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A Letter from the Ministry Team
‘God spoke “Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature. So that they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds in the air, the
cattle. And yes Earth itself. God looked over everything he had made, it was so
good, so very good’ Day Six Message Bible.
So I have over the month of August been in a reflective mood, trying to take some
time to understand what has been happening within my family and my extended
family, church and even the world with all of the changes that have been happening. Sometimes it is good to take stock of what we have or have been given.
Obviously the pandemic has brought in to our diction new words and new ways of
living our life, literally all of our lives have changed. Besides the sad sometimes
brutal side effects there has been one side effect that has seen nature creep back
into our lives. For those of us who have access to a garden or a wide space of
grass and trees who out of us heard the wonderful music of Blackbirds, Robins,
Skylarks, Song Thrush etc.
The smell of a cleaner air as there was less traffic became palpable, the quietness
also struck me. Until inevitably an Ambulance siren would bring me back to well,
Earth. Everything has changed
I also started to relive my fascination of all things space and watched with
awe the wonderful series by Professor Brian Cox called ‘The Planets’. We went
through a journey of each planet in our solar system and of each planets constituent parts. But more Professor Cox offered that each planet was still evolving in so
many different ways. But when he looked at earth it just stood out among our
neighbours in the solar system. Its beauty in the black expanse of space is incredible. Watching this wonderful planet of ours seemingly hanging there and yet knowing that the closest planet to us is a dead world. We can see how fragile Earth is.
On the odd day when I wasn’t busy at work or in the garden I watched programs about our effect on that fragile place we live on. I watched a program about
the British Antarctic Survey and their incredible strange building they all occupy.
They have noticed a crack appear not too far away from their base which will eventually detach itself from the main ice shelf. When it floats away it will be the size of
Wales. THE SIZE OF WALES.
Then the news over the last few months of the fires across the Mediterranean
and Greece and Turkey. Then the German/Belgium and of course the New York
floods. This fragile piece of beautiful rock IS in mortal danger by us, you and me. I
will honest it has taken the events of this year to realise how close we are to ruining
for good this place we are well just custodians of really.
PTO
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Now we look to all of the world’s leaders to make THE changes that are
needed to bring us back from the brink at COP26 in Glasgow at the end of the
month. But I am looking to make changes myself, the small things which really
should have been doing already. Recycling – if we can afford to change to green
energy, change to electric cars, solar panels. Look at what we are buying is it
bio degradable, cut out the single use plastics and packaging. Buy loose fruit
and veg.
These are just some of the changes each of can make, because as a
Christian I know that our God looks down on each of us to look after this place
we call home for those who will inherit what we do now. Wouldn’t it be great if
we knew with the changes we can start to make now, our patient God would
look on each of us with new Hope? Also to say that His creation once again is
so very good.
In His Love
Robin

PRAYERS
As schools are now settling into a new pattern, we pray for the wellbeing, good health and safety for all in our places of education.
As winter approaches, we pray for Maidstone and Pembury hospitals,
our local residential homes and GP surgeries as well as for the Winter
Shelter preparations. For all involved in the care industry, we pray for
them at this time.
We give thanks for everyone who participates in Grab and Go. May this
outreach be a blessing to all, both givers and receivers.
We pray for the town of Maidstone and all those who work and live
here. May our leaders make wise decisions for the common good.
We give thanks for the beautiful season of Autumn and all Harvest
Thanksgiving services, including our own Harvest for the Estate.
Amen

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons, scholar, d AD 899

Can you think of a politician who deserves to be called a saint? If no one currently
living politician comes to mind, never mind – there is always King Alfred of Wessex
(871-99).
This remarkable and best known of all the Anglo-Saxon rulers may have dozed off
and let some cakes burn while a peasant woman was hiding him from the Vikings,
but he did so much else which was of lasting good for the Anglo-Saxon people.
It was a desperate time for the Anglo-Saxons – the kingdoms of Northumbria, East
Anglia and Mercia had fallen to the Vikings. Only Alfred’s province remained free.
Through some inspired military maneuvering, Alfred managed to keep them at bay.
As a Christian, he became the defender of all Christian Anglo-Saxons against the
pagan Vikings. (His son and grandsons went on to conquer the Vikings, and thus
ensured the future unity of England.)
Alfred was also a scholar, and admired certain writings which had laid down models
of ideal Christian kingship. He tried to put these principles into practise, such as
producing a law-code. Alfred believed strongly that anyone in authority should
have to study in order to learn how to govern. Not such a bad idea for leaders today!
Alfred was never canonised by the Church, but his translation of Consolation of
Philosophy by Boethius is often thought to be a fitting epitaph: I desired to live worthily as long as I lived, and to leave after my life, to the men who should come after
me, the memory of me in good works.

