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A Letter from the Ministry Team
Dear Friends,
Rejoice, daughter of Zion! I am coming; I shall make my dwelling among you,
says the Lord. (Zechariah 2:10)
What a year it has been. I’m sure we will look back at 2020 and 2021 and tell our
grandchildren all sorts of stories about how this global pandemic changed our lives
forever. I am sure we will also talk about the thousands of migrants whose lives
were risked and even tragically lost as they attempted to cross the English Channel
in all sorts of weather to start a new life in the UK. In both ‘stories’ where does hope
lie? With the pandemic, clearly in the vaccines and with the migrants, in a country
where they know the language, have family ties and value the historic links with
their own country.
How about you and I? Where does hope lie for us in such a troubled and messy
world? That’s where Advent comes in and guides us through such a question.
The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” but
the “coming” is not just Christ’s first coming as a baby in the manger in Bethlehem,
but also his second coming into the world to make all things new. So, Advent is a
time of remembrance and anticipation. It keeps our hope alive – there is more to
come, there is more to life than meets the eye. One of my favourite Advent hymns
which captures this perfectly, is “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” I also like the
hope Dietrich Bonhoeffer provides to all people with these words:
"The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul,
who know themselves to be poor and imperfect,
and who look forward to something greater to come."
Regardless of what is happening in the world and in our lives, may we never lose
the hope offered to us in the person of Jesus Christ. When he entered our world so
many centuries ago, he opened our minds to new possibilities and radical perspectives and showed us and continues to show us by his Spirit, new ways of navigating
this world – kingdom ways.
Let us make the most of Advent this year. May we take time out to renew our soul
by reflecting deeply upon the coming of Jesus, the Light of the World – the Light
which illuminates our lives, transforms our journeys, and brings love and healing to
the nations. May we also remember to tell this Advent story of hope to our grandchil dren!
Please turn over
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"God of hope, I look to you with an open heart and yearning spirit.

During this Advent season, I will keep alert and awake, listening for your word
and keeping to your precepts. My hope is in you." ~ Matthew Kelly
I hope you and your loved ones have a happy Christmas and a joyous and blessed
New Year.
Joyce, Priest-in-Charge

PRAYERS
During the Advent and Christmas seasons we pray for those who feel they have no hope especially those who are suffering from loneliness, ill health or any kind of loss. May they be
touched by the hope that is to be found in Jesus.
We pray for all who are homeless and struggling to find shelter and food in these cold and
dark days. May they be comforted by the Christian community bringing the light and love
of Jesus to them in their struggles.
As more and more migrants risk their lives crossing the English Channel, may they encounter people who are as merciful, compassionate and generous as Jesus.
We pray for the community of St Martin's and their neighbours in Shepway, Mangravet and
Senacre. May everyone have a peaceful Christmas and a happy and safe New Year resting
in the warm embrace of Jesus.
Amen

Joyce

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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PCC Headlines from October meeting.

Finances:
Monthly Running costs: £2,250
Parish Share £3,500
Total Costs £5,750
Monthly income £4,200
Shortfall per month £1,550
Facebook:
St Martin’s has set up a new Facebook Page, in addition to our successful Facebook Group.
The new page (St Martins Maidstone) will enable us to use the 'Events' function
on Facebook
to advertise events to the wider community.
Youth Group:
St. Martins Youth has a new name Ignite Youth with many new families joining.
We meet in
the hall on 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month.
Verger:
Gill Bristow has been appointed as Verger to assist at funerals.
APCM 22nd March 2022 We will need 2 new Church Wardens. Please give this
prayerful
consideration.

Christmas Rush
That time again, my trolley’s full
Buying all the Christmas fare,
A turkey crown, a rib of beef,
Crisps and nibbles, lots to spare.
Christmas crackers and serviettes,
Paper for wrapping and cards to send,
Nuts and oranges, figs and dates
The list goes on, there seems no end.
In all this rush it’s good to pause
And think about that special Day,
When shepherds watched and angels sang
As a Baby lay in a bed of hay.
By Megan Carter
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PARISH DIARY FOR DEC / JAN
Thur

2nd

8.30

th

Sun

5

Mon

th

6

th

Tue

7

Wed

8

Holy Communion

11.00

a.m.

coffee

7.00

p.m.

Carol singalong practice

7.30

p.m.

MLT meet in church kitchen

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.

Sunday Club

5.00

p.m.

Maidstone Singers rehearsal

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

2.00

p.m.

Knitting Group

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite Evening

a.m.

p.m.

Maidstone Singers to set up and concert

7.30

p.m.

Bible Study on Zoom

5.00
Thur

9

8.30

th

Sun

12

Mon

th

a.m.

Advent lunch
p.m.

Maidstone Singers rehearsal and concert

Morning prayer

10.00

a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00

a.m.

Coffee

7.00

p.m.

Carol singalong practice

9.30

a.m.

10.00
13

Morning prayer

5.00
10.30 a.m.

th

Morning prayer
a.m.

8.30

th

a.m.

10.00

8.30

a.m.

Youth group in hall
a.m.

Service of The Word

Morning prayer

10.00 a.m.

Oaks School Christmas visit

1.0

p.m.

Parkway School Christmas visit

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.00

p.m.

Ignite & Community Carol Sing a long
And lighting of the Christmas Tree.

th

Tue

14

Thur

th

16

th

Sun

19

Mon

th

20

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

a.m.

Senacre School Christmas visit

7.30

p.m.

Bible study on Zoom

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

10.00

a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00

a.m.

Coffee

1.00

p.m.

Grab & Go Meals

7.00

p.m.

Carol Service Singing practice.

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion Healing & Wholeness

10.00 a.m.

