appear on our TV
screens, actively seeking out the disease-ridden, starving, destitute people of the
world, instead of avoiding them, as most of us try and do.
John Francis Regis (1597 – 1640) could be a patron saint of relief workers. It all began
back in the early 1600s when he was ordained a Jesuit priest in Toulouse, a town raging with plague. Instead of fleeing for his life, John Regis decided to stay and minister
to the plague victims.
Somehow he survived, and was then sent by his bishop to do mission work in Pamiers
and Montpellier. For years John taught and preached Christ’s love, and also put it into
action: he collected food for the hungry, clothing for the poor, visited prisoners, and
even set up some homes for desperate ex-prostitutes.
In mid-September of 1640 John had a premonition of his approaching death. He took a
three-day retreat in order to calmly prepare himself for it – and then he went back to
work. Over Christmas, while helping the poor, he caught a chill. By 31st December he
was dying of pneumonia, but at peace: he had been granted a vision of heaven, and
could not wait to get there. His was a life well lived – he was “a good and faithful servant”.

22nd July St Mary Magdalene - patron of repentant sinners
It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over the centuries: she is
the patron saint both of repentant sinners and of the contemplative life.
Jesus drove seven demons from Mary, who came from near Tiberius in Galilee. She became His follower to the bitter end. She followed Him to Jerusalem and was present
during the crucifixion, standing heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus
did not end there, for she went to the tomb to anoint His body on the Sunday morning.
Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid: it gave her a unique privilege among
all mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen Lord appeared on Easter Sunday morning. She thought He was the gardener at first.
Mary Magdalene has sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed Christ’s
feet in the house of Simon (Luke 7:37). Over the centuries many artists have painted
this scene. Mary Magdalene’s feast has been kept in the West since the 8th century.
England has 187 ancient churches dedicated to her, as well as a College in both Oxford
and Cambridge.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS
Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING
PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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ACROSS
1 Sent out three times on a reconnaissance mission from Noah’s ark (Genesis
8:8–12) (4)
3 ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives’ (8)
9 Described by the 19th-century MP Sir Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in solution’ (7)
10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5)
11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5)
12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)
14 The area under the jurisdiction of a primate, for example, Canterbury, York (13)
17 To him God promised that David would be king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6)
19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God (Leviticus
21:20) (5)
22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5)
23 I gain me (anag.) (7)
24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8)
25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4)

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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DOWN
1 Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8)
2 Church of England incumbent (5)
4 What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7)
5 Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5)
6 ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in — ’ (2
Corinthians 4:8) (7)
7 It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4)

8 It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3)
13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8)
15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7)
16 Real do (anag.) (6)
18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 10:41) (5)
20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers
every day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)
21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites camped
(Exodus 15:27) (4)

ANSWERS on page 21
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6th July Thomas More, Reformation martyr
These days, lawyers and politicians are held in the lowest esteem by the public, along
with tabloid journalists and estate agents. St Thomas More was both a lawyer and politician, who is today much admired for holding steadfastly to his faith-based principles.
He lived in dangerous times, when anyone, even queens, who displeased King Henry
VIII could find themselves in a condemned cell in The Tower of London.
Sir Thomas More held the office of Lord High Chancellor and at one time was the king’s
most trusted adviser. But when King Henry took personal control of the Church in England in order to divorce his first wife, More courageously opposed him.
Thomas More was a social philosopher and the author of ‘Utopia’. This book described
an imaginary republic governed by an educated elite who employed reason rather than
self-interest for the general good of everyone. He was himself one of the pre-eminent
scholars of his age. As a Christian theologian he supported orthodox doctrine, vigorously opposed heresy and argued strongly against the new Protestant ideas taking
hold in Europe. Although holding the highest political and legal office he was far from
being a pragmatic politician and opportunist lawyer. In every matter he was a man
who held firmly to what he believed was right in God’s eyes.
When Thomas More fell from favour with the king, as a result of his unflinching views,
he was falsely accused of taking bribes. When this charge failed, his enemies accused
him of supporting a celebrated seer of the times who was strongly critical of the king.
This too failed. He was then required to swear to the Oath of Supremacy, acknowledging Henry’s position as head of the Church of England. This he could not do in conscience. He was put on trial and condemned to be hung, drawn and quartered for his
treason, a punishment later changed to beheading. He died in 1535 and on the scaffold
his final words were ‘I die the King’s good servant, but God’s first.’ He has been officially declared a martyr saint by the Roman Catholic Church.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Book Review