Are you young? Would you like to become an evangelist?
Youth ministry and outreach can be daunting, but now a new organisation promises to
help local churches begin to do it, ‘stress free’.
Amplify is the nation’s national Young Evangelists’ Academy for 11-17s. HOPE Together’s Youth Director Dan Randall says, “We would love to serve churches by equipping
their young people to reach their generation for Jesus. The Corona-coaster isn't stopping us raising up the next wave of evangelists!”
Here is a short video which explains Amplify: https://youtu.be/0EgvlPQ9PmY
The ministries behind Amplify include HOPE Together, Church of England, Scripture
Union, Message Trust, Youth For Christ, Pais Movement, Alpha, Luis Palau Association,
Redeemed Christian Church of God, Elim, Evangelical Alliance and a number of other partners.
Amplify’s aim is to help “raise up the next wave of evangelists.” explains Dan. The
programme is for young people who feel called to be an evangelist, or those who are
beginning to exercise the gift of an evangelist. Amplify offers an opportunity for one or
two of these young people from each church to join the four-part Amplify programme
for a year from January 2022.
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Editor: Canon Paul Hardingham considers Jesus’ encouragement to pray.
The Friend at Midnight
This month we are looking at the Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8). It is
found in a passage where Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray.
Pray Shamelessly:
The parable concerns a man coming to his friend at midnight and asking ‘Friend, lend
me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set
before him’ (5-6). Despite the hour, the rules of hospitality would mean this was not an
unreasonable request.
But the friend refuses to help because everyone in his house is asleep. Jesus adds,
‘though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of
the man’s boldness he will rise and give him whatever he needs’. Jesus uses this parable
to encourage us to come in shameless boldness to our heavenly Father with our
needs. In contrast to the parable, God is not slow in responding to us. It’s not God who
is reluctant to answer, but we to ask. Do we pray with shameless boldness?
Pray Persistently:
Such confidence is the basis for persistent prayer: ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.’ All three verbs indicate a continual habit: ‘Keep on asking…seeking…knocking’. We will not be content simply to ask once
and then move on. Jesus tells us to bring our prayers to God persistently. Do we give
up too easily in prayer?
Pray Expectantly:
‘For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks
it will be opened.’ Do we pray expectantly, believing that God delights in answering
your prayers? Why not begin this adventure of prayer today!

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Sorry, Lord, I just couldn’t make it
The bells ring out on Sunday morn,
O did you hear their call?
They call the faithful ones to prayer
To Church they summon all.
But Lord, I cannot come today,
I live a busy life,
Still, when there’s something special on
I’ll try and send the wife.
It poured with rain last Sunday
An inch or two, I bet.
You surely can’t expect me then –
I’d get my new suit wet.
Today the sky is blue and clear,
but the car’s as black as ink.
And if I do not clean it soon,
What will the neighbours think?
You know I do my bit, dear Lord
I have a golden rule,
I sometimes send my kids along
To be at Sunday school.
But I really couldn’t come as well,
There’s grass to mow, and beds to weed
Shelves to fix, a dog to walk, and
Sunday newspapers to read.
And now this day has ended, Lord
How fast the weekends go!
I ask for faith and strength this week
For I feel (spiritually) quite low.
Inflame, O Lord, my feeble faith
My lamp burns rather dim,
For God depends on me, of course,
And I depend on Him.
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PARISH DIARY FOR OCTOBER
Fri 1st 7.30 p.m. Old Barn Orchestra in Church
Sun 3rd 10.00a.m.Holy Communion in Church and on Zoom
10.00am Sunday Club in Butterfly Room
th

Mon 4

8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church
4.30 p.m. Evening Prayer in Church
7.00 p.m. Deanery Budget meeting

th

8.30a.m.Morning prayer

th

8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer

Tue 5

Thur7

10.00a.m.Holy Communion followed
11.00 a.m.Coffee Time
7.30 p.m. MLT in church
Fri 8th 7.30 p.m. Old Barn Orchestra in Church
Sat9th

