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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Dear Friends,
… the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (Revelation 7:16-17)
As I write this letter, I am looking at recent events around the world: the withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan and all that means for those left behind; the devastation and terrifying impact of Hurricane Ida in Louisiana, the Gulf Coast and Cuba; the anxiety felt by people about rising COVID19 numbers; the climate change conference, COP26 in Glasgow and concerns about what it will
actually achieve; the wildfires in southern Europe and California. I could go on couldn’t I, painting
a very bleak picture.
What keeps you going through such times? What do you hold onto as an anchor for your soul? I
hold on to 2 things: first, the image of the Lamb sitting on the throne and second, the beauty of
God’s creation. The Lamb is of course, Jesus Christ and the image is one of victory, strength,
and immense power. I find this image immensely comforting and strengthening. There is a
throne and someone, Jesus Christ, ruler of all, is sitting on it. Our God reigns supreme over all,
even over all the chaos of life. With Christ on the throne, we also have a Shepherd who will
guide us through the chaos and comfort us until he leads us to ‘the springs of the water of life.’
Clearly, there is more to life than meets the eye.
Then there is creation. Right now, we all know that we must take active steps not only to protect
the natural world around us but also to enable it to flourish. September is a great month to find
fresh ways of doing just that. This year, the Season of Creation will help us. It begins from 1st
September through to 4th October. Thousands of Christians on six continents will get together
for a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our Earth. On 5 th Sunday we will support the Climate Sunday initiative. On 12th September I hope to show the short video of young people in our
deanery talking about climate change. Finally, on 26 th September we will celebrate Harvest Communion and Harvest for the Estate. Both our worship and the food we give away are manifestations of God’s radical generosity and love for this community and all of creation. In spite of everything, God is making all things new.
Whatever you hold onto during your times of trial and tribulation, take heart, be encouraged. We
worship a God who rules over all things and is redeeming all of creation. So, let us come together and help others find their comfort and strength in Jesus, whether that be Jesus as Lamb on the
throne or creator and redeemer of this incredible planet.
Christ above us, Christ beneath us, Christ beside us, Christ within us.
With earthly eyes we see above us, clouds, or sunshine, grey or bright.
But with the eye of faith, we know You reign:
Instinct in the sun ray, speaking in the storm, warming, and moving all Creation.

(adapted, George MacLeod)
Be blessed. Joyce, Priest-in-Charge
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Headlines from July PCC
Prayer Box –Prayer requests received are now being included in intercessions.
Coffee Break
This will happen every Thursday from 11am. When Grab and Go begins, we will
extend the time so that people can stay and chat with one another.
Shepway Fun Day
Wednesday 4th August 1-3pm, Cumberland Green with others in the community.
Marshall’s Grant

Marshalls have made some funds available to the Diocese for those churches who
are doing what they can to reduce their carbon emissions. We have applied for the
sum of £7684 which is in respect of secondary glazing for the kitchen, toilet and
vestry as well as for preparing the windows and installing a new extractor fan.
Grant approved.
Safe Worship
All COVID-19 restrictions have now been lifted and the Church of England has issued guidance to help us make our own arrangements for public worship.
Please feel free to contact JA or the Wardens at any time.

It’s important that everyone understands the changes and feels safe with what is
decided. Special consideration is to be given to those who are vulnerable.

PRAYERS
Let us continue to pray for the people of Afghanistan. May those who
now govern do so with compassion, integrity and justice for all people.
We pray for the people of Louisiana and beyond who are recovering
from the aftermath of Hurricane Ida. Be with those who have suffered
untold loss - loss of loved ones, loss of their homes and loss of their
businesses.
We pray for everyone going to school and other educational establishments. We pray for those returning to them. Protect them and may
they find joy in their learning.
We pray for the communities of Shepway, Mangravet and Senacre and
ask God to bless us, the people of St. Martin's, so that we can be a
blessing to them.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Let Jesus Christ find you
Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.’ John 14:1-6
We come to church regularly to meet God. But actually, God comes to meet us. He
comes to us personally though His Word; and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under
cover of bread and wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’.
The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other way round. It begins
with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, and that’s how it continues to this day.
But it ends with a dramatic vision of reunion.
In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face God who is in pursuit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means.
Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is becoming an apprentice in His workforce.
Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about His death - and
theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.”