Colouring Jesus
By Flix Gillett, Candle Books, £6.99
Here is a fun activity book for children aged 7 – 9, which offers 14 pages of colourful
comic strips telling the key events and verses about Jesus’ life and teaching.
The comic strips are then provided as colouring activity pages for readers to
illustrate in their own way.
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Olympic Gold

This month should see the start of the Tokyo Olympics, having been postponed from last
year due to the Coronavirus pandemic. A number of New Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including Hebrews: ‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles,
and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and perfecter of our faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2).
The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite the struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses cheering us on. We have a heavenly Father
who loves us and a Saviour who has run the race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus, He will enable us to finish the race.
During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek Redmond was running
in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 250 metres from the finish his hamstring
tore. He fell to the ground in pain and stretcher bearers came over to him. However,
Redmond was determined to finish the race and so he started hopping toward the finishing line. Suddenly Jim Redmond, Derek's father, ran out of the stands towards him.
“You don't have to do this,” he told his son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his father
said, “We're going to finish this together.” They completed the lap with Derek leaning
on his father's shoulder. As they crossed the finish line, the spectators rose to give
Derek a standing ovation. Although he didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek Redmond
finished the race with his father at his side. Let’s not forget the encouragement we
have to finish the race!

PRAYERS
•

We pray for all those begin ordained Priests and Deacons on 3 July 2021 in the
Diocese of Canterbury. We pray especially for Andrew Edwards who returns to
St. Martin's as Curate and his family.

•

We hold in our prayers the future of our young. May we do all we can to tackle
the crisis of climate change and other environmental challenges in our time,
each in our own way.

•

As the school holidays approach, we pray for all those travelling and going on
holiday. We pray for their safety and well-being, above all for fun and relaxing
times with family and friends.

•

We thank God for all of the church communities in the Maidstone Deanery. We
pray for unity, collaboration and continued mutual support.
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Editor: By the Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans, Herts, and a
former communications director for the CofE.
Bishop challenges the BBC on its religious broadcasting
A Church of England bishop has recently called on the BBC to be more imaginative in
its religious broadcasting.
The Bishop of Ripon, Helen-Ann Hartley, urged the BBC to go beyond ‘preaching to the
converted’ to producing documentaries and dramas that challenge and inform people’s
world views.
Writing in a recent edition of Radio Times, Bishop Hartley noted that the BBC is promising ‘more content than ever before’ but added:
“If most of it fails to get beyond the ‘God slot’ normally reserved for ‘Songs of Praise’,
what’s the point, beyond keeping the faithful happy?”
Bishop Hartley chairs the respected Sandford St Martin Trust, which “promotes
thought-provoking, distinctive programming that deals with religion, ethics and spirituality.” By running annual awards, the Trust “promotes excellent broadcasting about
all faiths, from major networks, independents and online sources, at local and national
level.”
In the hard-hitting article, she asked “Where are the documentaries that challenge us
to rethink the world we live in? Or the dramas that ask us to re-imagine the human relationships? Instead of congratulating itself on producing more content than ever, I
wonder if it’s time for the BBC to ask just what is the point of religion on the telly, or the
radio for that matter?”
Bishop Hartley described the BBC as focusing unduly on ritual “because that’s what the
BBC thinks religious people do or are interested in.”
She said “I’m far more motivated by programmes that explore the big questions in life.
You can’t really understand the world and what motivates people if you’re not able to
interpret or understand religion.”

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley issued a strong challenge to the BBC to up its game on what
the Corporation describes as ‘religious broadcasting.’
She does so from an influential position, as the Sandford St Martin Trust has long
championed insightful, imaginative programmes that go beyond stereotypes and superficialities to depict the role played by faith in the lives of millions of people.
Bishop Hartley makes clear in the article “I don’t just want to watch a multi-platform
worship service at Easter. I’d like to ask hard questions and explore what the answers
might be.”
She applauded the Channel 4 drama series, ‘It’s a Sin’ set in the AIDs crisis of the
1980s, commenting “Drama can shine a light on how generations have faced issues
and challenges, many of which resonate with our current pandemic crisis.
“We all have world views, the question is how much these help us understand one another, and the things that motivate us. That’s what great TV like ‘It’s a Sin’ can do.