7.00 p.m. Quiz evening in hall
th

Sun 10 9.30 a.m. Youth Group meet in hall
10.00 a.m. Service of The Word
12.00noonBaptism
11th 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer in Church

Mon

4,30 p.m. Evening prayer in Church
7.00 p.m. Ignite Evening
th

Tue 12 8.30a.m.Morning Prayer in Church
Thur14th 8.30a.m.Morning Prayer in Church
10.00 a.m.Service of The Word led by Rev Andrew
11.00a.m.Coffee Time
th

Fri 15 7.30 p.m. Old Barn Orchestra in Church
Sat 16th 9.30a.m.Men’s breakfast in church
Sun17th 10.00a.m.Holy Communion ~ Healing and Wholeness
10.00a.m.Sunday Club in Butterfly Room
Mon 18th 8.30 a.m. Morning prayer in Church
4.30 p.m. Evening prayer in Church
7.00 p.m. Ignite Evening

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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PARISH DIARY FOR OCTOBER
Tue 19th 8.30 a.m. Morning prayer in Church
7.30 p.m. Bible study on Zoom
Thur21st 8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
11.00 a.m. Coffee Time
Fri 22nd

7.30 p.m. Old Barn Orchestra in Church

Sun 24th 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
12.00 noon.Baptism
Mon 25th

8.30 a.m. Morning Prayer

4.30 p.m. Evening Prayer
7.00 p.m. Ignite Evening
th

Tue 26

8.30a.m.Morning Prayer

7.30 p.m. Bible study on zoom
Thur 28th 8.30a.m.Moring Prayer
10.00a.m.Holy Communion
11.00a.m.Coffee Time
1.00 p.m. Grab & Go Meals
7.30 p.m. PCC Meet in Church
Sun 31st10.00a.m.All Age Worship.
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT
ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES
FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB
CALL DAVID ON:

01622 728494
07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk
FREE QUOTATIONS

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience

Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Editor: David Pickup, a solicitor, is a keen supporter of church magazines. Here’s why!
Good reasons to have a church magazine
After a year of lockdown, should we still bother with church magazines now that
church life is picking up again? Yes!
It is read by lots of people. If each issue is read on average by two people, then more
people see it than ever go to church. So, it is a very good way of putting Christian values and ideas into people’s hands, whether they come to church or not.
It is a service to the community. Communities need local networks to thrive. Magazines
are a great way of binding the people who live in one place together. Just delivering the
church magazine is a way to get to know the area and the people.
It helps build bridges with other Christian churches in the area. We can share some details of their meetings and events.
It can make money. Well, enough to cover the costs of production! Let’s aim for a revenue balanced on paid subscriptions and advertising.
It is seen by those outside the church family. Think of the people just moving into our
area, or those who live here already and want to get married or to baptise their child.
Our magazine can help them see the sort of community we are, and that we would welcome them to join us.
It is read by people who do not go to church, but who know someone who does. This is a
major way of how groups, including churches, grow. Not many people walk into a
church off their own bat. Most people are invited, or already have a connection.
It supports local businesses. Local businesses who advertise locally, can thrive.
It helps people develop skills. The editorial team will learn about design, marketing,
GDPR, editing, copyright, writing, selling, artwork - and apologising.
It can help inform our community about itself – especially if we include a local history
or local natural history section!
SO, don’t believe it if someone tells you that print is dead. It is not. Many people still
prefer to read something they can hold in their hands. The future is not EITHER print
OR digital, but BOTH AND. People will flick through a magazine that arrives through
the door, even though they may never dream of visiting their local church’s website.
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Like a pumpkin
A lady had recently become a Christian and been baptised. Curious, one of her colleagues at work asked her what it was like to be a Christian.
The lady was caught off guard and didn't know how to answer. Then she saw the office
‘jack-o'-lantern’ on a nearby desk and blurted: "Well, it's like being a pumpkin."
Her colleague asked her to explain that one. So she said: “Well, God picks you up out of
the patch and brings you in and washes off all the dirt on the outside that you got from
being around all the other pumpkins.
“Then He cuts off the top and takes all the yucky stuff out from inside you. He removes
all those seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you a new smiling face and
puts His light inside of you to shine for all to see.
“It is our choice to either stay outside and rot on the vine, or come inside and be something new and bright.”
Are you something new and bright? Will you be smiling today, and shining with His
light?