When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the dark. But we will not
go alone. Never alone. As we reach out into the darkness, Christ is reaching out to
us. Just as He has been reaching out to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp
us as we breathe our last. “I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also.”
For the disciple, death is a union - a reunion with Christ. It’s the most natural thing in
the world. So, we pray that at our end, we may reach out into the darkness, to find we
are grasped by the One who has already prepared a place for us.
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience

Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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QUIZ
General knowledge
1. How many time zones are there in Russia?
2. What’s the national flower of Japan?
3. How many stripes are there on the US flag?
4. What’s the national animal of Australia?
5. How many days does it take for the Earth to orbit the Sun?
6. Which of the following empires had no written language: Incan, Aztec, Egyptian,
Roman?
Until 1923, what was the Turkish city of Istanbul called?

1 World geography
1. What country has the most islands in the world?
2. What’s the smallest country in the world?
3. What’s the capital of Canada?
4. Name the largest (not highest) mountain range in the world?
5. Where is the lowest natural place on planet Earth?
6. Name the longest river in the world?

Sports
1. Where was the first modern Olympic Games held?
2. Which football team is known as ‘The Red Devils’?
3. Which driver has won the most Formula 1 championships?
4. Who is 3rd on the all-time list of female tennis Grand Slam champions?
What was the clothing company Nike originally called?

1 Film & TV
1. When was Netflix founded: 1997, 2001, 2009, 2015?
2. What was the most-watched series on Netflix in 2019?
3. Name Pixar’s first feature-length movie?
4. What is the name of the coffee shop in the sitcom Friends?
5. Name Disney’s first film?
Answers Page 22

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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To Advertise or Subscribe:
A quarter-page advert costs just £22.00
to appear in the ten editions we produce
annually. Other sizes available on
request.

A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,
Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&

Subscription to FOCUS with delivery to
your door
Payment for hardcopies can be made at
the church or to your distributor.
Cheques to be made payable to:
“St Martin’s Church PCC.”

Every Wednesday

David Yeo

9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

01622862244
Please contact the editor:
editor@stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

Call Sue on 07724 185071
3rd Sept St Gregory the Great - the man who saved the ‘angels’
Pope Gregory never called himself ‘the Great’, but instead ‘the Servant of the Servants of God’. Nevertheless, Gregory was one of the most important popes and influential writers of the Middle Ages. The son of a very rich Roman senator, he left
the service of the State upon his conversion as a young man. Gregory then sold off
his tremendous estates to found six monasteries in Sicily and a seventh in Rome,
and gave generously to the poor. He became a monk and adopted an austere lifestyle. But he was destined to be a frustrated monk, because successive popes
kept appointing him to jobs with major public responsibilities.
Christians in England owe him a great deal. When Gregory came across some
English slaves for sale in Rome, he asked who they were, and was told, ‘They are
Angles.’ Moved with compassion for these humiliated and despised men, he replied, ‘They are not Angles, but angels!’ He wanted to lead a band of missionaries
to England to evangelise the Angles, but then plague broke out in Italy, and during
this time he was elected Pope.
Reluctantly he accepted, and then sent to work to deal with the crises facing Christendom: plague, floods, famine, and a Lombard invasion. But busy though Gregory was, he did not forget the Angles. He sent Augustine to England, and so indirectly became the apostle of the English.
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5th Sept Laurence Giustiniani - the saint who knew how to help a beggar