Sunday Club in Butterfly Room

6.30 p.m.

Carol Service

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite Christmas Evening

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk

7
7

PARISH DIARY FOR DEC / JAN
Tue

Thur

Sun

Mon

14th

th

16

th

19

th

20

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

a.m.

Senacre School Christmas visit

7.30

p.m.

Bible study on Zoom

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

10.00

a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00

a.m.

Coffee

1.00

p.m.

Grab & Go Meals

7.00

p.m.

Carol Service Singing practice.

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion Healing & Wholeness

10.00 a.m.

Sunday Club in Butterfly Room

6.30 p.m.

Carol Service

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite Christmas Evening

Tue

21st

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

Thur

23rd

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

Fri
Sat
Sun

th

24

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00 a.m.

Coffee

5.00

Crib Service

p.m.

11.30 p.m.

Midnight Communion

th

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion for Christmas Day

th

10.00 a.m.

Said Communion Service.

25
26

QUIET WEEK FROM MONDAY 27TH DECEMBER 2021 UNTIL SATURDAY 1ST JANUARY 2022

NO EVENTS IN CHURCH

PARISH DIARY FOR JANUARY 2022
Sun
Mon

nd

2

rd

3

th

Tue
Thur

Fri
Sun

4
th

6

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

6.30

p.m.

Ignite evening

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

9.30

a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00 a.m.

Coffee

1.00

p.m.

Grab & Go Meal bags

7.30

p.m.

MLT

th

7,30

p.m.

Old Barn Orchestra rehearsal

th

9.30

a.m.

Youth Group meet in hall

7
9

10.00
Mon

th

10

8.30

a.m.

a.m.

Service of the Word

Morning prayer

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite evening
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Tue

11th 8.30
th

Thurs 13

Fri
Sun
Mon

Tue

8.30

th

14

21

Sat

nd

Mon

1.00

p.m.

Grab & Go meal bags

7.30

p.m.

Old Barn Orchestra rehearsal

10.00 a.m.

22

rd

23

th

24

Sunday Club in Butterfly Room

8.30

Morning prayer

a.m.

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite evening

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

a.m.

Morning prayer

10.00

a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00

a.m.

Coffee

7.30

p.m.

Thur

Fri

Old Barn Orchestra rehearsal

10.00 a.m.

Coffee Morning

1.00

p.m.

Maidstone Singers set up & Concert

9.30

a.m.

Youth group

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

8.30

Morning prayer

a.m.

4.30
Tue

Holy Communion with prayer for Healing and Wholeness

10.00 a.m.

8.30

Fri

Sun

Coffee

18

st

Morning prayer

11.00 a.m.

th

Thurs 20

a.m.

Holy Communion

16

th

Morning prayer

10.00 a.m.

th

17th

a.m.

p.m.

Evening prayer

6.30

p.m.

Ignite evening

th

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

th

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

25
27

28th
th

10.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

11.00 a.m.

Coffee

7.30

p.m.

PCC meet in church

7.30

p.m.

Old Barn Orchestra rehearsal

Sun

30

10.00 a.m.

All Age Worship

Mon

31st

8.30

a.m.

Morning prayer

4.30

p.m.

Evening prayer
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D.K. PLASTERING
ALL PLASTERING CARRIED OUT

A Warm Welcome

ALL AT REASONABLE PRICES

Every Tuesday

FOR A CLEAN AND TIDY JOB

3:30pm / 5.30pm / 7:30pm

CALL DAVID ON:

at St Martin’s Church Hall,

01622 728494

Northumberland Road, ME15 7LP
&
Every Wednesday

07974 891795
dk.plastering@hotmail.co.uk

9.30am / 11.30am / 7:30pm
at Cornwallis Suite, Masonic Centre, Courtney Road, ME15 6LF

FREE QUOTATIONS

Call Sue on 07724 185071

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Paul J. Rowland
Funeral Directors Ltd.
Allington
01622 757177
15 Mid Kent Shopping Centre
Castle Road, Allington
Maidstone, Kent ME16 OPU

Penenden Heath

01622 662661
4Hilary Road
Penenden Heath, Maidstone
Kent ME14 2JP

24 Hours A Day-365 Days a Year
SERVING THE COMMUNITY OF ALLINGTON
MAIDSTONE AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
We offer a full range of services and facilities,
home arrangements at your convenience

Rob Large
Plumbing and Heating
All aspects of plumbing
undertaken
No job too small
Over ten years experience

Phone for free estimate
Tel: 01622 204824
Mobile: 07738 086785
roblargeplumbing
@hotmail.com

Free car parking
Company Director. Paul J. Rowland
AN INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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SNOW
One night the stars no longer shine
and the word is passed down nature’s line
all life stands still in expectancy
for something is coming, wait and see.
The sudden cry of a lonely plover
one white flake and then another

and now they all in increasing size
and life looks on in mild surprise
Then a breeze that makes them swirl
and it causes the squirrel’s tail to curl
A flake of snow like a six pointed star
on an ice cold wind, it can travel far

Now they dance and jig in silent mirth
and a thick white blanket covers mother
earth.
A changing landscape is unfurled
And before us we see another world.
A stronger wind, they fall and lift
against the hedgerows they quickly drift