18 St Luke the Evangelist – linking the sacred and the profane
To St Luke, a Gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke, and the Book
of Acts. He was a Greek physician, a disciple of St Paul, a companion on some of
his missionary journeys, and an inspired writer.
Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel contains some of
the most moving parables, such as the Good Samaritan and Prodigal Son. This,
with his emphasis on poverty, prayer and purity of heart, make up much of his appeal to the Gentles, for whom he wrote.
Women figure more prominently in Luke’s gospel than any other: look out for the
extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and the woman
who was a sinner.
In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane history, as subsequent archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is how the early Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to
Rome.
Luke is the patron saint of doctors, surgeons and artists (due to his picturesque
style of writing). His symbol is an ox, sometimes explained by reference to the sacrifice in the Temple at the beginning of his Gospel. In England 28 ancient churches
were dedicated to him.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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A Warm Welcome
Every Tuesday
3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm
at St Martin’s Church Hall,
Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&
Every Wednesday
9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre,
Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

Call Sue on 07724 185071

How to shorten – or extend – your life
Every time you eat a hot dog, you have shortened your life by 36 minutes. But if you eat
a portion of nuts, or even better a peanut butter and jam sandwich, you will have added 30 minutes to your life.
These are just some of the findings in a recent study at the University of Michigan. It
created a Health Nutritional Index on almost 6,000 foods, which calculated the health
burden of one gram of food, and then scaled it up to a standard serving size.
Thus, processed meat, trans fatty acids and sodium in the hot dog take their toll, while
the high nut content in the sandwich is very nutritious.
As one professor explained: “Small targeted substitutions offer a feasible strategy to
achieve significant health benefits.”
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St James the Least of All

Editor: The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle
Eustace’…
When the film makers come to church
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
It has all been excitement and activity here this last week, with a period drama being
filmed using our church. It was remarkable how many people felt the need to drop in
to church to collect magazines, check the reading rota or arrange flowers, just happening to stumble over the film stars en route. If only they were filming every week,
then our brasses would be permanently gleaming, woodwork smothered in beeswax
and the notice board kept in a state of perpetual tidiness.
Our Ladies Guild was thrilled to be asked to take part in a crowd scene. I saw little
point in the wardrobe department taking hours fitting them out with Victorian
dresses, as the result was little different from normal. The only awkward moment
came after filming, when Mrs Simms was told she could now remove her bustle. She
told the girl she already had.
The producer thanked me for taking the trouble of going round church before they
arrived, removing all those modern conveniences that would not have been there in
the nineteenth century. I hadn’t the heart to tell him that nothing was any different
from normal.
Lord Marchmount was thoroughly miffed that they were not also using his castle for
filming, even though the producer explained with exemplary patience that they
needed a nineteenth century setting, not one which looked as if the cast had just returned from the Crusades. His revenge, getting the farm staff to spread slurry in all
the surrounding fields throughout filming, has apparently meant that film stars now
have a clause in their contracts protecting them from rural life. The issue of whether
the outbreak of salmonella poisoning in the cast had anything to do with the catering
caravan being liberally coated is to be settled in the courts.
When all was finished, I thought it only right to invite the film crew and actors to the
vicarage for sherry. When the producer left, I was delighted to be told he had just discovered the perfect home for filming his next project – which is about Elizabethan
poverty.
Your loving uncle,

Eustace

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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When you are out and about on the road far from home, ever feel tempted to pop
in and explore an unfamiliar church? If so, think of Donatus as your patron saint –
and beware. You don’t know what you may be letting yourself in for....
In 829 Donatus, an Irish monk, had completed a prayerful pilgrimage to Rome, and
thought his adventures were over. Now there only remained the long road home to
Ireland. He had got as far as the beautiful little town of Fiesole, which sits high
above Florence in Tuscany, when he saw a lot of people milling about the cathedral. Curious, he decided to look in.... as he entered the cathedral, the bells rang,
the lamps were lit and wham! Without any diocesan paperwork at all, he was acclaimed to be the new bishop the people had been praying for.