You are walking down the road when a beggar approaches you for money. What
do you do? If, instead of giving money, you buy him/her coffee or a meal, then you
are in good company: you are following in the steps of the first ever Bishop of Venice.
Laurence Giustiniani (1381 – 1455) was born of a noble Venetian family, but chose
the austerity of the Augustinian monastery of San Giorgio on island of Alga. He became a priest in 1406, Prior in 1407, Bishop of Castello in 1433 and then in 1451
the first ever Bishop of Venice.
By then, Laurence had seen a lot of human nature, and was wise as well as good.
Frugal in his private life, and happy to help the poor, he made sure that he gave
wisely as well as generously. Hence the poor who came to him for help were given
food and clothing - but only very occasionally small amounts of money. Bishop
Laurence also devoted himself to peace-making and other pastoral work, for which
his contemporaries held him in high esteem. As he lay dying on a bed of straw,
very many clergy, laity, beggars and destitute folk came to grieve: he was greatly
respected and loved. Wise giving and peace-making – Laurence’s example still
shine true today.

9th Sept St Peter Claver - compassion for slaves
Here is a saint for anyone with a social conscience. Claver was born in 1581 near
Barcelona at Verdu, and at 20 became a Jesuit. He went as a missionary to New
Granada and worked to alleviate the terrible suffering of the slaves who arrived
from West Africa, caged like animals. (It was said that you could smell the stench
of a slave ship while it was still seven miles from shore.) Claver helped the poor
wretches who survived long enough to reach dry land. He gave them food and
medicine as well as spiritual comfort. He is said to have cared for and baptised

11th Sept

St Deiniol of Bangor - bringing disagreeing bishops together

St Deiniol was a 6th century monk of Wales who came to be the ‘first bishop of Bangor’. And a mighty bishop he was, too: Deiniol founded the two monasteries of
Bangor Fawr (on the Menai Straits) and Bangor Iscoed (Clwyd), which, according
to Bede, became the most famous monastery of British Christianity and came to
number over 2,000 monks. Sadly, they were defeated at the battle of Chester by
the pagan Aethelfrith, king of Northumbria. Deiniol is also remembered for his skill
in getting disagreeing bishops to come and talk things over at a Synod… surely a
skill which his 21st century successors have had to put to great use! He died about
584 AD.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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16th Sept

Ninian, Bishop of Galloway – Apostle of the Picts (Scotland)

Ninian was a Celt who was born about 360, in southern Scotland. He was remarkable for two things: he was almost certainly the first man in Scotland to live in a little white stone house, and also the first to preach the gospel to the Scots. Just as
remarkable: becoming the apostle to the Picts was intimately connected to him
even having a white-washed stone house, instead of the usual wooden hovel.
For Ninian had not always stayed in Scotland, but had travelled to Rome to study,
and then on to Gaul, where he had spent time with St Martin of Tours. Martin’s
monastery was called Loco Teiac (little white house), and it seems that when Ninian
returned to Scotland to preach the gospel, he wanted something similar. And so it
was that Ninian built his little white house, called Ad Candidam Casam, and began
sharing the Gospel with the Picts who lived in Whithorn and Galloway. This was
the region north of the old Roman wall – where Roman rule had never been established.
Ninian seems to have been very effective, for it is said that, like Patrick (a generation later) and Columba (a century and a half later), he helped form the character of
Celtic Christianity. And throughout southern Scotland, there are still many churches who bear his name.

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles

No job too small, same day support
Talk to your local, friendly Pest Control business