Now they rush over fields and wood,
everything is covered under its thick white
hood.
For wildlife and in cities too
find protection that’s what to do!
But when it’s finished this white mush
will quickly melt to water and to slush
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For December St Martin’s Magazine
Ignite update: November/December 2021
Oh my goodness! Where does a year go already!? Although my role has come to an end as the
official Ignite enabler, I’m still around helping and volunteering for the team in bringing together
our community work for Ignite and St Martin’s as we await the new enabler to join us. Watch this
space!
We enjoyed a recent community social film event watching ‘Jungle Cruise’ where we saw many
regulars bring friends and family along to enjoy some time with us with chilli hot dogs and popcorn.
We have a great Christmas celebration to look forward to ahead - it would be wonderful to see
you at jointly with the church on Monday 13th December 2021 for the singalong and Christmas
lights switch on and then also on Monday 20th December as our annual Ignite Christmas celebration. Do come, bring friends and family or mention to neighbours. As ever, all is free and all
are welcome. We’re grateful for booking with a member of the team for catering purposes, but all
are welcome to turn up on the day even if not reserved.
In the meantime as all the changes take place coming at this ever busy time of year, Chris and I
take the opportunity as a family, and Ignite as a team in my final official update with you in post
to thankyou for our time with Ignite formally at St Martin’s where we’ve seen so many wonderful
things happen and been inspired muchly, and wish you all a very Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year.
Hope to see you all at the next event with many from the Shepway community and beyond!
Melanie Banister

Ignite Enabler and Volunteer

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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Christmas Services at St. Martin’s 2021
Monday 13th December 6.00p.m.
Community Carols & Lighting of
outside Church

Christmas Tree

Sunday 19th December 6.30p.m.
Carol Service
Friday 24th December 5.00 p.m.
Crib Service

Friday 24th December 11.30 p.m.
Midnight Communion
Saturday 25th December 10.00 a.m.
Christmas Day
Sunday 26th December 10.00 a.m.
Said Communion Service

Focus Magazine

Dec / Jan 14
14

28th. February 2021
Dear Rev. Addison,
It was with great pleasure that I heard that the morning service on television was to
be broadcast from St. Martin's Church, Maidstone on Sunday morning and that it was
celebrating sixty years since its consecration.
I was the organist and choirmaster for that wonderful day when the whole of the
Shepway Estate turned out to welcome the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher
who was also our diocesan bishop. Because of the commitments in his personal diary the
consecration had to be held on a midweek evening.
I saw the advert for the post in the local paper. I lived in a house on the opposite
side of the town and as I did not have a car it meant I would have to catch two buses. I rang
the then vicar, Rev. lan Capper and we arranged a meeting. We got on well and I was
appointed. In those days it was usual to have an all-male choir. He told me that I would
have to start from scratch as one did not exist and that services were held in the church hall
until the new church was built. Later in the week, he phoned and my wife took the call.
When I came home from the school where I taught, she said, Mr Capper phoned to say that
he's managed to find a few men and nineteen (19) boys who would come for an audition on
the following Friday at 4.30pm. I thought he must have worked very hard-to get so many
in such a short time.
I persuaded a musical friend to come along and help me. When we arrived at the
church hall we were amazed to find the place swarming with boys of all shapes and sizes.
We finished the audition at 8pm. and saw 119 youngsters all very keen. There was nothing
else for them to do on the estate of a weekend or in fact any time of day. It was a gruelling
task sorting them out. We did so by having three categories. (1) nine and over and below
nine (2) those who could read words (the words of psalms have troubled much older
people) and (3) those who could pitch notes played on the piano. Some had
obviously
come along to lark about, so they were sent away. In the end we were left with twelve overtens and nine under-tens. I made it clear that I wanted a commitment from them all. I was
lucky to find among the twelve three lads who were already in the school choir at Maidstone
Grammar School. We agreed that the under 10s would come on Fridays at 5pm and that
the older boys should come to two practices, one on Tuesdays at 6pm and Fridays at 7pm.
The men were not so promising.
Two lads of about 16, two men who were baritones in range and Peter who could sing alto.
He was the only one who could read music. We began by singing in unison and over the
next year I managed to teach the rest of the men to sing a bass line. Later a Welshman
joined us to say that he had sung the tenor line in a Welsh Male voice choir in Aberavon.
But he had no idea of how to read music. He proved to be worth his weight in gold as he
was willing to fetch me for practices and services in his rather luxurious car.
The great day came at last. We had learned a simple anthem to sing as well as how to fit
psalm words to chants and quite a few well-known hymns. We had not only practised the
music well but how to process and how to sit and stand without making a noise. The
churchwardens had enlightened me of the movements. 'All you have to do is to process
while singing Psalm 122 and go straight up to the choir stalls'. This sounded simple enough
but it did not take in to account Dr. Geoffrey Fisher. He had a
reputation for being a bit of a tartar. We processed accordingly and I was pleased with the
new choir's singing. We followed the archbishop to the chancel steps when he suddenly
stopped, verv suddenly. I was leading the procession behind him and only just managed not
to collide. However, I stuck to my guns and decided to pass him to go the choirstalls as I
had been directed. Out of the corner of his mouth, the archbishop hissed, 'And where the
hell do you think you're going, young man?' 'Up to the choir stalls,

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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your grace.' 'Over my dead body!' He turned and gave me an icy stare which must have
pierced many a small boy when he was Headmaster of Repton College.
Outside the church when the service was over, I was amazed to see the vast mass of
people who had gathered. They were the unlucky ones who had not been allocated a ticket.
Camera lights were flashing, balloons were sailing high into the air together with coloured
streamers and even confetti
Inside the choir vestry. I thanked the choir for their leading of the congregation when the
door was flung open and the archbishop bellowed, 'So, this is the monkey house, is it. Well,
you all did an excellent job. Not all my churches in this diocese can boast a choir like yours.'
After the celebration with tea and cakes made by the ladies of Shepway we all felt
suddenly rather sad for we knew that the Rev. lan Capper would soon be leaving us. He
had made so many friends on the Estate even among non-churchgoers. He was followed
by a very learned priest John de Sausmarez who later became Dean of Canterbury
Cathedral.
I have served five churches as organist and choirmaster since those heady days but St.
Martin's holds a special place in my heart. I am now 90 and since the TV service I have
been moved to find a few photographs and newspaper cuttings that may be of interest from
one who was there. I am sure that no one remembers me now but I hope God's blessings
will be heaped on
the church and the people of Shepway for ever more. Amen.
Yours sincerely.
John Lea. MA, B.MUS, LTCL