Donatus was very surprised, but accepted that this turn of events must be God’s
will for his life. So he became bishop, in a time when bishops did even more dangerous things than they do nowadays. Instead of verbal forays into the national
press, Donatus was given the job of leading Pope Louis the Pious’ troops against
the Saracens.
Safely back in Fiesole, Donatus settled down as a scholar and teacher of his new
flock. But he never forgot his native Ireland, and so did the 9th century equivalent
of ‘twinning’ his diocese, for he opened a little hospice where any Irish pilgrims
passing through Tuscany could stay in safety. He died in 876, and 12 centuries later, his relics lie in the present cathedral of Fiesole.

Pest Purge Ltd
For all your
pest problems
Rats, Mice, Squirrels, Bedbugs, Fleas, Wasps,
Rabbits, Foxes, Birds, Cockroaches and Moles

17

Focus Magazine

October 18
18

Editor: by Tim Lenton

Zebra crossings – saving lives for 70 years
Seventy years ago, on 31st October 1951, zebra crossings were introduced officially in
the UK. The first one was in Slough, Berkshire.
The crossings had been trialled over two years at 1000 experimental sites, but in 1951
the black and white striped pedestrian crossings were approved, with their flashing
Belisha beacons, and all drivers were required by law to stop as soon as a pedestrian
set foot on them.
The crossings were the brainchild of Yorkshireman and traffic engineer George ‘Dr
Zebra’ Charlesworth, a physicist who had worked on the Barnes Wallis-designed
bouncing bomb during the war. His zebra crossings were certainly responsible for saving many lives.
The Belisha beacons, an integral part of the crossing but used since 1934, were introduced by Leslie Hore-Belisha, who served as Minister of Transport at the time.
Zebra crossings were adopted throughout the world, from continental Europe to North
America, Singapore and Australia. They have now been superseded to some extent in
the UK by pelican crossings, which are controlled by lights. These were introduced in
1969. While zebras were named because of their appearance, a pelican crossing
(originally pelicon) is so named as a contraction of the phrase ‘pedestrian light controlled’.
Editor: Tim Lenton looks back to King Henry VIII
Defender of the Faith
It was 500 years ago, on 11th October 1521, that Pope Leo X granted the title ‘Defender
of the Faith’ to King Henry VIII of England and Ireland. It recognised the King’s defence
of the sacrament of marriage, the supremacy of the Pope, and his opposition to the
Protestant Reformation and the ideas of Martin Luther. The title has been inherited by
all British monarchs since then.

Ironically, it was only 17 years later that Henry was excommunicated by another Pope,
Paul III, because of his divorce from Catherine of Aragon. Even more ironically, this
came after Henry had his next queen, Anne Boleyn, executed. His infatuation with
Anne had been the reason he decided excommunication was a price worth paying, in
the hope that she would provide him with an heir.
Anne was a keen supporter of Martin Luther, and her influence – and the excommunication – led to the independence of Britain from the Roman Catholic Church, and
therefore to the Reformation.
Anne was the mother of Queen Elizabeth I, the strongly Protestant and long-lived sovereign who was in fact the successor that Henry VIII had longed for. It just never occurred to him that it could be a woman.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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AIRPORT AND EVENT TRANSFERS
Based in Maidstone
we provide private hire transfers to and from
all major Airports, Seaports & Eurostar terminals.
We have a tried and tested system
with over 8 years experience.
Punctual, approachable, and clean modern
cars, you can have confidence in our
service.
AIRPORT SERVICE
FLIGHT MONITORED
MEET & GREET SERVICE
CHILD SEATS AVAILABLE
E-MAIL CONFIRMATION
TRAFFIC MONITORING
PRICE LIST
Maidstone
GATWICK from £45
HEATHROW from £65
STANSTED from £65
LONDON CITY from £45

Bookings by e-mail or text welcome
All quotations given by e-mail or text.
Phone: 07578 457452
E-mail: countrycarsmaidstone@gmail.com
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Across
1 ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4)
3 They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8)
9 ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4)
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5)
11 Where American livestock can be reared (5)
12 Listen (anag.) (6)
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5)
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6)
19 Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5)
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5)
23 Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3)
24 Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8)
25 Note (anag.) (4)

Down
1 Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8)
2 ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free’ (Psalm
119:32) (3,2)
4 ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4)
5 ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5)