13

Focus Magazine

September 14
14

Ignite update September 2021

Well, we’re certainly missing Andrew from the team, but it’s been very exciting to
have so much going on in physically meeting again in the church! In July we had
our first Community Social which was a picnic, games, treasure trail and music outside church. It was attended by 37 people at the time the restrictions were lifted,
and everyone had a lovely time with families, new faces and some old attendees
joining in with the fun. Roger made an excellent bingo caller, and Robin did his usual in entertaining with surprising poll questions linked to Play Your Cards Right, as
well as I’m Not A Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here Challenge on some strange foods!
Much fun was had all round.
Please do join us for our socials, or even our Monday evenings. We open the door
again each Monday at 6:30pm and eat a free meal at 7pm. This is followed by the
usual games, reflections and worship components of the evening and we have a
steady returned and new face crowd now attending each week usually numbering
around 20-30.
We’ll have been at Mote Park for another picnic by the time you read this for the
bank holiday weekend, and we have a movie night scheduled for the church and
community Saturday 25th September at 6:30pm – watch out for posters and notices announcements. All are welcome, please do come along and join us as a one off
if you like, and bring some neighbours, friends or family. Always delightful to see
you all.
Melanie Banister
07952 885966

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS
Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING
PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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Clues Across
1 ‘Through [Christ] we have gained …. by faith into this grace’ (Romans 5:2) (6)
4 Deprives of sight (Deuteronomy 16:19) (6)
8 The words of a hymn do this (mostly) (5)
9 Faithful allegiance (1 Chronicles 12:33) (7)
10 Belgium’s chief port (7)
11 Where John was baptizing ‘because there was plenty of water’ (John 3:23) (5)
12 Imposing height (Psalm 48:2) (9)
17 Jesus’ tempter in the wilderness (Mark 1:13) (5)
19 Comes between Amos and Jonah (7)
21 ‘Your will be done’ … as it is in heaven’ (Matthew 6:10) (2,5)
22 Gale (Matthew 8:24) (5)
23 Axle, eh? (anag.) (6)
24 ‘Out of the… I cry to you, O Lord’ (Psalm 130:1) (6)
Clues Down
1 Popular Christian author and humorist, Plass (6)
2 Transparent ice-like mineral (Revelation

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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3 Method of compelling surrender by surrounding target of attack (2 Chronicles
32:1) (5)
5 Expose (Isaiah 52:10) (3,4)
6 Lonny (anag.) (5)
7 Utterance (1 Timothy 1:15) (6)
9 Husband of Deborah, the prophetess (Judges 4:4) (9)
13 Burial service (Jeremiah 34:5) (7)
14 What Christ threatened to do to the lukewarm church in Laodicea (Revelation
3:16) (4,3)

15 Simon Peter climbed aboard and dragged the net (John 21:11) (6)
16 His response to Jesus’ decision to return to Judea was ‘Let us also go, that we
may die with him’ (John 11:16) (6)
18 There will be weeping and gnashing of … (Matthew 8:12) (5)
20 Walkway between rows of pews in a church (5)

ANSWERS on page 21
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St James the Least of All
Editor:
stace’…

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eu-

On the perils of taking a wedding
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
As with many of your ideas, your intentions are admirable; it is just that they don’t
work.
So it was with the recent wedding in your church, where you allowed the happy but
quite mad young couple to try and imitate the marriage of the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. It was kind of them to want to celebrate Will and Kate’s recent 10th wedding anniversary, but it did not seem to occur to anybody that your church, converted
from a 1960s warehouse, is fractionally less impressive than Westminster Abbey. And I
feel that a backdrop of a car park and canal make a poor substitute for the Houses of
Parliament and the Thames. Finally, even 43 very enthusiastic young people can hardly
pretend they are a congregation of several thousand.
However, I do applaud your decision to invite me to take it, in order to impart a degree
of gravitas to the proceedings, though of course I would not presume to upstage the
Archbishop of Canterbury. (Although were he to ask my advice on how to run the Anglican Church, I have several helpful suggestions to hand.) But even I struggled to keep
things on a proper course when the bride, lacking a horse-drawn carriage, simply
walked up the lane with her ancient pony. (Which then tried to bite me at the church
door!)
Her arrival was greeted with music. I will pass no comment on this, as the Bible says
we are to make a joyful noise, not necessarily music, unto the Lord. I am sure that
drums and kazoos and guitars all have their place – somewhere or other.
It was a pity that the groom, unlike Prince William, had not thought to get to the
church on time – or indeed, at all. It was fortunate that the bride’s mother found him in
that pub nearby, or really, we would have struggled to complete the wedding.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Book Review
God and Stephen Hawking – whose design is it anyway? (2nd edition)
By Prof John C Lennox, Lion Hudson, £8.99
“It is a grandiose claim to have banished God. With such a lot at stake we surely
need to ask Hawking to produce evidence to establish his claim. Do his arguments
really stand up to close scrutiny? I think we have a right to know.”
The Grand Design and Brief Answers to Big Questions by eminent scientist the late
Stephen Hawking were blockbusting contributions to the science religion debate.
They claimed it was the laws of physics themselves which brought the universe into
being, rather than any God. In this forthright response, John Lennox, Oxford University mathematician and internationally known apologist, takes a closer look at
Hawking’s logic and questions his conclusions.
In lively, layman’s terms, Lennox guides us through the key points in Hawking’s arguments – with clear explanations of the latest scientific and philosophical methods
and theories – and demonstrates that far from disproving a Creator God, they make
his existence seem even more probable.
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MAIZE