DORTMUND 1997
I’m leaving a report on our visit in May to others, but I want to emphasise how
important I think this partnership with our German friends is. Friendship across
national borders and denominations is of vital importance to the church and to the
world. It’s good to know that the link between St, Martin’s and Paul Gerhardt Church
has been in existence for 18 years, that strong bonds of friendships have developed
and that new ones are continually being formed.
Pastor Volker Monkemuller has suggested that we try to have a special celebration
in 1999 when the link will be 20 years old. We also hope to contribute to each other's
magazines so that news of each other's churches can be more easily spread in
between visits.
We all came back very enthusiastic about Dortmund's visit to us next year, and we
will soon have to start some consideration of this. There will be some fund raising,
but I hope that those who enjoyed the generous hospitality during our visit in May will
start us off by giving between £1 and £5 a month towards the hospitality costs next
year.
We also have such a lot to be thankful for. Soon we will have a PA system installed in the
church, all of which is a gift from Paul Gerhardt Church. This will mean that those who
are hard of hearing and who use hearing aids will soon be able to switch into a loop
system, readers and intercessors will be able to use microphones, and children will
soon be able to take their part in leading prayers or reading sometimes
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St Martin’s Church 1960 Memories from Dorothy Hope.

I was on the Parish Council as a young woman when the current church was built. I
had lived in the Parish from the age of 2.
The parishioners had already worshipped in two buildings on Mangravet and on what
is now our Church Hall. Throughout this time they had been encouraged to look towards the
building of a permanent church and to fund raise for this purpose. After three years worshipping in the present hall, the PCC were told the Diocese were to receive £39,000 from
the War Damage Commission, which was being wound up. The money was to compensate
for the destruction of Christ Church Folkestone during the war. The Diocese would use the
money towards building a permanent Church on the then new Shepway Estate. We would
be responsible for furnishings. Building got underway in May 1959.
We looked at plans and were asked to agree to some complex financial arrangements,
which I, as one of the youngest members found confusing. But we moved forward in faith,
raising our fundraising aim and trusting in the fact that this was needed for the area. We had
to deal with the many problems that arose as the older members of the church found that
their church was being moved away from Mangravet and that the funds they had raised
were to be used for this building. They were aggrieved that no concern had been shown to
thwm and some older families still feel so to this day.
We were kept informed of the state of the building progress at each PCC meeting. After a confirmation service in the Spring, the Archbishop, Dr. Fisher went across to the building site to check on progress and invited PCC members to accompany him. I and 3 others
went with the Church Wardens. The building was up to the middle of the window arches.
We were looking at where the altar would be when someone commented, ‘ What a pity we
wn’t be having any stained glass in those windows to be a focal point.’ The Archbishop
stroked his beard and said, ‘Leave it with me. I think there is a fund lodged in Canterbury to
provide stained glass in new churches. I will see what I can do for you.’
Over the previous years, the children of the Parish had been encouraged to bring a few extra
pennies to Church each Sunday to help to pay for the font. They responded wonderfully and
as a result they paid for the font and its surround. True to his word, the Archbishop not only
obtained 3 stained glass windows behind the altar, but a further 3 for the Baptistry.
One of the most heated arguments was over the use of the money from a legacy,
which had been left to be used for something/s we could not otherwise afford and must be
beautiful. It was finally agreed to use it in the Chapel as the lady loved to sit quietly there.
We bought the silver cross and candlesticks and the oak screen between the choir stalls and
the chapel.
1960: At long last the years and years of hearing about, hoping for, and planning for a
permanent church building for the Parish of St Martin was coming to fruition. My memories are of a year of great activity: cleaners moving in as the workmen finished; gardeners
clearing rubble from the site; men moving furniture; everyone doing their bit. The children
took great pride in cleaning the floor of the Baptistry.

Website: www.stmartinsmaidstone.org.uk
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The service of Consecration on 19th October 1960 was a great occasion with the best
of the ceremonial that the Church of England has to offer. An occasion for celebration as the
Archbishop so rightly said: ‘Congratulations to a Parish and its staff who had persevered
and seen their wish come to fruition.’

Visit to Dortmund in 1997
Early on Wednesday morning, 28 adults and 9 young people set out for Dover
on our way to Paul Gerhardt Church, Dortmund. When we got there we had tea
and cakes in the Church Hall before our hosts took us to their homes. That
evening at 8.30pm Borussia Dortmund, the local football team, were playing in
the European Cup Final against Juventus from Italy, Everybody in the town
supports Dortmund and the excitement was intense. There was a video link
from the match in Munich to the town square and 250,000 people watched the
game. Dortmund won the final 3-1 and so began 3 days of wild celebrations.
On Thursday morning we shared breakfast together in the Church Hall which
was good for people who hadn't been before. The afternoon was free to spend
with our hosts and there was a barbeque in the evening.
On Friday the whole group from England and Germany visited a coal mining
museum (more interesting than it sounds!) in Bochum. There were excellent
displays and models to look at before we went down into the mines to see the
tunnels and equipment used. We went to a restaurant and had a wonderful
lunch of soup, salad, mixed grill, hot cherries, ice cream and custard. Before we
moved onto the next meal we had time to walk in the park. The weather was
very hot. For afternoon tea and cake we went to a small village with a castle.
Most of us went up the tower to take in the wonderful view of the countryside
from the top. In the evening the young peop’#went to a disco.
Saturday was a free day. Some people went shopping in the city, some went to
Westfalen Park and others went on a day trip with their hosts. Tony fell in the
river and Alan was thrilled when one of our German friends gave him his
season ticket for Dortmund's final game of the season so he saw the European
Cup lowered into the stadium from a helicopter and presented to the team. In
the evening we had a party for everybody in the Parish Hall. Mick, Diane and
Alan played guitar and a group sang a selection of folk songs. The food was
wonderful and the group had a chance to chat with other people. Most people
went to bed very late as the party continued at the hosts houses.
After the morning service on Sunday we had coffee and soup and a very tearful
farewell. After all the hospitality we received we all felt we never wanted to eat
again. However we soon reached Holland, unpacked the lunches our hosts had
prepared for us and .....
Katie Enfield and Friends
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25 December