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

21
21

6 The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7)
7 Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1)
8 He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6)
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8)
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2)
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation
21:18) (6)
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord
Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5)
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5)
21 Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1)

ANSWERS on page 25
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MAIL
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Book Review

Extreme Crafts for Messy Churches: 80 activity ideas for the adventurous
By Barry Brand and Pete Maidment, BRF, £9.99
Here is a fully revised and expanded new edition, offering 80 activities for Messy
Church sessions. Crafted to appeal to boys as well as girls, the book includes sec
tions on Big Stuff, Construction, Science, Arty and Edible Crafts. If you like doing
Messy Church, this book will inspire you.
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Theresa of Lisieux - making the most of life

Theresa of Lisieux (1873-97) should be the patron saint of teenage girls and young
women who want to make the most of their lives, despite being constrained by family and school or work.
Theresa grew up in a strict, devout Roman Catholic middle-class family in France,
one of four sisters. Her father was a watch-maker. Like her sisters, she entered a
Carmelite convent at 15, and stayed there. She was never able to go anywhere, do
anything extraordinary, or hold any responsibility. She died at the age of 24 of tuberculosis. Yet this quiet young Carmelite nun became so nationally popular that
she was declared patroness of France 50 years after her death. Not bad for someone who didn’t get out much!

So how did Theresa do it? By not intending to do it at all. Theresa never set out to
become famous: instead, she quietly determined in her spirit to seek God, and, having found Him, to honour Him in her life, to live as closely as she could to the teaching in the gospels.
The result was a life so spiritually radiant that her convent asked her to write a short
spiritual autobiography of her pilgrimage. Theresa obliged with ‘L’Histoire d’une
Ame’, which soon became so popular that it was translated into most European languages and several Asiatic ones. Theresa also prayed for people who were ill, and
there are many reports of miraculous healings that took place in answer.
After Theresa died in 1897, her book just went on selling. People found the artless
sweet simplicity of her observations on her pilgrimage as a Christian compelling.
Theresa reminded people of what Christianity was really all about: simple but utter
devotion to Christ, not endless outward observance of religion. Theresa helped
many in the Roman Catholic Church in France to remember the first principles of
their faith.
1 Remigius - praying for ill children
If you’ve ever prayed for the ill children of non-Christian friends, then you are following in the steps of Remigius (d.533).
Remigius was bishop of Reims late in the 5th century, and the king’s son was ill.
The queen, Clotild, was a Christian, but the king of the Franks, Clovis I, was not.
Then Remigius prayed for their ailing son, and he was healed. The king was so
overwhelmed with gratitude that he decided to acknowledge and honour the Christian God.
In his enthusiasm King Clovis seems to have turned his royal household into something akin to the aftermath of a Billy Graham rally/Alpha course, for he commanded
that all 3,000 members of the royal household and followers become Christians at
once, and be baptised.
Under the protection of King Clovis, Remigius carried on preaching the Gospel
throughout the Frankish kingdom. He did some extensive church-planting - founding bishoprics and churches - and was greatly loved by the people up to his death
in Reims in 533.
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2 Guardian Angels – keeping an eye on us
The teaching of Jesus encourages us to believe in guardian angels. He once said,
‘See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their
angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.’ (Matthew 18:10)
The existence of angels was suggested in various Old Testament texts, Jesus mentioned them explicitly, and the early Christians accepted their existence and work
(Acts 12:15).
In England, devotion to the angels, both in Anglo-Saxon times and later, was
strong. In modern times, the great American evangelist Billy Graham has written
an entire book on the existence and work of angels.
Alcuin described them as intercessors (in the 11th century Leofric Missal); Herbert
of Losinga, bishop of Norwich (d 1119) specially praised them, and his contemporary, Reginald of Canterbury, wrote prayers in their honour.
Honorius Augustodunenis (d 1151) clarified the existing belief of the time by asserting that each human soul, when infused into the body, is entrusted to the particular
care of a single angel, who protects both body and soul and offers prayers to God.
For many centuries Christendom was satisfied with the feast of St Michael (and all
Angels), but the special feast of the Guardian Angels was introduced in Austria,
Spain and Portugal in the 15th – 16th centuries. Guardian Angels were then seen
as guardians of particular towns or regions, or of each individual. Pope Clement X
made the feast day universal in 1607, fixing its date to 2nd October.