General knowledge
11,

Cherry Blossom,

13,

Red Kangaroo,

365,

Incan, Constantinople

World Geography

Sweden 220,000,
na trench11034 m,

The Vatican, Ottawa ,
the Nile 6650 kl.

The Andes 7000Km long, the Maria-

Sport
Athens 1896,

Manchester United,

Lewis Hamilton, Serena Williams

Blue Ribband Sports
Film & TV
1987,

Stranger things,

Toy Story,

Central Perk,

Snow White
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive
relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Faithful to Scripture, Faithful to Science: Alister McGrath on science and Christian faith

Alister McGrath is well-known as a theologian, but he started out as a scientist. After
becoming a Christian as a student, he wanted to learn about his new faith so he studied
theology at the same time as completing his PhD in molecular biophysics. He has not
lost touch with science, but has continued to write and speak about how science and
Christian faith work together. In this extract from a recently released interview, he
shares his experience of being a scientist and a Christian.
“I think my most vivid experience of wonder took place in the 1970's when I was on
vacation in Iran. We were travelling on a bus in the middle of the night because it wasn't hot then, and the bus broke down. We found ourselves in the middle of this solemn
black desert, and the night sky shone with a brilliance like I had never seen before.
That just overwhelmed me, it made me think there is something really wonderful here.
“Now, I was a Christian by that time and I knew how Christianity could answer that but
it just struck me, that sense of wonder has two possible outcomes. One is science - this
universe is wonderful, what's it all about? But of course, it is also about religion, the
deeper levels of things that science can't really engage. I think one of the things I have
discovered over time is that maybe this sense of wonder both opens the gateway to science and to faith, and that those two together are able to answer questions which on
their own they simply couldn't.
“I think science is wonderful at asking questions. Some of those questions can be answered, but very often when you do answer them, they simply open up yet more questions. But of course, there are some more fundamental questions I think science simply
cannot answer - they transcend its capacities to answer, and you might think of nonempirical questions like, ‘Why am I here? What is the meaning of life? What is good
and how do I live a good life?’