The story of the Christingle

The word ‘Christingle’ actually means ‘Christ Light’, and celebrates the light of Jesus coming into the world. Stories of how the Christingle began look back to the
Moravian Church, which is found in the Czech Republic. The Moravians have held
Christingle services for more than 200 years, and according to them, this is how the
first Christingle might have been made:
Many years ago the children in a village were asked to bring a Christmas gift to put
beside the crib in the church. One family was very poor, and had no money for
gifts, but the three children were still determined to take something. The only nice
thing they had was an orange, so they decided to give the Christ-child that.
But then they discovered the top was going green, so the eldest cut it out, and put
a candle in the hole. To add some colour, one of the girls took a red ribbon from
her hair and tied it around the middle of the orange. It was hard to make the ribbon stay still, so they fastened it in place with toothpicks. The toothpicks looked a
bit bare, so the youngest child added some raisins to them.
The children took their decorated orange lantern to the church for the Christmas
Mass. The other children sneered at their meagre gift, but the priest seized upon it
with joy. He held it up as an example of the true understanding of the meaning of
Christmas, for the following reasons: the orange is round, like the world; the candle
gives us light in the dark, like the love of God; the red ribbon goes round the ‘world’,
as a symbol of Christ’s blood, given for everyone; the four sticks point in all directions, and symbolise that God is over all: North, South, East and West; and the fruit
and nuts remind us of God’s blessings.
The Children’s Society first introduced the Christingle Service to The Church of
England in 1968, and it has since become a popular event in the church calendar.
This candlelit celebration is an ideal way to share the key messages of the Christian faith, while helping to raise vital funds to help vulnerable children across the
country. Visit: www.childrenssociety.org.uk
25 December
munion?

Why does Christmas begin at midnight with Holy Com-

The hour was first chosen at Rome in the fifth century to symbolise the idea that
Christ was born at midnight – a mystical idea in no way hindered by historical evidence! No one knows the hour of His birth.
Certainly in recent times, Holy Communion at midnight on Christmas morning has
proved popular with modern families. One British writer pointed out its “domestic
convenience” in 1947: “for where there are children and no servants, husband and
wife may be unable to communicate at any other time.” (So things don’t change,
then!)
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4 December

Osmond – an immigrant before Brexit

Osmond is the saint for you if you regret Brexit, and believe that immigrants can
bring good to Britain. Osmond came to England from France back in the days before EU regulations. It was shortly after 1066, and he was a Norman, following William the Conqueror.
Osmond himself was no soldier, but a gifted and godly man, with a great gift of administration. He became royal chaplain, and then chancellor in 1072, producing
numerous royal letters and charters for the king. In 1078 he was made bishop of
Salisbury. As such, he completed and consecrated the cathedral, and formed such
an outstanding chapter and constitution that it later became a model for other English cathedrals.

Osmond took part in the preparation of the Domesday Book, and was present
when it was presented to William in April 1086. He died in 1099, well respected for
his purity and learning, and his lack of avarice and ambition.
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Editor: By the Ven John Barton

What a Christmas
The Bethlehem manger, shepherds, wise men, Jesus, Mary and Joseph – it’s all so familiar to older people, who are shocked to hear that younger generations may be hazy or
ignorant of them. Aren’t they part of everyone’s education?
Yet the first Christmas was restricted to just a few. What 21st Century Christians proclaim as the most significant event in history began in a remote corner of the Roman
Empire, without the pomp and publicity we associate with kingship and power. What
modern media have called ‘The Greatest Story Ever Told’, escaped everyone’s attention
in first century Palestine.
This year, Christmas is going to be a busier celebration than last year, but probably not
yet back to the normal fuss we usually make each December. The streets will be
crowded, but shops may struggle with supplies. Parties will take place, but many people will feel reluctant join in. Family gatherings are allowed again, but the vulnerable
may hesitate. Christmas services will be held, but as singing has the potential for droplet and aerosol transmission, music will be muted this year. A Christmas without many
carols!
Many will struggle to hold their ‘usual’ Christmas. Yet God does not neglect us. This
may be the very opportunity to rekindle or deepen our faith in what really matters
about Christmas. Away from the hordes, perhaps completely alone this Christmas, we
may sit quietly and allow our heavenly Father to draw near to us. We may picture Mary
inviting us to gaze with her at her Son, born to save us from our sins. In the silence of
our imagination, we may join the chorus of angels announcing His birth to the shepherds:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom His favour rests.”
It was that chorus which inspired an American Minister, Edmund Sears, to write the
Christmas hymn, ‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’. Sears, troubled by the world’s turbulent history and failure to hear the Christmas message, was himself recovering from
a breakdown. Written in 1849, his words have a timeless ring about them:
Yet with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;
And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring;
Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife,

And hear the angels sing.
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St James the Least of All
Editor:
stace’…