How climate change could affect your cup of tea
Now here’s something that will send you straight to your kitchen to put the kettle on:
the Great British cup of tea may not taste quite so good in the future.
It seems that extreme weather and rising temperatures could lead to inferior leaves in
the future, according to Christian Aid.
Kenya, the world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected by erratic rainfall,
floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, Sri Lanka and China, also major tea
producers, face climate change problems as well.
Climate change has been predicted by some as likely to cut production in Kenya’s best
tea-making areas by as much as a quarter by 2050. Even areas of only average growing
conditions could see production fall by 39 per cent.
As one tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We cannot predict seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall is erratic, often accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer droughts. If this continues, it will make growing tea much
harder.”
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General knowledge questions and answers
Questions
1. Continental United States has 4 time zones, can you name them?
2. What was the Turkish city of Istanbul called before 1930?
3. From which US city do the band The Killers originate?
4. Name the Coffee shop in US sitcom Friends
5. How many human players are there on each side in a polo match?
6. In what year did Tony Blair become British Prime Minister?
7. How many times has England won the men’s football World Cup?
8. What is the capital of New Zealand?
9. Street artist Banksy is originally associated with which British city?
10. From what grain is the Japanese spirit Sake made?
11. In which part of your body would you find the cruciate ligament?
12. What is the name of the main antagonist in the Shakespeare play Othello?
13. What element is denoted by the chemical symbol Sn in the periodic table?
14. What is the name of the 1976 film about the Watergate scandal, starring Robert Redford and
Dustin Hoffman?

15. How many of Henry VIII’s wives were called Catherine?
16. What was the most popular girls name in the UK in 2019?
17. Which comedian was the second permanent host of Never Mind the Buzzcocks after Mark
Lamarr?
18. Which popular video game franchise has released games with the subtitles World At War and
Black Ops?
19. In what US State is the city Nashville?
20. Which rock band was founded by Trent Reznor in 1988?
21. What is the currency of Denmark?

22. Which Tennis Grand Slam is played on a clay surface?
23. In which European country would you find the Rijksmuseum?
24. How many films have Al Pacino and Robert De Niro appeared in together?
25. What was the old name for a Snickers bar before it changed in 1990?
26. Who was the head of state in Japan during the second world war?
27. What is the smallest planet in our solar system?
28. Who wrote the novels Gone Girl and Sharp Objects?
29. Which legendary surrealist artist is famous for painting melting clocks?

30. Which football club plays its home games at Loftus Road

Focus Magazine July/Aug
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Answers
1. Pacific, Mountain, Central, Eastern
2. Constantinople
3. Las Vegas
4. Central Perk
5. Four
6. 1997
7. Once (1966)
8. Wellington
9. Bristol
10. Rice
11. Knee
12. Iago
13. Tin
14. All the President’s Men
15. 3
16. Olivia
17. Simon Amstell
18. Call of Duty
19. Tennessee
20. Nine Inch Nails
21. Krone
22. The French Open (Roland Garros)
23. Netherlands
24. Four (The Godfather Part 2, Heat, Righteous Kill, The Irishman)
25. Marathon
26. Emperor Hirohito
27. Mercury
28. Gillian Flynn
29. Salvador Dali
30. Queen’s Park Rangers

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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ORDINATIONS IN THE DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY
The Ordination of Priests will take place at Holy Trinity, Folkestone on Saturday 3 July 2021 at
12pm and the Ordination of Deacons, at 5.30pm, Canterbury Cathedral. Please pray for everyone participating in this service. We at St. Martin’s are excited to be welcoming back Andrew
Edwards, former Ignite Enabler, as our Curate. Here is what he has to say about his own journey with God:

“For many years I worked in charities, supporting the community development work of churches
and other organisations in Africa and Asia. I thought work in overseas development was my final
vocation, but God had other ideas and I am happy to be now starting a new adventure as an ordained minister, supporting the people of God in their vocation here in Kent. During my training
for ordination, I was fortunate to work as an Ignite Enabler at St Martin’s Maidstone and this exciting experience helped me to see what wonderful things God can do in a church that is seeking to
‘make room for all’. I am looking forward to returning to St Martin’s as Deacon and to continuing to
learn from and with the people of the parish, about what God is calling us to be and to do in His
beautiful and fragile world.”
ORDINATION PRAYER
The Lord God Almighty
Open your ears to His call,
Open your eyes to His presence,
Open your heart to His love,

Open your will to His ways.
God Almighty, calls you as,
A person for His purpose,
To preach His peace,
To pardon His people,
To proclaim His presence,
To praise Him perpetually.
God Almighty calls you.
David Adam
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COLOUR IN
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Promise and Fulfilment
When St Peter preached his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, he showed how the
life, death and resurrection of Jesus had to be understood in the light of the Old Testament. The promise of the Old was granted fulfilment in the New. This is how we understand the unity of the two Testaments: the messianic hope in one finds full expression
in the other. We read of the Suffering Servant in Isaiah and look to the life-giving sacrifice of Jesus. Earlier in that prophet we read of a wondrous Child who is granted the
spirit of the Lord to bring Paradise once more to the world:

‘The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them…..They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.’ (Isaiah 11:6,9)
That vision of peace and harmony inspired this month’s painting, ‘The Peaceable Kingdom’ by Edward Hicks. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1780 and worked as a carriage
and sign maker. After a rebellious adolescence, he became a Quaker, living as a preacher and minister before taking up his brushes. His fellow Quakers were uneasy with this
pursuit of such a worldly profession, and so Edward Hicks tried his hand at farming.
His efforts proved unsuccessful, and he returned to painting, creating a whole series of
canvases on this single theme. He painted almost a hundred versions of the Peaceable
Kingdom of which over 60 still exist. This one is from 1834.
The foreground is occupied by not just one child, but several. They are innocent and
free, playing with the animals around – lion, tiger, leopard, bear, wolf, cow and lamb.
There is no sign of ‘nature red in tooth and claw’ here for all is peace and tranquillity.
The bear and cow nudge each other in the bottom corner with no fear and no assertion
of strength. That vision of peace is being realised in the distant scene, where we see
William Penn and his fellow Quakers working on a treaty of co-existence with the Indians. The animals in the foreground symbolise the human traits we see at work in the
background: leadership and strength, sensitivity and gentleness.
As he worked on later versions of this painting, Edward Hicks knew that such peace
was not an easy and simple achievement. Arguments and misunderstandings divided
his own flock, and as a result the animals he painted look tired and anxious with sad
eyes and white whiskers.
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But here in 1834 there is a freshness and a promise of paradise restored. The cow and
the calf, the bear and the bear cub, and the other animals are at one with the children
playing. That harmony can be realised in human affairs also, the artist is saying.
‘Follow the Inner Light’ and Isaiah’s prophecy can be fulfilled in our world. It needs
both the innocence and strength we see here; it needs action and waiting, it needs wisdom and gentleness as we take counsel one with another. Follow those qualities to be
channels of God’s peace to make this world the Peaceable Kingdom.

Focus Magazine July/Aug

34
34

PARISH WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Ignite Enabler

Joyce Addison

669351

revjaddison@gmail.com

Melanie Banister

07732681795

mbanister@diocant.org

Robin
Fassenfelt

07980 750999

reader2@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

07912875320

Churchwarden1

Lay Reader
Ignite Enabler

Church Warden

Chris Charles

Church Warden

Keith Smith

07872902550

Churchwaden2@stmartins.org.uk

P.C.C. Treasurer

Andrew Gray

203596

treasurer@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

P.C.C. Secretary

Carol Guichard

Safeguarding
Coordinator

@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

secretary@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Caroline
Brewster

630398

safeguaring@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Esther Barford

685984

Pastoral assistant

Stewardship Recorder

John Hale

630504

Magazine

Dave Yeo

862244

Gill Bristow

755502

School’s Contact

Administrator Church
Hall booking

editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
office@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
hallhire@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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