3

Hewalds the Black and White – martyred because they were different

With Islamic State’s current savage persecution of Iraqi Christians in mind, here are
two saints for this autumn: Hewald the Black and Hewald the White (d.c. 695).
These 7th century Anglo-Saxon priests were living peacefully in Frisia among the
Old Saxons, worshipping the Christian God by daily Mass on a portable altar, and
reverently devoting themselves to the Divine Office.
Over time, the Old Saxons came to resent these two priests who did not serve their
gods. Then the Old Saxons began to fear that Hewald the Black and Hewald the
White might even manage to convert some of their people to Christianity. That was
unthinkable, and so they took brutal action: they killed them both and threw their
bodies into the Rhine. Both bodies were recovered and then later enshrined in the
church of St Cunibert in Cologne, where they still remain. It seems that wherever
Christianity shines out, there is always the danger of attack from those who give allegiance to a different god.
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4

St Francis of Assisi - love for the Creation

St Francis (1181 - 1226) is surely one of the most attractive and best-loved of all
the saints. But he began by being anything but a saint. Born the son of a wealthy
cloth-merchant of Assisi, Francis’ youth was spent in fast-living, parties and on fast
horses as a leader of the young society of the town. Then he went to the war between Assisi and Perugia, and was taken prisoner for a year.
By the time of his release, Francis had changed. Perhaps his own suffering had
awakened him to that of others. In any case, he abandoned warfare and carousing, and began to help the poor and the lepers of his area. Then one day a voice
which seemed to come from the crucifix in the small, semi-derelict church of Damiano Assisi ‘Go and repair my house, which you see is falling down’.
This religious experience was a vital turning point in Francis’ life: Jesus Christ became very real and immediate to him. His first action was to begin repairing the
church, having sold some of his father’s cloth to pay for materials. His father was
not amused, in fact he was furious - until Francis renounced his inheritance and
even his clothes by his dramatic stripping off in the public square of the town. The
Bishop of Assisi provided him with simple garments, and Francis began his new
life.
His inspiration was always religious, not social, and the object of his quest was always the Crucified Christ, not Lady Poverty for her own sake. Francis rebuilt San
Samiano, and then travelled as a pilgrim. His compassion for the poor and lepers
became famous. Soon disciples joined him, and they set up a communal life in simple wattle and daub huts. They went on occasional preaching tours. (Not until later
did they become an Order whose theologians won fame in the Universities.)
In 1219 Francis visited the Holy Land, and his illusions about the Crusaders were
shattered. He went on to seek out the Sultan, and tried to convert him. Back
home, he found his Order was now 5,000 strong, and growing. Francis stepped
down as head, but continued to preach and was immensely popular. He died after
a prolonged illness at the age of 45, and was canonised in 1228.
Francis’ close rapport with the animal creation was well known. The story of his
preaching to the birds has always been a favourite scene from his life. He also
tamed the wolf of Gubbio. This affinity emphasises his consideration for, and sense
of identity with, all elements of the physical universe, as seen in his Canticle of the
Sun. This makes him an apt patron of nature conservation.
The 20th century witnessed a widespread revival of interest in Francis. Sadly,
some films and books caricatured him as only a sentimental nature-lover or a hippie drop out from society. This ignores the real sternness of his character, and his
all-pervasive love of God and identification with Christ’s sufferings, which alone
make sense of his life. Two ancient, , and many modern English churches are dedicated to him
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Dracula isn’t here!
A church in North Yorkshire has been trying to convince eager tourists that the vampire’s grave is NOT in their churchyard.
Recently the church leaders at the Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whitby, even put up a
poster in the entrance door which reads: "Please do not ask staff where Dracula's grave
is as there isn't one. Thank you."
Whitby inspired Bram Stoker to write his novel, Dracula, in 1897. And it seems that
Stoker first came across the name ‘Dracula’ in Whitby’s library. It was another name
for the blood-thirsty Romanian ruler, ‘Vlad the Impaler’.
St Mary the Virgin stands beside Whitby Abbey, and has a churchyard. This prompts
many tourists to ask for the exact location of Dracula’s grave, even though of course
Dracula never existed.
The grave that can be found, however, is that of a man named Swales, who is also mentioned in the book.
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God in the Sciences