The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eu-

On the peril of choosing new kneelers
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
After all these years, I now understand why the non-conformist denominations sit
down, rather than kneel, to say their prayers. That way, no decisions have to be taken
over the number, size, shape, colour, material and design of kneelers in church.
Our present set was donated by a retired Major-General in 1899 to celebrate the Relief
of Mafeking, and after more than a century of use by the pious and not-so-devout has
taken its toll. Like certain members of our congregation, they now look a little worse
for wear. Many have sprung leaks, so that when used, a jet of flocking is emitted all
over the clothes of their neighbour, who then leaves Mattins looking like a Yeti.
Other kneelers have been occupied by grateful mice, who find them most congenial for
nesting and who leave in high umbrage, creating chaos as Miss Mapp chases them
down the aisle with her umbrella; that this provides her with the perfect excuse to
leave before the sermon is, I am sure, entirely coincidental. The final straw came when
my own, by some quirk in its design, now sounds like a whoopee cushion every time I
kneel. It may cause the choirboys much amusement, but it lends nothing to the dignity
of our worship.
So, we have decided to have a completely new set – and therein lies the problem. Who
makes them? What will be the designs? Who co-ordinates the whole project? There is
enough here to occupy the combined minds of our Church Council for the next Millennium and there will be enough scheming, manoeuvring, signing of non-aggression
pacts and formation of tactical truces to make the United Nations look like amateurs.
Unfortunately, we do not have the ecclesiastical equivalents of the blue berets to enforce peace.
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The more patriotic members of the congregation have suggested they all show the Union Jack – presumably so they can be waved at appropriate moments in our services;
one belligerent individual wants to see depictions of St Michael slaughtering the dragon, John the Baptist’s head on a platter and other such tasteful scenes; on the other
hand, dear Miss Timmins wants them all to depict doves or small fluffy creatures,
which would make the church look more like pets corner.
Cutting through these vital issues, I have suggested that the entire congregation converts to Roman Catholicism.... and then we could stand for our prayers and do without
kneelers entirely.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace
Battle of the thermostat
If you and your partner have rows about how hot the house should be this Christmas,
bear this in mind: women really do need the heat turned up more than men do. Recent
research has found that the difference in the sexes also applies to other species, from
mammals to birds.
As one scientist at Tel Aviv’s University’s College of Zoology said, “among many species
of birds and mammals, females prefer a warmer environment, and at times these preferences cause segregation between the sexes. …. In the human realm, this difference in
thermal sensation did not come about so that we could argue with our partners over
the heating, but rather the opposite: it is meant to make the couple take distance from
each other so that each individual can enjoy some peace and quiet.”
Those unwanted gifts
What will you do with the Christmas gifts you don’t want? Depends on your sex. It
seems that women are 60% more likely than men to return or give away Christmas
presents they don’t want.
what are considered unwanted presents? One list includes potato peelers, a carpet
cleaner, a sleeve ironing board, a mop and bucket, and out-of-date Bailey Irish Cream
liqueur.
Some of us will sell our unwanted gifts on Ebay, while others of us will give them away,
or to the nearest charity shop. The survey was done by Which?
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6th December:

St Nicholas – a much-loved saint

One account of how Father Christmas began tells of a man named Nicholas who was
born in the third century in the Greek village of Patara, on what is today the southern
coast of Turkey. His family were both devout and wealthy, and when his parents died
in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to use his inheritance to help people. He gave to the
needy, the sick, the suffering. He dedicated his whole life to God’s service and was
made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. As a bishop in later life, he joined other
bishops and priests in prison under the emperor Diocletian’s fierce persecution of
Christians across the Roman Empire.
Finally released, Nicholas was all the more determined to shed abroad the news of
God’s love. He did so by giving. One story of his generosity explains why we hang
Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces today. There was a poor family with three
daughters who needed dowries if they were to marry, and not be sold into slavery.
Nicholas heard of their plight and tossed three bags of gold into their home through an
open window – thus saving the girls from a life of misery.
The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. Hence the custom of children hanging out stockings – in the hope of attracting presents of their own
from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols of St Nicholas.
The example of St Nicholas has never been forgotten - in bygone years boys in Germany and Poland would dress up as bishops on 6th December and beg alms for the poor.
In the Netherlands and Belgium ‘St Nicholas’ would arrive on a steamship from Spain
to ride a white horse on his gift-giving rounds. To this day, 6th December is still the
main day for gift-giving and merry-making in much of Europe. Many peoplefeel that
simple gift-giving in early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day focus on the Christ
Child.
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Book Review

Spiritual Detox – discovering the joy of liberating confession
by Howard Satterthwaite & Holly Satterthwaite, SPCK £11.99

The gospels tell us that God wants to offer us forgiveness. So, confessing our sins
should be liberating and joyful. Why do we so often feel only shame and guilt?

Spiritual Detox invites you to rethink this much-neglected spiritual discipline. Blending biblical teaching with practical advice and application, it will show you how making regular, heart-felt confession will revitalise your spiritual life – whether you are
unhappy and discouraged, wrestling with guilt and shame or just longing to drink
more deeply of God’s forgiveness and abundant grace.
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Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9) (10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree during

a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6)

17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread,
was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11) (4)
21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn
(7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
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ANSWERS on page 31
Down
1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 ‘The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous
are as ____ as a lion’ (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign
woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)

4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and
joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1)

(7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will ____ his people

*SEMARA*
Is a club for people aged 55+ we meet at St.Martin’s Church
Hall on the 1st & 3rd Friday of the month from 2-4pm for
Entertainment, Bingo, Quizzes and chat.
Tea/Coffee & biscuits included.
Please come along and join in.
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25 December

We three kings of Orient are... what?