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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“These are real questions and they're good questions but they're not scientific questions. And the psychologists tell us that we really need answers to those questions if
we are to lead a fulfilled human existence. You find some scientists who say, ‘Well because science can’t answer them there are no answers to be given’, but actually most
realise that there are answers waiting to be discovered - it’s just that science can't deliver them.
“Science fills in part of a big picture but there are parts of the picture you have to fill in
from somewhere else. Science is part of the answer but only part, and faith supplements it, giving us a vision of life that is exciting and reliable, and also something that
we can inhabit meaningfully.”
Find more on wondersofthelivingworld.org
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PCC who am I?
Keith Smith: Church Warden
I am now serving my second year as Church Warden at St Martin's and I have worshipped
there for about 6 or 8 years. I live with my wife Tracy and 2 daughters in the flats just behind the church. My day job is in the supply chain. As the first lockdown started just after I
was elected, my CW duties have not been normal. I have learnt a lot about zoom and other
technology for the church and during services I am usually 'hosting' the zoom service. This
means I am operating the laptop that controls the zoom link.
Arun Rabbani. Website Manager
I am responsible for maintaining the church website and along with a few others the overall
IT infrastructure within our church. Outside of church I work as a Project Manager for DEFRA, helping them deliver projects that benefit our rural and agricultural sector. I have
lived in the parish since 2013, so have been a regular member from 2013 onwards.
Sue Yeo –
I have been a member of St Martin's for about 22 years. I was at one time churchwarden for
7 years. I am an ALM Worship Leader and Anna Chaplain taking services into our local
Nursing/Residential homes which I have been doing for just over 17 years. I was also part
of the Chaplaincy team at Maidstone Hospital for some years. I am married to David who is the editor of the Parish magazine. I live outside the Parish
having moved some 6 years ago to Leeds Village.
Andrew Gray: Treasurer
I still feel a bit like the “new boy” having only worshipped at St Martins for the last four
years. My wife, Anna, and I joined the congregation when we moved to Maidstone a few
years ago to be nearer our grandchildren. We thank everyone for so warmly welcoming us
when we first entered St Martins and we have come to love the church and its people. Having recently retired after 40 years as an accountant in the insurance industry, I was delighted
to take over as treasurer in 2020, and I look forward to serving the PCC for many years to
come.
Janet Parkinson
I have been a member of St. Martin’s church for approx. 40 years. During that time, I have
held various roles including church warden, house group leader, Sunday club leader, singing
group member and worship leader. I have served on PCC at different times and currently I
have been elected to represent the parish on the Maidstone Deanery. This means I am currently on PCC during my period of service, usually 3 years. I am also the Parish Environment leader and a member of the Deanery Environment group. With others, I am developing the grounds which surround the church for the benefit of all who live in our community.
I am married to Bryan, and we have 3 adult children and 4 grandchildren under 6 which
keeps me busy! I am also Bryan’s full time carer.
I trained to be an infant teacher in my later years and was deputy head teacher at Oak Trees
school, now Oaks Academy in Mangravet for several years. Prior to this I helped Marian
Sidwell set up and run St. Hilary’s Nursery school on the Senacre estate. I have also been,
among other things, a BT telephone operator and a Nat West bank employee in their head
office in London!!! I enjoy gardening, sewing and knitting when I have time!
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PP Looking at God sep21
Editor: The Ven John Barton on God’s search for us.
Let Jesus Christ find you
Jesus said, ’Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.’ John 14:1-6
We come to church regularly to meet God. But actually, God comes to meet us. He
comes to us personally though His Word; and in Holy Communion, Jesus arrives under
cover of bread and wine, saying ‘this is My body; this is My blood’.
The whole Bible is the story of God searching for us, not the other way round. It begins
with Adam and Eve running away and hiding, and that’s how it continues to this day.
But it ends with a dramatic vision of reunion.
In the meantime, humanity is invited to stop, turn round, and face God who is in pursuit. ‘Turning round’ is what ‘repentance’ means.
Becoming a Christian is letting Christ find us; being a Christian is becoming an apprentice in His workforce.
Not long before His crucifixion, Jesus taught His apprentices about His death - and
theirs. “I’m going to prepare a place for you, and I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.”
When we contemplate dying, it may seem like a journey into the dark. But we will not
go alone. Never alone. As we reach out into the darkness, Christ is reaching out to
us. Just as He has been reaching out to us throughout our lives, so He is there to grasp
us as we breathe our last. “I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also.”
For the disciple, death is a union - a reunion with Christ. It’s the most natural thing in
the world. So, we pray that at our end, we may reach out into the darkness, to find we
are grasped by the One who has already prepared a place for us.
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Maidstone Deanery Prayers for September