This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made
Every person was once a sperm and an egg. Those two unique germ cells fused together, and in nine months they turned into a living, breathing, human being. One of
the most important stages of this process is when each section of the body, from head
to rump, takes on its identity.
In this context, identity means what shape it takes, and which limbs or internal organs grow there: legs or arms, lungs or pancreas, and so on. The source of that physical identity is DNA: the networks of genes that are switched on or off in each segment
of the body, making all the proteins that are needed to grow and develop in the right
way. The master-genes that control the whole process are called homeobox, or Hox
genes for short.
The most beautiful thing about the process of body patterning is the way it brings the
dimensions of time and space together in such a tidy way. The Hox genes are organised into several clusters on the chromosomes, in the order in which they are needed
during development and the order in which they appear on the body.
As the embryo develops, the cells near the head end activate the first genes in the
Hox clusters. The cells just below the head then switch on the second genes in the
cluster, and so on. A wave of gene activation passes down the embryo, specifying
each section of the trunk in turn.
Once a Hox gene is switched on it can stay switched on in the next few sections of
cells, and it is the overlapping activity of the genes which gives each section of the
body its proper identity.
The Wisconsin-based developmental biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes Psalm 139 to
express the wonder of embryonic development. “For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb…your works are wonderful, I know that full
well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I
was woven together in the depths of the earth.” The story of the tidy Hox genes is very
relevant to these verses, bringing out the hidden beauty in the process.
The more biologists get to find out about how we came to be born, the more we can
say, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made”!
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God in the Arts

Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a wood engraving of The Feast of Tabernacles, one of several ‘Illustrations of Jewish Customs’ by
Simeon Solomon.
You can see a copy of the illustration at https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/
ssolomon/24.html

Scanned by Simon Cooke, https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/
ssolomon/24.html

'Spread over us the tabernacle of your peace, O God'
For nine days at the end of September Jewish families will have gathered to celebrate
the festival of Tabernacles. It is always a happy season as adults and children alike join
for their Harvest feast. Many churches will be having their own Harvest Thanksgivings
at the beginning of this month. We know this was a custom revived by Parson Hawker
in the Victorian period, but its roots lie in that Jewish feast which Jesus Himself knew
and celebrated.
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Each family erects a tabernacle or tent in the garden or back yard. They will have
their meals and spend time there, relaxing with one another. The roof of each tabernacle might have branches of trees covering it, hung with fruits and fragrant flowers.
The children decorate the tent with drawings and pictures.
Because it is only a temporary building for that time of the year, and because the roof
is fragile, it is a reminder of the journeying of the Israelites in the wilderness when
their safety rested on the goodness of God. It was God who watched over the people
then. It is God who watches over them now and watches over the earth, so that it is
fruitful, providing food for their health and happiness.
This feast is the subject of this month's picture by Simeon Solomon. He was a Jewish
artist, born in London in 1840 into a family of artists. He made his own reputation
through meeting the Pre-Raphaelites and the poet, Swinburne. Solomon was a colourful character of that period, whose life sadly ended in poverty and alcoholism. But
this wood engraving was made early on in his life in 1866. It is part of a series illustrating Jewish customs, which Solomon provided for 'Leisure Hour.'

We see an elderly person on the left making his way into the tent, and at the other
side a mother leading her children. The walls outside are adorned with palm branches and inside the tent a feast of fruits and food await them. The young boy seems hesitant, wondering what he will find and clinging to the hand of his mother. But all is
well, for inside other members of the family are there to welcome them.
Solomon conveys the domesticity of this feast, and the young boy outside reminds us
that Jesus Himself would have celebrated this feast with Mary and Joseph. They
would also have gone up to Jerusalem to join the thousands of pilgrims there, as Jesus
was to do later in His adult ministry. Each pilgrim would carry a branch of myrtle,
palm and willow in one hand and a citrus fruit in the other, symbols of the fruits of
the promised land. The air would be full of hosannas and praises to God.
Like the Jewish families at the Feast of Tabernacles, we shall gather for our Harvest
Thanksgivings. Like them, we shall thank God for His faithful goodness in the past.
Like them, we shall look ahead to the coming of God's kingdom, where God who feeds
us now in food and drink will nourish us eternally. Like them, we shall proclaim, 'O
taste and see how gracious the Lord is: blessed is the one who trusts in Him.'
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