“A cold coming they had of it at this time of the year, just the worst time of the year
to take a journey, and specially a long journey, in. The way’s deep, the weather
sharp, the days short, the sun farthest off, in solstitio brumali, the very dead of winter.”
It was 1622, and the Bishop of Winchester, Launcelot Andrews, was preaching a
magnificent sermon to King James I. Reckoned one of the best preachers ever,
Launcelot Andrews’ words were later taken up by T S Eliot and transformed into his
wonderful poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’. What a vivid picture – we can see it all!
The camels’ breath steaming in the night air as the kings, in their gorgeous robes of
silk and cloth-of-gold, and clutching their precious gifts, kneel to adore the baby in
the manger.

Yet the Bible does not give us as much detail as some people think. Tradition down
the centuries has added a great deal more. For instance, we know from St Matthew that the magi were ‘wise’, or learned men of some sort, but we do not know if
they were kings or not. The Bible tells us there were several; tradition has decided upon three, and even named them: Balthassar, Melchior, and Caspar (or Gaspar). But the Bible does tell us that the magi gave baby Jesus three highly symbolic gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. Gold stands for kingship, frankincense
for worship, and myrrh for anointing – anticipating His death.
There is a lovely ancient mosaic in Ravenna, Italy, that is 1,500 years old. It depicts the wise men in oriental garb of trousers and Phrygian caps, carrying their
gifts past palm trees towards the star that they followed... straight to Jesus.
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11 December

Daniel the Stylite 409-93

Do you know any odd Christians? People with hearts of gold, who would never
harm anyone… but who are nonetheless just plain ODD…. Well, Daniel the Stylite
should be their patron saint. Perhaps he is the proof that God can bless and use
any one of us – no matter how batty some of our ideas may be.
Daniel was born in Mesopotamia in 409 into a devout Christian family. He seems
to have been an intense sort of child – when he was only 12 he became a monk.
Some years later Daniel visited Antioch, and saw the famed Simeon Stylites, the
wild, hairy monk who lived his life perched high on top of a pillar, dropping his fleas
and lice on the people below.

Most of us would have walked on by, but in that moment Daniel’s vocation was
born. He climbed a ladder in order to talk to Simeon, and soon after that set out
on pilgrimage. At Constantinople he came across a disused temple, reputedly inhabited by devils.

Most of us would have walked on by, but Daniel moved straight in. He bolted the
door, and stayed inside for the next nine years. Local people fed him through a
small window. Braving hideous noises and fighting violent apparitions occupied a
lot of Daniel’s time – perhaps it was like having a fifth century play-station?
Simeon Stylites died in 459, and left Daniel his lice-infested cloak – which inspired
him further. With the help of some local admirers, Daniel came out of his temple
and set himself up on a pillar just outside the city. The TV programme Location, Location, Location would have approved of the view over the Bosphorus, but not the
amenities. When Daniel nearly froze to death one night, the Emperor was so worried that he built Daniel a new, more spacious home: TWO pillars close together,
with a little shelter on top.
Daniel spent the next 33 years on top of his double pillars. People came to him
with their problems, and he comforted and advised them. He preached every afternoon, on the love of God. He urged people to show hospitality to each other. He
prayed for people. People loved him for it, and God blessed him, even though he
did live on top of a pillar. When he eventually died up there, his hair was four cubits
long, and he had sat so long with his knees up to his chest that his bones cracked
when they straightened the body.
So next time you meet a good-hearted but eccentric Christian, take comfort – they
could be far worse!
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The second part of “there is something special about

Saint Martin’s Church” not included last month in error

There’s something special about St Martin’s: A typical St Martin’s feast is laid out in
the Hall for lunch and the congregation, past and present, file in filling the space
with chatter and laughter. Additional seating is found and grace is said. Miraculously there is just the right amount of food for everyone, (at least 140 people) to be well
fed with a range of savouries and sweets, plus drinks. With so many people renewing old links and catching up with news, it is hard to interrupt them even to announce the winner of the Doll’s House raffle. The photo albums from the church
are passed around and bring happy or more tender memories. There is such a
feeling of friendship, love and care, it is almost tangible. Many linger over tea and
coffee whilst clearing and washing up begin. Finally it is all over and both hall and
church return to their quiet state, but what thoughts, feelings and memories have
been taken away!

There’s something special about St Martin’s: It’s not just these events that make it
special, for these words were on the lips of so many who were returning for this
weekend. A church is more than a building so it must be the people that make it
special: people who are willing to give time, talents and resources to make this
weekend so special; people who faithfully worship for 50 years or more; people
who day after day and week after week care for, love and support each other; people who have been active in this church and now are no longer here, each leaving
their mark; people who are so aware of God’s love that they want to share it with
others. So what is it that makes the people of St Martin’s special? Surely it must be
that the hand and heart of God are in this place. Let us hope that, using the words
of the hymn, we are building ‘a house where love can dwell…. where love is
found… where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone…’ It has, I believe,
been ‘Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace…’
and maybe therein lies its strength. Long may we proclaim ‘All are welcome in this
place.’
There is something special about St Martin’s.
Esther
PS There is still something special a decade on and the last paragraph continues
to ring true.
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God in the Sciences
This series is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director at The
Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.