Thank you for your continued prayers for the churches and people of our deanery.
This month, we pray for St Nicholas, Allington with the following from Revd. Chris
Lavender:-

As is the case with all of us we continue to work out the
best strategy for coming out of lockdown and engaging
with our congregations and beyond. Work with youth,
children, families and schools is particularly challenging
as we deal with many issues of uncertainty.
For the time being we give thanks for the following;
•

Continued online presence enhancing physical worship

•

Creativity across that worship

Ongoing generosity from across the community in Allington providing much
needed supplies for the food bank and beyond
•

The re-opening of our Community Cafe that gives a place for much needed fellowship
•

A reasonably stable financial situation
We also pray for;
The work of Fiona Higgs our Children's, Families and Schools Minister and her
efforts to maintain and develop networks in these areas of ministry through the
continuing challenges
•

Generally seeking to re-connect with those that we have not seen for some
time
•

Clergy and lay ministers seeking to present, and develop worship as restrictions ease
•

The re-opening of our halls as we seek to provide community space and balance that with maximising income
•

The spiritual life of the church and the desire to prioritise 'presence' over
'process'
•

For those coming forward for confirmation and their continuing development
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God in the Arts
Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘A Hill
Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish. You can see a copy of the illustration at: http://
www.uh.edu/engines/epi1900.htm
‘How wonderful creation is’
There is a story that someone asked a Father of the early church, Tertullian, to prove
the existence of God.
He replied by showing the person a rose. But Tertullian took a risk, for while many appreciate the beauty and wonder of a rose, it is not everyone who sees that beauty
pointing to God as its creator.
In one of his hymns, Fr Faber wrote: ‘How wonderful creation is, The work which thou
didst bless, And O! what then must Thou be like – Eternal loveliness.’ A rose can speak
of beauty and speak of God to some; to others a rose is just another flower in the garden. William Blake wrote, ‘The tree which moves some to tears of joy is in the eyes of
others only a green thing which stands in the way.’ We know that only too well when
forests are cut down in the name of progress, and trees that have stood for centuries
are hewn down in a moment.
This month’s work of art is ‘A Hill Prayer’ by Maxfield Parrish: it shows a man standing
in a forest of venerable and imposing trees, and the hills stretching out behind him.
Maxfield Parrish was an American artist, who created paintings of brilliant colour and
luminosity. The particular cobalt he used was known as ‘Parrish blue.’ Much of his
work was for illustrations in books and magazines and in advertising. But here is an
early drawing of 1897, based in a New England forest, that has a haunting quality
about it. He drew it to accompany a poem of Marian Warner Wildman where the writer
goes into the forest to escape the doubts and worries of the world and to find release
and peace. It ends with the lines:
‘I love thee with a beauty-broken heart
And worship thee, be whatever thou art.’
The drawing may evoke for us memories of forests and countryside we have explored,
with trees towering above us, reaching to the sky, their leaves rustling in the wind and
letting shafts of sunlight through. Like the artist, we may have wondered at their age
and beauty and pondered the mystery of creation around us. In their beauty we can
glimpse their Creator; in the miracle of their life, we can see the bringer of life and
eternal life. For scripture begins with trees: the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil with the story of how human pride exchanges paradise for
hard work and toil.
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But the final pages of the Bible describe that tree of life once again: this time arching
over the river that runs through the heavenly city with leaves that bring healing and
restoration. And bridging that tree of Genesis and the tree of Revelation is the wood of
the cross: ‘None in foliage, none in blossom, none in fruit thy peer may be.’ In that tree
we can truly glory.
Autumn will soon be with us, and the magnificence of the trees around will fade as
their leaves fall and are swept away. After the death of winter, spring will come and
bring the miracle of new life to their roots and branches, and once again we can behold
their glory, like the traveller in the forest of Maxfield Parrish’s drawing – trees that remind us of ‘the one and only noble tree’: the Cross that is the sign of salvation for all
seasons and all lives.
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