Meditation on the Incarnation

After the bright beam of annunciation
fused heaven with dark earth
His searing sharply-focused light
went out for a while
eclipsed in amniotic gloom:
His cool immensity of splendour
His universal grace
small-folded in a warm dim
female space
This extract from Luci Shaw’s poem Made Flesh captures something of the wonder of
the moment when the second person of the Trinity became an embryo.
How does a single cell turn into an infant, and what does that process say about us –
and God? These are the questions that Professor Jeff Hardin, a developmental biologist,
asks himself. Having studied theology as well as science, he has a unique perspective
on embryonic development.
A new-born baby is made of around five trillion cells. These cells come in hundreds of
different types, each of which must be in the correct place for the child’s body to function properly. Every new life is the result of intricate and highly ordered processes.
Three things must happen as an embryo develops.
The first important process is for cells to take on their identity as types of muscle,
bone, nerves, and so on. The second is when each cell learns which part of the body it
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belongs to. Third, those cells are moved around to form the different tissues and organs. These three are not discrete stages, but they all happen at around the same time,
building up gradually like the different aspects of a picture coming into focus.
All three of these processes are driven forward by the movement of cells, the connections between them, and the signals they pass to each other. Jeff studies a sort of cellular glue which is involved in joining cells together. Making and breaking these adhesions can affect how cells move and signal to each other, their identity in the body, how
they are organised as groups, and ultimately their survival. This glue is found on the
surface of cells throughout the animal kingdom, including the small worms Jeff’s lab
studies.
For Jeff, peering down a microscope at tiny worm embryos can be an act of worship. It
is also an exercise in art appreciation, as he learns to appreciate the created order. Understanding the complexities of development, while also being aware that God knows
that process intimately both as Creator and created, fills Jeff with a profound sense of
awe, wonder and worship.
Does the minute scale of our early development, compared to the incomprehensibly
vast and ancient universe, give us a sense of insignificance? Psalm 8 says, “When I look
at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for
them?”
For Jeff and the Psalmist, such feelings can be a positive experience if they serve as a
reminder to be humble in the face of a universe that is vastly complicated but also
deeply meaningful, made by a God who loves each one of us.

Focus Magazine

Dec / Jan 36
36

LOOKING AT GOD

Editor: The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham on waiting for Christmas.
Advent
Waiting is not popular in our culture, when so much can be obtained simply at the
press of a button! Advent, when we wait for the coming of Christmas, is also an opportunity to learn what it means to be waiting for the promised return of Jesus. He says:
‘It’s like a man going away: he leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with
their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. Therefore, keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back’ (Mark 13:34-35).
We live between Jesus’ first and second comings and this parable reminds us of the
need to watch and wait, as disciples living faithfully for Him. It reminds us of two kinds
of waiting: passive and active. Imagine you’re at the railway station, awaiting the arrival
of a train. On the platform a man is asleep, as he thinks there is plenty of time before
the train arrives. He is passively waiting. There is also a small boy on the platform who
is excited about the train coming. He can’t sit still and constantly looks down the track
to see if the train is coming. He is actively waiting, for he expects the train to arrive at
any moment.
Advent gives us a choice: how will we wait for Jesus’ coming? Passive waiting doesn’t require much attention on our part. We can live our Christian life pre-occupied with our
own concerns, rather than looking to God. However, active waiting involves an eager
expectation, as we await Jesus’ return or simply look to him coming to us today. All we
want is to be found faithful as His disciples. There is nothing more important than being ready to meet our Master!
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God in the Arts

Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with ‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ by Sano di Pietro. It now hangs in the Vatican. It can be
found at:
https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/painting_232130/Sano-Di-Pietro/The-Annunciationto-the-Shepherds

‘In that region there were shepherds keeping watch over their flock’
In the Old Testament shepherds were greatly valued and treated with respect. Patriarchs, prophets and kings had all tended sheep. Job, a rich man, owned 14,000 sheep.
David was tending sheep when he was called by God and anointed by Samuel.
But as the Israelites settled in towns and cities and turned to farming, attitudes towards the shepherds changed. As the New Testament opens, shepherding had become
a dirty, lonely life, away from civilisation. Shepherds could not observe the daily rituals
of their faith, and so they had a low status in society, looked down upon by orthodox
Jews.
But out in the countryside with just the hills and the plains and the open air, St Luke
tells us that it was there that God’s message was proclaimed and heard. Cities and
towns had walls and barriers, as Bethlehem has today. But in the fields at night, there
were shepherds, watching and alert, ready for any eventuality. And so, they were the
first to hear of the birth of a Saviour.
‘The Annunciation to the Shepherds’ is this month’s painting by Sano di Pietro. We
know little about this Italian artist apart from some dates. He was born in Siena in
1406 and died there in 1481. But he has left us a legacy of beautiful and sensitive
paintings. As we look at this scene, we see the human details: two shepherds huddled
by the fireside with their dog, all three looking up to see the angel, and a spear by the
side to ward off thieves and predators. The sheep are safely in their pen, black and
white fleeces huddled together for warmth. In the sky the angel appears, bearing an
olive branch in one hand and with the other pointing to Bethlehem in the distance.
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Luke has already told us of another annunciation, with Gabriel visiting Mary. Artists
loved to portray this scene and often showed a lily, the symbol of purity, in their paintings. Here there is the olive sprig, a symbol of peace to reinforce the angelic message of
peace in the birth of the Saviour. Luke goes on to tell us how Jesus brought new meaning and peace to all those like the shepherds who were nobody in the eyes of people,
but everything to the eyes and heart of God.
Jesus in His teaching often turned to the theme of sheep and shepherds, with parables
about lost sheep, gates to the fold, and hireling shepherds. Just as the faithful shepherds were prepared to give their lives to protect the flock, so Jesus the Good Shepherd
gave His life for the world – a death that would bring the peace and reconciliation
shown in that olive branch held by the angel. At this Christmas time we rejoice with
the heavenly host to proclaim the birth of this Prince of Peace and we commit ourselves to that work of peace and shepherding. Howard Thurman wrote these words:
‘When the song of the angels is stilled…
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost, to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner,

to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.’
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